
Father forgive is based on the theology of  Coventry. The burned out cathedral stands with 
the words "Father forgive." The theology is not forgive just them, but us, me, you, her, him, 
even it. 

The Church is Christ's body, and the gaping wound that we caused in the edifice is symbolic 
of  the wound in Christ's side on the cross. which leads us to Calvary. 

In Calvary we committed the ultimate abuse, by destroying the flesh of  God Incarnate. On 
the cross Jesus said, "Father forgive them." Jesus alone can say "them". The rest of  us are all 
implicated in the crime, and for us it is Father forgive. 

Which takes us to the Incarnation. In the Incarnation, He became us so that we can become 
Him. We partake of  his immortality through his offer, promise and sacrifice, just as He 
partook of  our flesh. So any violation of  chastity is a violation of  Holy flesh, which makes 
sexual or physical abuse so horrifying. 

Which takes us to being as Christ-like as possible. One of  the finest Imitations of  Christ I 
ever witnessed was in the court room during the trial of  the worst child molester in our 
county's history. The defense attorney kept his arm around the abuser during the entire 
hearing. There was no jury, just a judge. All acts were admitted to. The maximum sentence 
was going to be meted out. This was no posturing, but true compassion for one of  the most 
broken people I have ever seen. From being abused, to being the abuser, and now 
contemplating the violence awaiting him in jail, where he was, of  course, beaten up, this 
broken man was comforted on his path by his attorney. 

St. Francis did not feel fully converted until he could hug the lepers in his community. 
Lepers were repulsive to him, but he did it, and felt completed in his conversion. We all need 
to find a way to hug the lepers in our community. 

And until we do, 

Father forgive.


