
June 2, 2019 Easter VII, Year C,

By Tom Weikert

Major source: New Interpreter’s Bible

Acts 16:16-34, Ps. 97, Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 (grr), John 17:20-26

“Rejoice!” The Lord is King, rejoice!

 Let us pray: O God our times are in your hands. Lift our thoughts we pray-to Jesus-our thorn 
crowned King, raised to the right hand of the Father and our ever-present incarnate God. Amen. 
Please be seated.

I call this “Rejoice!” The Lord is King, rejoice! 

The end of the Easter season is packed. It’s packed theologically with the Ascension, the 
Visitation, and Pentecost and Trinity Sundays. The Ascension of Jesus was on the calendar last 
Thursday and for the day we are given a choice of collects. the traditional prayer for the 
observance asks that we may ascend in heart and mind and so dwell with him in the heavens. A 
more recent and alternative petition prays for faith to see that he abides with his Church always. 
So he is there and he is here and both are true and for that I say “Rejoice!”. Friday we celebrated 
the Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth who said to her cousin “Blessed are you among women and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb”. And Mary answered her, “My spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior”; for them, I say “Rejoice!”. Next Sunday is Pentecost, the receiving of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit; the week after, Trinity Sunday, we celebrate the great truth of One God in Three 
Persons, for all that I say “Rejoice!”. And today we as a congregation in the second service will 
rejoice in a Baptism, the welcoming into our fellowship of another newly washed soul.

Many of us have personal lives packed with powerful events at this time. There are weddings 
and graduations and career changes and physical moves sometimes for long distances. Lee and I 
got to be hosts for a week for our daughter Kirsten and her son Riley and daughter Sophie, the 
latter a youngster whose life not long ago was in grave danger; we rejoice. We also rejoice at the 
prospect of being in Boston next week for a Sox game and the Early Music Festival; by the way 
that’s not 1960’s Early Rock but 1660’s Early Classical music.

Of course all is not slap happy. Many of us are troubled in this packed season by world events, 
by the flexing of reactionary nationalistic muscles in China, Russia, India and elsewhere. In our 
own country on Friday in Virginia there was another gunning down of innocent people just trying
to do their jobs. In our personal lives we are dealing with our own serious weaknesses and with 
illness and death among those close to us. Even so, I say, even so, there is a kind of quiet 
rejoicing in being able to be there and to bear Christ to others. 

------  ----- ----- On to the Lessons!

Acts 16 tells us that Paul, in Asia, had a dream; someone in Europe, in Greek Macedonia, was 
begging for help, the kind of help that only the Gospel could give. So he and his friend Silas 
went. They found women who were working by a river who would listen and they made 
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converts. Then, in our lesson, the two missionaries saved a youngster who was being exploited 
for her gifts. Paul and Silas were plundered for their trouble, beaten, and jailed. They rejoiced 
deep into the night, praying and singing, and they were freed. They made a convert of the chief 
jailer and he washed them and fed them and all rejoiced. May we rejoice when God frees us from
our often self-imposed prisons of sin!

The reading from Revelation is kind of obvious in deleting three verses from Ch. 22, vv. 15 and 
18-19. Some of you know that’s a red flag for me. Sure, a lot of the Bible is difficult and some of
it is even repugnant, but please, ecclesiastical authorities, we are big boys and girls. Censorship 
is a slippery slope and I at least do not rejoice at the prospect of being presented with a nicely 
trimmed down and cleaned up and mooshy Bible. What’s in the secret verses? V. 15 says that 
there are some bad people. People who lie and cheat and hate will be excluded from the Holy 
City. Vv. 18-19 echo the ancient Hebrew Book of the Law, Deuteronomy:  anyone who adds to 
this book or subtracts from it will be excluded. Do you have to believe these verses to be a good 
Episcopalian? No. But pretending they are not there I do not like. Hear Oxford don Christopher 
Rowland: “It is ironic that the book in the New Testament with the most exalted claim to 
authority is the one that is least read and most widely despised. Even if we cannot understand…
(or) are uncomfortable…we must not ignore it…” V. 15 makes clear that the “divine guarantee is
not unambiguous”. Vv. 18-19 are of the “utmost significance”. I thank God and rejoice that I am 
free to read the whole Bible and that again today I am able in Confession to have my robes once 
more washed clean. 

Lastly we come to the Gospel lesson and perhaps you are rejoicing that the sermon is almost 
over. These verses that plea for unity are part of Jesus’ very long prayer to the Father before the 
Passion Narrative in John’s Gospel. In my idealistic youth I used to dream of organizational 
Christian unity. I thought even the Beatles were interested, they sang ‘I in you and you and me 
and all of us together, goo goo ga joob’. Alas, that was about Lewis Carroll, James Joyce, 
Humpty Dumpty, and Lysergic Acid. However,  my prejudices about other Christians were 
dissolved by personal experiences: there was the friar who blessed me and my pregnant wife, 
there were the lay Catholics who shared their faith with us, there was the Southern Baptist car 
pool friend who showed me he did not drag his knuckles, and there were many others. So I got 
busy with COCU, the Consultation on Church Unity, fell in love with their plan, and was bitterly 
disappointed when it was sabotaged by clerical obstinacy. Today I rejoice that as Jesus and the 
Father are one in love, I can be one in love with all who share his name and with God’s help 
perhaps even with all- period. A tall order, but we have an Advocate to help us, the Holy Spirit. 

So in our blessings and in our trials we rejoice. “The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice…Rejoice 
in the Lord, you righteous, and give thanks to his holy Name…Amen…Come Lord Jesus!”
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