
2979 Coloma St, Placerville CA

The Episcopal Church  
of Our Saviour  
Rich in history, a visible & living church welcoming everyone to the family of Christ. 

Dear friends in Christ,  

I listen regularly to a podcast called On Being, with Krista Tippet. This week she interviewed our 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and Russell Moore of  the Southern Baptist Convention, on December 
10th.  We are blessed with a Presiding Bishop whose very presence exudes the deep and abiding joy of  
Jesus Christ. The interview began:   

“We’re in a tender spiritual moment as a country — widely feeling our need for re-grounding and healing both 
alone and together. But calls for social repair and unity are also meeting an understandable wariness. The last 
years have been bruising all around. So of course I leapt at an invitation to be in a forward-looking 
conversation with two religious thinkers and spiritual leaders from very different places on our Christian and 
cultural spectrum: Michael Curry, the Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church of the U.S., together with 
Russell Moore, the president of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission – essentially the chief ethicist – of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. I drew them out to speak in their vocabularies of faith — understanding this 
as an exercise in public theology. How might convictions about God and the universe, about love and a 
question like, who is my neighbor — how might these be offerings from the vast human enterprise that is 
theology in service to our common life at a turning point like this? As much as what these two say — and they 
differ on much — they model in their presence and their friendship to each other some of the way forward.”  

The interview can be found at  the following link:  
https://onbeing.org/programs/bishop-michael-curry-dr-russell-moore-spiritual-bridge-people/ 

This last year has indeed been bruising in many ways. Political conflict not withstanding, many members 
of  our parish family have experienced isolation, loneliness, illness or the death of  a family member or 
friend. Some cannot get onto our Facebook and are not able to watch the weekly church services. Our 
phone tree callers have tried to stay in touch and the Friday e-blast that Lee Weikert sends out keeps 
everyone updated (be sure open those emails). We ‘see’ each other on Zoom but in spite of  our virtual 
connections many people still feel disconnected. In anticipation of  another shelter-in-place order I 
decided to pre-record the Christmas Eve service. Our Christmas Eve service will be posted to our 
Facebook page on December 24th at 4 pm. and also emailed as a youtube video. Please remember that 
movie producing was not in my seminary training, nor is it an acquired skill, but we will hear the 
Christmas story, sing carols in our homes and join together to celebrate the birth of  our Lord.   

Blessings, 

Rev Deb 
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Good Shepherd Mission, Fort Defiance AZ 
Hummingbird Gallery 

Deacon Stephen is raising money to help the Good Shepherd Mission, in Fort Defiance AZ.  He will 
offer a matching of  up to $500 for funds raised for the Hummingbird Project before December 20th. 
The Hummingbird Gallery has been a ministry with Good Shepherd Mission since 2014, but 
unfortunately was shut down in 2018 due to the lack of  labor to keep the coffee shop going. With a 
culinary graduate and chef, a business plan is being formed to revision what the Hummingbird Gallery/
coffee shop can become. 

The Hummingbird Gallery had made its presence known within this community as a place where you can 
find friendly fellowship and a safe space to engage over a cup of  coffee. It had also offered lunch options 
that are fresh, healthier, and affordable for many members to come and get fed. 

The revisioning of  the Hummingbird Gallery comes at a time when The Episcopal church in Navajo 
Land is also revisioning how outreach ministry can be supported and can make a deep impact on 
congregational development, but also an even more impact on community engagement programs.  
Several pilot programs have already taken place around youth activities with “Back to the Kitchen Table” 
movement, the “arts oasis” summer culinary camp, and the “Lickity split” youth-run bakery.  See photos 
below: 
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The funds that you donate will be used to purchase the tools we need to re-establish a plan to help the 
people in our church to participate in a ministry that helps youth learn work skills, business ethics, and the 
ability to problem solve. The profit accumulated from this coffee shop will help with local ministry 
programs that help the community learn about community gardening, culinary arts, soup pantry, and even 
models other Native tribal garden programs within the Episcopal indian ministries. 

St. Christopher’s raised beds            Good Shepherd Mission Planter boxes   

St. Elizabeth community garden  St. Elizabeth’s church serves the Northern Ute tribe 

EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSING 

The new shelter-in-place order allows churches to meet outdoors only. This is not feasible for our 
congregation for several reasons. We will continue to provide online worship but wanted to do something 
different to start off  the Epiphany season this year. As we remember the Wise Men of  old looking for 
the Christ Child, we would have one or two persons go from house to house asking the blessing of  Christ 
on our homes. Each home would be asked to have a candle and a cross to bring to a front porch, or 
maybe through a window, as someone leads a prayer to ask God’s grace and protection on all who enter 
the dwelling. After the prayer is said, an Epiphany star would be drawn in chalk to commemorate the rite. 
We would bring the chalk. 

Please let us know if  you would be interested in having an Epiphany blessing said at your house. You can 
email me at: revdebra.oursaviour@gmail.com  
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COVID-19 surge forces new suspensions of  in-person worship as  

Episcopalians look to Christmas 

[Episcopal News Service] Advent and Christmas services are among the most anticipated of  the liturgical 
year. This year is no exception, but with COVID-19 cases spiking across the United States and worldwide, 
some Episcopal dioceses are suspending in-person worship – even if  it means celebrating the birth of  
Jesus online. 

In Mississippi, the number of  daily cases topped 2,000 for the first time on Dec. 2. That day, Mississippi 
Bishop Brian Seage halted worship services and other in-person church activities until further notice. In 
California, daily cases and deaths rose to new highs this week. On Dec. 10, California Bishop Marc 
Andrus, whose diocese encompasses the San Francisco Bay Area, announced he too was suspending all 
in-person gatherings. 

“I issue this advisory with a heavy heart,” Andrus said. “We are, after all, in Advent, a season of  hopeful 
watching and waiting, and approaching Christmas, one of  our holiest and most beloved holidays.” 

Other bishops and dioceses are issuing similar advisories. Some church leaders began in November to 
impose new restrictions, amid concern that families gathering for Thanksgiving would accelerate 
transmission of  the coronavirus. Whatever effect that holiday had on local outbreaks, the latest national 
numbers are alarming: An average of  more than 2,000 Americans a day have died in the past week, 
according to data tracked by The New York Times, making this the deadliest period of  the pandemic. 

“Renewed restrictions, while causing short-term disappointment, will help us all traverse the coming 
months in greater health and with genuine care for one another, as Jesus has commanded,” the bishops 
of  Massachusetts and Western Massachusetts said on Nov. 19 in a joint message to their dioceses. 

They advised churches to suspend in-person, indoor worship for the foreseeable future. 

“We know and grieve that the timing of  these restrictions means that Advent and Christmas simply will 
not be observed with many of  our cherished traditions this year,” the bishops said. “Instead it will be a 
year for small, quiet, contemplative possibilities – perhaps not unlike the lonely stable in Bethlehem 
shared by that little family at the Incarnation, where Christ first came to meet all our hopes and fears.” 

St. Andrew’s in the Valley Episcopal Church in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, stages a living nativity scene in 
December 2018. This year, congregations churchwide have developed socially distanced offerings to help 
parishioners celebrate Advent and Christmas safely. Photo: Diocese of  Central Pennsylvania 

Despite the pandemic cloud hovering over Advent, there is a silver lining: Episcopal churches have been 
through this before. 
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The onset of  the pandemic in mid-March during Lent fueled widespread suspensions of  in-person 
services, and in many cases those suspensions lasted for months, upending parish life and forcing clergy 
and lay leaders and their congregations to get creative in how they celebrated Holy Week and Easter. 

“They had to kind of  reinvent everything they were used to doing, and nothing felt like it should,” said 
the Rev. Andrew Wright, canon to the ordinary in the Diocese of  Newark. March and April were stressful 
months, he told ENS, but “we’re all more experienced with how we need to do this now than we were.” 

The New York metro region, including New Jersey, was hit in April by one of  the worst early outbreaks 
of  the pandemic. Conditions later improved enough that the Diocese of  Newark began allowing in-
person worship services in July, but cases surged again in November. 

Newark limited attendance on Nov. 29, the first Sunday in Advent, to 10 people indoors and 50 people 
outdoors. With the outbreak continuing to worsen this month, the diocese has further limited in-person 
worship to only those needed to produce livestream services. 

As with Easter, the inability to gather in large numbers will make for an unprecedented Christmas, but 
congregations now are familiar with celebrating holidays online, Wright said. “We will have done it before, 
if  we have to do something creative again.” 

With that creativity, clergy and lay leaders across the church are sending the message this Advent that the 
coronavirus isn’t canceling Christmas. Pageants are going online this year. Digital Advent calendars and 
Zoom holiday trivia are helping to make the season bright. Virtual carols are taking the place of  church 
sanctuaries filled with song. 

And dioceses and congregations are inviting Episcopalians to celebrate Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
together through their online services. With in-person worship suspended, the Diocese of  Ohio 
announced this week that it was enlisting members of  congregations across the diocese to contribute 
portions of  the diocese’s holiday services, including a virtual choir. 

“Every one of  us will doubtless be disappointed not to be gathering in person with our parish 
companions as we make the Advent journey to the stable of  the Incarnation and celebrate the birth of  
the Savior anew in our hearts, communities, and world,” Ohio Bishop Mark Hollingsworth said in a Dec. 
4 message to the diocese. Yet even in this time of  illness and loss, he said, “we will hear again the angels 
sing and proclaim joy to the world with unfailing confidence in the incarnate love of  God.” 

In the Diocese of  Los Angeles, Bishop Suffragan Diane Bruce will join a virtual celebration of  the feast 
of  the Virgen de Guadalupe on Dec. 12, as well as a “Christmas Around the Creche” service on 
Christmas Day. Congregations in the diocese are planning their own online Christmas services, and 
Bishop John Harvey Taylor will lead an online “Festival of  Lessons and Carols for Christmas” on Dec. 
27. 
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Pennsylvania Bishop Daniel Gutiérrez advised his diocese on Dec. 8 that congregations should refrain 
from in-person worship services for the rest of  Advent because of  the recent increase in COVID-19 
cases, but he made an exception for Christmas: Congregations may gather in person that day while 
limiting attendance to 25% of  church capacity and following other precautions. 

“This year our Christmas celebrations may not take the form we expected,” Gutiérrez said, “but none of  
that can limit the power of  Jesus Christ that will come powerfully and beautifully into our hearts and 
shine a light into the darkness once more.” 

– David Paulsen is an editor and reporter for Episcopal News Service. He can be reached at 
dpaulsen@episcopalchurch.org. 

Lay leaders, volunteers work behind-the-scenes magic to orchestrate virtual  

Advent and Christmas events 

Our annual Advent Lessons and Carols service will be one of  many Christmas traditions that we will miss 
this year. You can still watch one online at Sewanee: The University of  the South. Alumnus and 
filmmaker Stephen L. Garrett directed an excellent a40-minute recorded version, with masked and 
distanced singers and musicians. It can be found at:  

https://new.sewanee.edu/campus-life/believing/all-saints-chapel/lessons-and-carols/ 

SHOP LOCAL, SHOP SMALL, and SHOP SAFE 

You may already know that the current situation with COVID-19 and the 
lockdowns has deeply impacted our small businesses in Placerville. Please shop 
locally this Christmas in order to support our restaurants and small business 
owners. 
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Twelve Steps for Caregivers: 

Many of  us are finding ourselves being caregivers and I wanted to share these caregiving tips. I had it in 
my files when I was a hospice chaplain, and don’t have the original source. 

Step 1. Although I cannot control the disease process, I need to remember I can control many aspects of  
how it affects my loved one and me. 

Step 2. I need to take care of  myself  so that I can continue doing the things that are most important. 

Step 3. I need to simplify my lifestyle so that my time and energy are available for things that are really 
important at this time. 

Step 4. I need to cultivate the gift of  allowing others to help me because caring for my loved one is too 
big a job for one person. 

Step 5. I need to take one day at a time rather than worry about what might happen in the future. 

Step 6. I need to structure my day because a consistent schedule makes life easier for my loved one and 
me. 

Step 7. I need to have a sense of  humor because laughter helps people put things in perspective. 

Step 8. I need to remember that my loved one is not being “difficult” on purpose; rather his/her behavior 
and emotions are distorted by the illness. 

Step 9. I need to focus on and enjoy what my loved one can still do rather than constantly lament over 
what is gone. 

Step 10. I need to increasingly depend on other relationships for love and support. 

Step 11. I need to remind myself  that I am doing the best that I can at this very moment. 

Step 12. I need to draw upon a higher power which I believe is available to me. 

You might want to pick one step each day or week and think about it and try to incorporate its message 
into your thoughts and actions. My all-time favorite is #11, which may be the most difficult, and yet I 
believe it is the step that can help us the most to keep in balance and feeling okay about our situation and 
ourselves. 
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A story of  hope and peace  

I want to leave you with a story that you have probably heard, but it’s one that one can never hear 
enough. Leslie Weatherhead, an author and Methodist minister, who served in WWI, wrote this story. I 
think it was made into a movie years ago: 

When World War I erupted in 1914, soldiers on both sides were assured they would be home by 
Christmas to celebrate victory.  We know that prediction proved false and the men on the front-lines did 
not get home for Christmas and the war dragged on for four years.  

However, on Christmas Eve, December 1914, the weather abruptly became cold enough to freeze the 
water and slush of  the trenches in which the men were bunkered. Take a minute to place yourself  there -  

On the German side, soldiers began lighting candles. British sentries reported the appearance of  small 
lights, raised on their bayonets, or so they thought, to their commanding officers. These lanterns clearly 
illuminated German troops, making them vulnerable to being shot, but the British held their fire.  

Some British officers took out binoculars and saw that their enemy troops were holding, not lit bayonets, 
but Christmas trees over their heads, with lighted candles in their branches. The message was clear:  
Germans, who celebrated Christmas on the eve of  December 24, were extending holiday greetings to 
their enemies. 

Then the British began hearing a Christmas carol. It was soon picked  up all along the German line as 
other soldiers joined in, harmonizing. The words heard were “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht”,  
but British troops immediately recognized the melody as “Silent Night, Holy Night” and began singing, in 
English, along with the Germans. 

One by one, British and German soldiers began laying down their weapons and walked over into “no-
man’s land," a small patch of  bombed-out earth between the two sides.  

So many soldiers on both sides ventured out that superior officers were prevented from objecting. An 
undeclared truce had erupted and peace had broken out. Frank Richards was an eyewitness of  this 
unofficial truce. In his wartime diary, he wrote: “We stuck up a board with ‘Merry Christmas’ on it.  
The enemy stuck up a similar one. Two of  our men threw their equipment off  and jumped on the  
parapet, the wall to shield them, with their hands above their heads. Next, two of  the Germans did the 
same, our two going to meet them. They shook hands and then we all got out of  the trench and so did 
the Germans.” 

Richards also explained that some German soldiers spoke perfect English, with one saying how fed up he 
was with the war and how he would be glad when it was all over. His British counterpart agreed. 

That night, enemy soldiers sat around a common campfire. They exchanged small gifts from their meagre 
belongings — chocolate bars, buttons, badges, and small cans of  processed beef. Men who only hours 
earlier had been shooting to kill were now sharing Christmas festivities and showing each other family 
snapshots. 
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The truce ended just as it had begun, by mutual agreement. Captain C. I. Stockwell, of  the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers, recalled how, after a truly “silent night,” he fired three shots into the air at 8:30 am on 
December 26 and then stepped up onto the trench bank.  

A German officer, who had exchanged gifts with Captain Stockwell the previous night, also appeared on 
the trench bank. They bowed, saluted and climbed back into their trenches. A few moments afterward, 
Captain Stockwell heard the German officer fire two shots into the air — and the war was on again. 

Too bad it couldn’t continue, but for those precious moments, in that place of  darkness, the ancient tale 
of  what happened was conveyed by the recognizable symbol of  the Christmas tree and the singing of  a 
carol — preposterous and holy. And the men in those trenches in that night stopped to listen. 

Share Christmas Eve with the Church of  Our Saviour 

4 pm December 25th 

The video will stay on our website page so you can worship with us anytime.The Facebook link is: 
https://www.facebook.com/OurSaviourPlacerville
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