
Easter 2 

John 20:19-31 

19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of  the week, and when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were, for fear of  the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His 
hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when 
He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 23 “If  
you forgive the sins of  any, their sins have been forgiven them; if  you retain the sins of  any, 
they have been retained.” 24 But Thomas, one of  the twelve, called Didymus, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord 
!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of  the nails, and put my finger 
into the place of  the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 26 After eight 
days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having 
been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He said to 
Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put 
it into My side ; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to 
Him, “My Lord and my God !” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you 
believed ? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 

Why This Gospel Was Written. 

30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of  the disciples, which 
are not written in this book ; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  God ; and that believing you may have life in His name. 

Unless I feel His wounds. 

The Economist writes wonderful obituaries. One was about a Brahmin lawyer in India. He 
was at the pinnacle of  society, maintaining a stable of  polo ponies. One day at the river, he 
noticed some garbage floating by. Risking his ritual purity, he touched it. The garbage 
moved. It was a dying leper. Horrified the Brahmin ran away. He was unable to sleep that 
night. He went back to the river the next day. The pile of  garbage, transformed into dying 
humanity was still there. Taking the leper into his arms, he carried him home, and provided 
palliative care and hospice to the dying man. The Brahmin sold everything he had, bought a 
farm, and gathered lepers to him, and gave them a colony in which they could be self  
sufficient. When the Brahmin died he was buried in the colony, loved, honored and mourned 
by all of  the residents. 



In Raphael's School of  Athens fresco, the central dominating figures are Plato and Aristotle. 
Plato is elderly, somewhat ethereal, and pointing to the heavens. Aristotle, young, dark and 
handsome, is pointing forward, towards the viewer. Plato dominates the vertical axis, and 
Aristotle the horizontal. 

I can imagine the conversation. 

Plato: “Oh, Aristotle, I cannot wait to leave this oh, so corrupt world, this oh, so corrupt 
body, and ascend to the heavens, where my real home is, where my real body awaits me. Oh, 
to leave this confused planet, benighted by shades and shadows." 

Aristotle: Come on, Plato! Get your head out of  the clouds! Look around you. Here is the 
true reality. Look at that person looking back at you. Study what you can actually see and 
touch. 

Some scholars posit a conflict between a School of  Thomas and a School of  John towards 
the end of  the first century. John’s gospel was the last canonical gospel written, and 
assembled around 90 A.D. Although a Gospel of  Thomas was known of  through out 
church history, only in the 20th century was an ancient manuscript discovered at Nag 
Hammadi. It is believed that the gospel of  Thomas could have been written as early as 
John’s Gospel, or, perhaps a generation later. The Gospel of  Thomas is not a narrative 
Gospel, like the Gospel of  John, but a collection of  sayings attributed to Jesus. Although 
writings ascribed both to John and to Thomas have aspects that are as ethereal as Plato, and 
as here and now as Aristotle, some see in today’s Gospel a playful rebuke to Thomas. Ha Ha, 
Thomas! You thought you were so mystical, but when push comes to shove, you actually had 
to touch the wounds of  the risen Lord in order to believe. Take that our Platonic friend! 

Actually, all of  the Apostles got to see the actual risen Lord, including his wounds, and 
THEN they rejoiced. We seem to need our God to be both immanent and transcendent. 
The beauty of  this Gospel reading is it leads from the Aristotelian experience of  the 
empirical to the Platonic transcendent insight. We are lead from touch to Adoration to 
Praise. 

Thomas is also given the role of  Socrates by John. He asks the great question in John:14, 
“Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 
answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 

The answer that Jesus gives seems threatening. It can seem terrifying and exclusive. How do 
I get a benevolent God out of  this? I had an epiphany. This is not a threat, but a promise. 
Jesus is a birth canal through whom we will pass to reach the Father, polished and cleansed. 



Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, founder of  the Moravian church, born in 1700, 
had a similar experience when he encountered this question from Thomas and answer from 
Jesus. He had a mystical experience while contemplating the wounds of  Christ, especially the 
side wound caused by the lance thrust of  the Roman centurion. Zinzendorf  experienced 
himself  floating through the side wound into Christ, and experiencing the entire Universe of  
eternity. 

The most famous incident of  personal identification with the wounds of  Christ is when St. 
Francis experienced the stigmata. St. Francis actually tried to conceal the wounds, but the 
wound on his side kept flowing, and the blood gave him away. St. Francis knew that he had 
achieved his goal of  imitating Christ in all things. 

Thomas is also known as the twin, and there is some legendary material that describes 
Thomas as not merely the Twin, but as the Twin of  Christ. How did this mythology come 
about? Perhaps there was something about Thomas that also seemed to be the culmination 
of  the imitation of  Christ. 

John 12:3, Then Mary took about a pint of  pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it 
on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance 
of  the perfume. 

The trade in nard went from the foothills of  the Himalayas, where the blossoms were 
grown, to the holy land, where the ointment was used for the preparation of  the body for 
burial. Jewish traders had set up trading villages and synagogues along the Indian coast. 
Thomas was assigned the task of  being the Apostle to India, and seems to have enjoyed 
success there as he is said to have established a number of  churches by converting both Jews 
and Brahmins. Traditionally, a number of  Christians regard Mylapore as the original burial 
site of  St. Thomas the Apostle. The San Thome Basilica stands on this site. His body was 
moved eventually to Edessa, in Syria, which was also an important city in the nard trade. 

I recently read a quote from Mother Teresa. She believed that the proper image for her 
ministry was that it was like tossing a pebble into the water, and sending out the ripples. I 
believe that the ministry of  Thomas was the tossing of  a pebble into distant waters, whose 
ripples two thousand years later pushed the body of  a dying leper against the shore. 

How did St. Thomas die? Church tradition says he died a martyr’s death from a lance thrust 
into his side. 

Unless I feel His wounds. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of  all of  your saints, including the Apostle, St. 
Thomas, the Twin. We ask that we experience your immanence as we pass each other the 



peace. We ask that we experience your transcendence while looking into each other’s eyes, 
the windows into our souls, and contemplate your wounded twin within. We ask for all of  
this so that we can see the sanctity of  everyone we encounter, and be agents of  healing for 
this broken world. We ask this for the sake of  the wounds of  your son Jesus Christ, and for 
the wounds of  all of  your saints. Amen.


