
“LOVING HUMANITY IS EASY – MY NEIGHBOR? NOT SO MUCH 

“I love mankind, its people I can’t stand.” 

Charles Schultz said that. The Peanuts cartoon writer. Who would think that a person who 
wrote such a cute cartoon would harbor such a dark sentiment? 

Actually I thought the quote was from Woody Allen, but I hesitated to quote him because 
he’s one of  the many celebrities who have fallen from grace once his unacceptable behavior 
was exposed. 

The quote usually brings a chuckle because it hits home for so many of  us at least on some 
days. It’s easier to be tolerant of  humankind than some individuals or groups of  people. 

Yet today’s gospel says “If  you love me you will keep my commandments. They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be 
loved by my father.” 

There are numerous references in the canonical gospels to Jesus reference to the first and 
greatest commandment, “You shall love the lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul and with your mind. And a second is LIKE it you shall love your neighbor as thyself ” 

Wow. There may be people who think that had Jesus been around here today He wouldn’t be 
saying that. But I really doubt that it’s any harder to love each other today than it’s ever been.  
The cost of  following Jesus has always been high. Praying for an enemy? Reconciling with 
someone who has harmed us? We all have our individual ways of  justifying not doing these 
things or at least putting them off. 

Hating groups is prevalent these days – and that’s not new. White Supremacists hating Jews, 
Muslims hating Christians and Jews, some Christian denominations demonizing other 
denominations, racial and ethnic groups hating other groups, conservatives hating liberals, 
democrats hating republicans on and on. Everybody trying to claim the other group, if  not 
evil and sinful then stupid. It’s not new, but it feels really intense because we are bombarded 
by 24/7 news with all the vitriol. 

Some people dislike groups of  people based on ethnicity, race, religion or whatever, but 
form relationships with individuals within those same groups and see them as some kind of  
exception. On the other hand, sometimes people will get to know one or two people who 
are members of  a group, find that they don’t like those individuals, and extrapolate that to 
the entire group. Neither one of  those things make sense. 

But people do it. It’s almost like humans have a need to be angry and hate. 

Why is it so difficult to love and accept each other, as the flawed human beings we are? 
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All the sociological or psychological explanations in the world doesn’t change the fact. 
Humans are imperfect – all of  us. 

We live in a celebrity worshiping culture, we want heroes, and we put people up on pedestals 
and become very angry when we find out they are just as flawed as anybody else. 

Hence my reference to Woody Allen. Does his deviant behavior negate his contributions to 
society of  laughter and entertainment? How about Michael Jackson? Bill Cosby? The higher 
we elevate someone the more shocking it is when they fall. I won’t list politicians or I would 
be up here all day. I read a book about a former Episcopal Bishop of  New York written by 
his daughter. The book is called The Bishop’s Daughter. This man had been an icon of  
social justice, at the forefront of  breaking down racial barriers, feeding the poor and other 
worthy causes. Then, after his death, it was discovered that he had been living a double life, 
with numerous lovers of  both sexes throughout the world, all of  whom he had been 
stringing along romantically, all the while claiming to be a devoted family man with a wife 
and seven children. After reading it I found myself  not knowing what to think about all of  
the good he had accomplished. Was it real? Should we still honor him? Thomas Jefferson 
and George Washington were slave owners and adulterers yet they are our American heroes. 
Recently I was talking about one of  my favorites, CS Lewis, with a friend I admire and 
respect. He said he didn’t like CS Lewis because he was such a sexist. I think most people 
probably were in those days. But sometimes when we find out about people’s imperfections 
we want to negate all of  their positives. Throw out the baby with the bathwater so to speak. 
I have mentioned some extreme examples and most of  us are not guilty of  such egregious 
behavior than goodness, but there are no perfect people. We all have defects and secrets and 
when we get to know a person, the more obvious the imperfections become. One of  my 
favorite quotes is in Luke Chapter 6 verse 41 “Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s 
eye but do not notice the log in your own eye?” Why indeed is it easier to see the 
imperfections of  others and not in ourselves? Of  course some people are more lovable than 
others, but Jesus didn’t tell us to just love some people. In Matthew Chapter 5 he says “You 
have heard that it was said Love your neighbor and hate your enemy, but I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of  your father in 
heaven.” If  you love those who love you, what reward will you get? And if  you greet only 
your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? “He 
commanded us to love everybody.  

It would be much easier to sit alone on a mountaintop and contemplate God –unfettered by 
attachments and the annoyances of  human behavior. But it is in community that we worship, 
in relationships that we grow and heal. Martin Buber, the Jewish philosopher and theologian 
said “When two people relate to each other authentically and humanly, God is the electricity 
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that surges between them.” He wrote a lot about relationships, including another quote I like 
– “a person cannot approach the divine by reaching beyond the human. To become human 
is what the individual person is created for.” So we can’t become spiritual in a vacuum – 
tempting as it may be. 

I heard an anecdote about a minister who had been newly hired by a church in a small 
community where the congregation was dwindling. His first sermon was so good, the 
congregation was spellbound. Word got out and the following Sunday more people came to 
hear him speak. He gave the same sermon and again people were awestruck and more 
people came the next Sunday and he gave the same sermon. When he did it again the fourth 
and fifth Sundays the people were starting to get alarmed. He was asked when he was going 
to give a different sermon. He said “When you get this one down.” Of  course the sermon 
was about love. No matter how many times we hear it we just don’t seem to get it. 

So if  you have trouble with loving individuals in your life because their behavior upsets or 
repels you I invite you to join me in praying, not just for them, but for myself  to stop being 
intolerant and judgmental. To love more and to judge less. 

And if  you find yourself  hating or condemning groups of  people, I invite you to the same 
practice, being reminded that these groups are made up of  the people Jesus has admonished 
us to love. 

And if  you believe you do neither of  these things – and indeed love all people, then I am 
awed. Teach me how you do it.
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