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 The Episcopal Church 
  of Our Saviour 

A community of the Spirit of God, rooted in Holy Scripture, history, traditions, 
sacraments and worship; sharing the love of Christ through our service with 

others in our parish, neighborhoods and the world. 

Time for Thanksgivings! 

The rain came! Did it ever! But we need rain so much, so be thankful! 

The intense heat broke! We are now enjoying pretty typical fall temps, and, of  course, the beautiful colors 
of  so many trees! Be thankful for Nature’s beauty! 

The devastating wildfires are out! Oh, be so very thankful for firefighters! 

Some of  us have needed refreshment. Please pray for Rev. Debra that she is growing in wisdom, grace 
and tolerance for all of  us. Pease be thankful! 

Schools are in session, in person, the pandemic seems (!!!) to be sort of  (???) manageable in hospitals, and 
more people and now children are getting vaccinated. More to be thankful for. 

But so many people around us are still struggling. It’s hard to have a roof  over your own head and food in 
the fridge and watch those hunkering under tarps and begging for help. The homelessness crisis is not 
going away. Poverty is not going away. Housing shortages are not going away. How can we help with such 
problems? 

No one of  us can hope to solve what are really systemic issues. What we can do is look around our 
communities to see where there is already some energy and delivery plan, and seek partnerships. That’s 
what Rev. Deb started with her personal ministry to Caldor Fire victims, and that’s what she asked US to 
continue. Our Team Caldor, led by Terry Berkery and Sandy Matthews, has met with people who know 
who is really hurting locally. We are targeting the Grizzly Flat community, because it is close to us and it 
was almost totally wiped out. We’ve distributed gift cards usable for food, gas, clothing and house 
supplies. We received a $10,000 grant from the Office of  the Bishop to provide help where it was most 
needed. We have cartons with bathroom, kitchen and bedroom supplies to give for those who are 
reconditioning homes damaged by fire. 

Finally, I truly pray that you will be able to gather with loved ones to celebrate all these thanksgivings at 
this year’s Thanksgiving holiday. 

In thanksgiving for all you do, and all we do together, 

Pastor Christine+ 
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Parish News and Events 
Diocesan Convention November 5 and 6, with special workshop November 4 

It will be a virtual convention again. Pastor Christine, Becky Leighton, Leta Parks and Randy Douglas will 
be representing Our Saviour. However, on Thursday, November 4, there will be a pre-convention 
workshop with the Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers entitled “Systemic Racism and the People of  God.” It 
will be a Zoom presentation from 4 to 6 pm, and it is free, but you do have to register. Go to https://
www.norcalepiscopal.org/site/diocesan-convention-2021/#tab-id-4. 

All Saints and All Souls ~ we honor them November 7 

We have been creating an “Ofrenda” (Spanish for altar) in the Parish Hall to honor loved ones who have 
departed this life. Please add your own photos (with or without IDs) or tokens to this space. We will 
offer prayers for all of  them after both services on Nov. 7. 

The Trials of Clarence Darrow ~ Saturday, November 13, 2pm 

This acclaimed one-man play, written by the actor, Paul Hauck, is offered to benefit our building 
restoration fund. It will be a fantastic experience, not one to miss. A few tickets are still available at $15 
each. The play runs 1 hour, 40 minutes, and the intermission will feature lots of  goodies! Come to the 
Parish Hall. 

“This one-man show highlights local artist, Paul Hauck, as both a playwright and a community actor. 
Hauck’s script is impressive. It’s a deep, meaty look into the complex life of  a great lawyer, social activist, 
and skeptic.”    Jeff Hudson, Capitol Public Radio and Sacramento News and Review. 

A Future With Hope ~ Stewardship Ingathering November 14 

With the letter enclosed in this month’s newsletter, we are wrapping up our stewardship campaign for this 
year. Please send in or bring your pledges of  time, talent and treasure with you on Sunday, November 14. 

Sacred Ground Course ~ Interesting and Helpful 

By Becky Leighton 

When I was about 10-years-old I remember a particular visit to my grandmother’s “gentleman’s farm” in 
the Shenandoah Valley of  Virginia. I loved our annual summer visits, when I played house in the hay in 
the barn, ran in the hillside pastures, or picked peaches in the small orchard. Evelyn, the cook’s daughter, 
was my playmate each morning. One afternoon, for some reason, Evelyn stayed and it was getting hot. 
Since our family usually swam in the pool at about mid-afternoon, I eagerly invited Evelyn to join us. “I 
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don’t have my swimsuit,” Evelyn replied. “You can borrow my extra one,” I assured her and ran to tell my 
mother. 

My mother hesitated and told me she didn’t think it was a good idea, but I could go ask my grandmother. 
I bounced excitedly into my grandmother’s bedroom and asked/told her my plan. “Absolutely not! Evelyn 
will not be swimming with us this afternoon,” my grandmother commanded. My protestations fell on 
deaf  ears. And Evelyn never came to play with me again. 

Evelyn was African American. It was the first time I became aware of  an important disagreement and 
deep disappointment with my family. 

This year I had a chance to examine this experience in the context of  American history by taking the 15-
week Episcopal course, Sacred Ground. I found it interesting, helpful and I would recommend it to 
anyone. Over the next few newsletters, others from Church of  Our Saviour who have taken the course 
will be writing about their experience or their thoughts. If  you are interested, the course will be offered 
again in the New Year. 

Advent begins November 28! Are you ready to prepare? 

Advent is the beginning of  the Church Year. We start a new cycle of  Bible readings. But mostly, we 
prepare for the entry of  Jesus into our lives. Of  course, Jesus is already key to our faith, but this annual 
reminder through the calendar of  our Church Year is a wonderful way to keep us in a worship cycle that 
can feed us through the next year. This cycle consists of  Advent (preparing for Jesus), Christmas (Jesus’ 
birth), Epiphany (revelations of  meaning – most especially about Jesus), and then after a while we start to 
acknowledge Jesus’ tribulations approaching his crucifixion (Lent) by trying to share in his disciplines, and 
Holy Week, when those tribulations become visceral. Then Good Friday, the day of  Crucifixion, Holy 
Saturday, when Jesus is dead, and Easter, the day of  Resurrection. In every year, we relive Jesus’ life 
compressed in this way. If  you are new to the Christian faith, or if  you know someone who is confused 
about what all these Christian traditions are about, perhaps this little snapshot might help.  

We hope to see YOU on Advent I! 

So much is happening at Church of  Our Saviour in November. Please be part of  this wonderful 
community. Let us know if  you need a ride to church. 

Team Caldor Update 

Our Team Caldor is made up of  several parishioners and is headed by Terry Berkery. She is working with 
Margaret Lewis, from the El Dorado County Office of  Education, and Mark Dibelka, the Diocesan 
Disaster Resilience Officer, to address some of  the longer term needs. 

Here is an update from Terry: 
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Several emergency boxes containing bedroom and bathroom supplies have been distributed to fire 
victims and Pioneer Bible Church. Many gift cards have been distributed also to help with food or gas. 

Things have calmed down for the time being as most have found places to live temporarily or 
permanently. The repair to the infrastructure in Grizzly Flat is well under way, but no one knows when 
repopulation will happen. The team is on call when the need for help arises. Please let Terry Berkery 
(terryis2003@yahoo.com) or Sandy Matthews (sandymathewsre@gmail.com) know if  you know of  a 
need of  supplies or any other need that we may be able to help with. 

Invite, Welcome, Connect ~ Sunday school Update 

Coming November 28 — Sunday School.

Montessori-like Sunday School is a real joy for children. The children are encouraged to learn the stories 
of  the Bible in an atmosphere of  wonder and exploration. They also learn about how to behave in a 
sacred space. And as they grow older, they learn how to reference the Bible. 

Please tell your neighbors and your friends about the school. It will be at 9:30am starting November 28th. 
Some flyers will be left for the taking in the parish hall. Cherie Raffety’s phone number is on the flyer. 
Feel free to encourage your friends to call Cherie if  there are any questions. 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks and watches back one hour the evening of Nov. 6! 

Advent Meditation Booklets from Living Compass are available. 

The theme this year is "Practicing Patience with All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind." If  you need 
one sent to you, please contact Lee Weikert. 

News from the Diocese 
An Ofrenda for the Office of the Bishop 

All congregations of  the diocese are invited to join in observing El Día de Los Muertos on All Saints 
Sunday, November 7, 2021. 

Like the Episcopal liturgy for All Saints’ Day, traditional observances of  El Día de Los Muertos are 
marked by solemn words and dignified processions as well as fragrant flowers and joyous song. The 
Mexican festival also invites a spontaneity of  expression and an almost macabre sense of  humor 
that helps participants come to terms with the reality of  death. Ofrendas (altars) are richly decorated with 
flowers (usually cempasúchiles or Mexican marigolds), photos, and mementos of  the dead. Other items 
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are more playful: calaveras (fancifully figured skulls), 
catrinas (whimsically well-dressed skeletons), favorite 
foods, and beloved beverages. 
Several congregations on the diocese created ofrendas last 
year. We hope you will consider creating one this year. If  
you do, send us a photo! 

Email Scam Alert 

Please be aware of the following email scam that is showing up in our diocese. 

SEE BELOW. THIS IS NOT FROM BISHOP MEGAN. Before you open any email, check the 
email address. 

Begin forwarded message: 
From: Rev. Megan Traquair <onlineanglicanparish@gmail.com> 

Date: Oct 11, 2021 at 7:18 AM 

To: 

Subject: Blessings 

How are you doing? 

Do you have a moment, I have a request I need you to handle discreetly. I am going 
to a meeting, no calls so just reply to my email. I will be glad if you reply to this email 
as soon as it gets to you. 

Peace and blessings 

Links to Diocesan Commissions and Committees 

• Commission for Intercultural Ministries 

• Commission on Ministry 

• Christian Formation Committee 

• Episcopal Community Services 

• Ministries of Health Committee 
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• Investment Fund Committee 

• Disaster Preparedness 

• Recovery Ministries 

• Episcopal Foundation of Northern California 

Vestry News 
Summary of Vestry Minutes ~ October 24 

New things are happening at the Church: 

Starting January 2022, the vestry will sponsor quarterly church community dinners. It will be a great time 
to socialize with your church friends from the ‘other’ service and everyone is encouraged to invite friends 
and neighbors. (Kids under 10 years old will be admitted for free.) The first dinner will feature Tacos at a 
comfortable price of  $5.00 per person. Proceeds will go to the Sunday School effort. 

Coming November 13th is the “The Trials of  Clarence Darrow”. This is a one man play that should be 
very interesting. Darrow was famous in his own time and participated in pivotal trials. Tickets can be 
obtained from Lee Weikert 530-391-4588. 

The vestry discussed the repairs and maintenance issues of  the church. There may not be sufficient funds 
to do everything on the list. The date of  the next meeting will be November 21, at noon. 
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2021 FINANCES FOR SEPTEMBER 

Actual September Revenue 7,758.34 

Budgeted September Revenue 13,176.26 

Actual September Expenses 12,664.60 

Budgeted September Expenses 12,617.84 

September Net <4,906.26> 

Total Revenue (Jan - September) 103,675.73 

Total Expenses (Jan - September) 119,187.58 

Year-To-Date Net (Jan - September) <15,511.85>
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November Calendar 

November Anniversary 
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Ministry and Hospitality Schedules 

Stewardship Campaign 
A Giving Prayer 

You are invited to pray this “Giving Prayer” Daily. Find a quiet moment, center your heart, notice the 
steam rising from your cup of  tea or coffee or the breeze moving through the trees, and pray this prayer 
written by Becky Leighton. 

Heavenly Father, over and over, we become scattered and separated. Over and over, like a good 
shepherd, you find us and bring us home. For the togetherness You have granted us at Church of 
Our Saviour, thank you. For the gift of faith that gets us through difficult times, thank you. For being 
able to meet in person again for services, as well as on-line service each Sunday, thank you. For the 
church newsletter, updates sent by Rev Deb, In Your Prayers, special Prayer Vigils, Stations of the 
Cross, Bible study, meditation, thank you. For the help our congregation could give to the Caldor 
Fire victims, thank you. In your generosity and grace, Heavenly Father, grant me wisdom to see what 
I can give to keep contributing to our togetherness at Our Saviour, both in my presence and in my 
financial giving. Amen. 

oursaviourplacerville.org Page �  of �8 11

http://oursaviourplacerville.org


2979 Coloma St, Placerville, CA 95667 November 2021

 

November 1, 2021 

Beloved Brothers and Sisters, 

Over the last month we’ve been thinking and praying together about how Christian life includes cycles of  
exile and return. We’ve given thanks for the tools that God has given us to connect even in diaspora, to 
be together in Spirit even when we aren’t together in body. 

And yet, there’s one more step in the dance of  Christian life.  

There is exile, there is return, and then there is a third movement: being sent back out into the world for 
the sake of  our neighbors and creation as a whole. It’s to be commissioned, sent for the sake of  God’s 
love and justice, God’s future of  hope.  

Church of  Our Saviour is a community of  return, a place of  homecoming. And it’s also a community of  
sending, a place that commissions us as agents of  God’s love and grace, so that all may experience a sense 
of  homecoming into God’s new world of  compassion, dignity, and joy. 

Sunday, November 14 is Ingathering Sunday. Hopefully, you’ve been praying this year’s Giving Prayer by 
over these last weeks. Hopefully, your prayers are helping to clarify how, with the Spirit’s wisdom, you can 
contribute to the ongoing returning and sending that makes Church of  Our Saviour who we are today, 
and who we’ll be tomorrow. 

Christianity was made for this: building bridges of  homecoming and commissioning, sending and return, 
welcoming the stranger and being sent forth to visit the sick and imprisoned. Church of  Our Saviour is 
made for it, too, as is each one of  us, a child of  God in the image of  God. To be clear, though, we are 
made to do this together, offering up our skills, our hopes, our ideas, our money, and our hearts to answer 
God’s call. 

You will receive this letter in our November newsletter and in the US mail. A pledge card and envelope 
will be enclosed in the mailed copy. We will have plenty more in the church on Ingathering Sunday. Please 
consider all you do with and for our church community and fill out your pledges of  time, talent and 
treasure. We believe that with a past so full of  grace, our future, thanks be to God, is likewise full of  
hope. 

Thank you for your generosity and leadership — and see you Sunday! 

Blessings, 

Debra+ Christine+ Becky 
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If you have an article you would like to include in the newsletter please send it to 
cornellkl@me.com. 

And be sure to check out our website at www.oursaviourplacerville.org. 
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~ Our Values ~ 

Authentic
We are a community of the Spirit of God.

Rooted
We are rooted in Holy Scripture, history, traditions, sacraments and worship. 

Christ-centered
We strive to encounter and emulate Jesus Christ. 

Inviting
We seek out and invite all to this holy work. 

Welcoming
We welcome all whom God has created, extending hospitality and 

compassion to them. 

Relevant
We engage the world in which we live with the love of Christ. 

Serving
We share the love of Christ through our service with others in our parish, 

neighborhoods and the world.
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Episcopal Church of  Our Saviour 
P.O. Box 447 
2979 Coloma Street 
Placerville, CA 95667-0447 

TIME DATE MATERIAL.  PLEASE EXPEDITE
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