
�  1

The Rev. Dr. Christine Leigh-Taylor    Church of  Our Saviour 

Proper 12A, July 26, 2020      Placerville, CA 

Inseparable! 

Famous passages from the Bible form our readings today.  

As we continue the soap opera of  Jacob’s life and tribulations, we learn how he married into 
Laban’s family, where he was a distant, and poor relative. He was in love with Rachel, the 
younger daughter, and willingly served Laban for seven years to be given her as his wife. But 
after the wedding feast his bride was brought to Jacob’s tent, wearing a veil, so that the 
marriage could be consummated. And it was. But in the morning light, Jacob saw that he had 
consummated it with Leah, the older sister, not his intended. He objected loudly to Laban. 
You know the story from here. I kind of  wonder who was dressed as the bride in the 
wedding celebration? However, what is germane to the overall story is that Jacob, who 
tricked his brother Esau out of  both his birthright and his father’s dying blessing, was getting 
his comeuppance. But, be warned: Jacob will triumph. 

We turn to the Gospel passage, another in the series of  parables from Matthew. Why was 
Jesus so keen on parables? The six we heard today are in the form of  similes – one thing is 
LIKE something else. The ones from the previous two weeks were clearly metaphors, where 
one thing STANDS FOR something else. Remember the weeds, the wheat, the reapers, the 
enemy, the different kinds of  soil, and so on? Each stood for aspects of  our life: both 
blessings and dangers. 

In today’s reading, Jesus was addressing his disciples, not crowds, and he was trying to use all 
sorts of  everyday images to stress the joy of  growing or being totally focused on living into 
the “kingdom of  heaven” – which is Matthew’s term for the Kingdom of  God. However 
one refers to this “Kingdom,” it is important to clarify that it doesn’t refer to the afterlife. 
On the contrary, living into God’s Kingdom is very much the goal of  THIS life. 

This morning’s parables are a bit of  a mixed bag. Some emphasize how something small and 
insignificant – like a tiny seed or a little yeast – can produce outcomes far outsizing the 
original investment. We can all relate to little bitty steps toward right action or compassion – 
steps we have taken in our lives that resonated and grew and became important. It is not 
clear what is meant by reference to what is old and what is new. Perhaps old laws and new 
commandments?  Of  course, Matthew ends this section with a characteristic phrase of  
judgment for those who are proven unworthy: they will be thrown into the fire “where there 
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will be weeping and gnashing of  teeth.” Sound familiar? This phrase occurs six times in 
Matthew! 

The meatiest reading this morning is contained in Paul’s letter. It summarizes Paul’s 
understanding of  who God is, who Jesus is, who the Spirit is, what they offer us and how we 
demonstrate our reliance on them. Take it home with you and go over it. It is eloquent 
beyond compare! 

The context is our weakness and suffering. We know those conditions all too well. If  we 
humans were in complete control of  our lives we would have no need of  anyone else. But 
that is decidedly not our condition – even on our best days! 

After posing several rhetorical questions, Paul concludes this way: “I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, not depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Indeed, who or what will be able to separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus? The 
only answer I can see is ourselves, by choosing to turn away from God or focusing attention 
on worldly pursuits. 

Some years ago, David and I participated in a small group exploration of  Christian beliefs 
when we were parishioners of  St. Michael and All Angels in Fort Bragg, CA. On one session 
we challenged ourselves to write a statement of  our beliefs. The resulting short statements 
were wonderful, diverse and revelatory, in the sense of  showing concepts we were confident 
of  and those we took on faith. Some aspects of  our faith feel very sure and concrete, while 
others we don’t need to argue with, but maybe aren’t so sure about. Other aspects of  our 
individual faiths may feel peripheral, and don’t require our whole-hearted attention. I could 
give you some examples from my own faith, but I don’t want to prejudice your own ideas. I 
would simply say that The Episcopal Church relies on scripture, tradition, reason AND 
experience. Our three-legged stool is really a four-legged stool – quite stable. 

St. Paul must have been a very complicated character! To have been a persecutor of  believers 
in Jesus and then to become the chief  articulator of  that belief  is a tremendous about-face. 
What about us? Some of  us grew up in “the faith” and have never had reason to question it. 
That would be me, although I was raised in the Methodist Church, and came to the 
Episcopal Church in my thirties. 
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Others of  us didn’t have the benefit of  a religious upbringing. Or perhaps it was religious, 
but dogmatic and judgmental. And some of  us grew up in households that hated religion. 

We come from all different backgrounds, but we’ve been led to this day and this parish to be 
a community of  compassion, charity and relevance. If  our purpose was just to socialize with 
each other on Sundays, our congregation would have died months ago without Coffee Hour. 
But, we have deeper connections to each other, and deeper individual meanings to live out. 

Here's an example of  meaning I read about this past Friday, from the Episcopal diocese of  
West Texas. Within their area are several Customs and Border Protection facilities for asylum 
seekers. We’ve all probably read about over-crowding and lengthy processing times in these 
places, plus worse problems. A parishioner in West Texas heard that some of  the detainees 
were going to be suddenly released, because of  Covid-19 outbreaks, and she sought her 
bishop’s support to do something. He, Bp David Reed, agreed to support her effort. She, 
Flor Saldivar, moved quickly, and though there were many hiccups along the way, got 
emergency housing at area rentals. What makes it a crisis is if  a family is released from 
detention, and they have to have a place to go, the release is canceled. The response from his 
diocese has been overwhelmingly positive. Some donate to a housing fund, some offer to 
become sponsors. The people in the Church recognize human need and they act. What 
enables that? 

As St. Paul describes so eloquently, we have the Holy Spirit to help us in our weakness, in 
our reluctance to act: the Holy Spirit empowers and intercedes for us “with sighs too deep 
for words.” Can you sigh like that? Try it. Now consider that when you inhale you are 
breathing in the Spirit of  God, and when you exhale you are letting go of  all that would 
separate you from the love of  God. The Spirit will take care of  the details. May we all be 
empowered to compassionate action – in whatever small or big ways we are able to carry 
out: letter writing, phone calls to the lonely, sharing food, sharing our financial abundance, 
volunteering. It is Holy Spirit work, and we don’t do it alone! Amen. 


