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A Message from our Pastor: 

Grace and peace to you in the name 

of Jesus.  

Sitting to write this in the turmoil of human 

existence has been a challenge. I had to consult 

the Word of God during this time of trial. 

Colossians 1:11-12 reminds us of our need to 

rely on God’s power and grace. 

May you be strengthened with all power, 

according to his glorious might, for all 

endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks 

to the Father, who has qualified you to share in 

the inheritance of the saints in light. (ESV) 

 

The UMC will meet again in 2020 to discuss the 

direction for our future; a plan has been laid out 

for the amicable separation of the church. 

Listening posts are set up to discuss these 

issues. As of right now, it is just a plan, a vote 

will be required. 

As with the tragic events of a couple weeks ago, 

the church must rely upon God’s Word for 

strength and comfort. 

The Good News is as we move into spring we 

will be celebrating Holy Week together. The 

power of the resurrection as experienced on that 

Easter morning will once again fill us with 

hope. We will post the service dates in advance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several people have signed up to attend the 

Spring Jubilee in Myrtle Beach in April. The 

Fall Jubilee that 14 of us attended was 

incredible. So far 18 have signed up to go this 

spring. These trips draw us closer to God and 

closer to one another.  

I would like to take a moment to thank Robert 

Wilson for his leadership of the Trustees 

Committee over the past several years and 

welcome Patricia Conner as the new Chair. 

Gary Ayers will assume the role as Vice Chair 

and Lynne Graves will return as Secretary. Ron 

Seward, Will Ford, and Ray Barden are new 

members. Thanks to those who served as well. 

In your statement of giving for 2019 you found 

a letter I wrote about stewardship. I thank you 

for your support of the mission of the church. 

As the needs of the world continue to evolve our 

stewardship needs increase as well. Time, talent, 

gifts, and service, to further God’s kingdom. 

Your talents are needed.  

I look forward to journeying forward along side 

of you, looking to Jesus Christ, the author and 

perfecter of our faith.  
 

May God richly bless you.  

Ken Thrasher 

 

The Prospector 
Prospect United Methodist Church    

  Ebony, Virginia                                                       February 2020 

http://www.prospectumc-ebonyva.org/ 

www.facebook.com/ProspectUMCinEbonyVA 

 

http://www.prospectumc-ebonyva.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ProspectUMCinEbonyVA
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Listening Post/Information Sessions   

Join us for Christian conversation regarding 
the Protocol of Grace and Reconciliation 
Through Separation. 
 

Tuesday, February 25 @ 6:30 PM  
Crewe United Methodist Church 

607 Georgia Avenue 

Crewe, VA 23930   
 

Monday, March 9 @ 6:30 PM  

South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
 

Everyone is welcome to come and attend a 

meeting of your location choice. 
 

The Protocol is available via this link:  

https://www.vaumc.org/SeparationAgreement 
 

 

Farmville District youth ministry - Worship 

Team Hosted by Prospect UMC in February   

The youth-led worship service blessed the 

congregation in Ebony, VA., with their musical 

"this ain't for you!" Two young men, John Soto 

and Allen Mendez, from Trinity United 

Methodist Church in Amelia, spoke on the 

Australian wildfires and related it to how God 

and nature go hand in hand.  

Game and Music Night 
We had our first game and music night in 

January. A total of 28 folks showed up. We 

played 7 different games, including cards, and 

had 5 folks play and sing songs for our 

entertainment.  
 

Everyone who attended had a great time. Please 

join us on the following Monday evenings  
 

  

 
 

We want to thank all who help to make these 

functions a success at our church. 

Submitted by Gary Ayers  

https://umcfarmville.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=18f68e94f2ac47db7d898d3ca&id=7be54d133e&e=1691a2e05b
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Robyn Garrett, granddaughter of Susan 

Cunningham, and husband David presented 

their son Hunter for Holy Baptism on December 

1, 2019.  Our church has sent up many prayers 

for Hunter’s eye problem and God has answered 

those prayers.  Hunter is getting better. 
 

 
 

On a sad not, Donna Lawrimore went to heaven 

on February 3, 2020.  She will be missed. 
 

If you would like to become a member of 

Prospect, please reach out to Rev. Ken, 434-

955-0253.  He will be happy to talk with you.   

If you would like to have your name included 

on the friends list, please contact Annette Jones, 

434-636-2297 or email cajones@buggs.net .   
 

A new list will be available at the end of 

February.  

Annette Jones, Membership Secretary 

Congratulations 
Jan & Dick Bintliff 

Who celebrated their 50
th

 Wedding Anniversary 

in December. They invited everyone to stay 

after service to enjoy a wonderful luncheon that 

they prepared. The excellent home cooked meal 

consisted of fried chicken and side dishes and 

desserts lovingly prepared from family recipes. 

What a special way to show their love to each 

other and to us, their church family. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:cajones@buggs.net
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Food Programs 

Our mission team continues its work for our 

church and community.  Our happy meals are 

well received and we thank all those who help 

prepare and deliver the meals.  You continue to 

fund our nickel jar in support of the St. Andrews 

Society and we thank you for that.  Please 

remember to bring in food for the good folks at 

Holly Haven as they have hungry mouths to 

feed daily.  

Adopt a Highway Program 

Our adopt a highway road has been extended.  

We now have added on Siouan Road from route 

903 to the entrance of Siouan Shores.  You will 

see two more signs at both ends of Siouan Road 

with Prospect United Methodist Church 

displayed.   

 
 

Ambulatory/Adaptive Equipment Program 

For many years, Pastor Ken has been a contact 

in our community for people needing help as 

they recover from surgery or other medical 

issues. Not only does he visit the sick and pray 

with them, but he shares medical equipment that 

has been donated to our church.  
 

In 2015, Gary Ayers had open heart surgery and 

Pastor Ken delivered an electric lift chair to 

Gary and Barb’s home. It made a world of 

difference to Gary. So when he was able, Gary 

jumped in with both feet to support this effort 

and “pay it forward”.  
 

We have a team of 13 people willing to pick up 

or deliver equipment to your home. To date, we 

have delivered equipment to 26 people.  
 

As of February 2020, the following equipment 

is being used in homes in the community:  

4 - Electric Lift Chairs 

4 - Wheel Chairs 

2 - 2 Wheel Walkers 

4 - 4 Wheel Walkers 

2 - Hospital Beds 

2 – Canes 
 

Work Team 

We have a small group of volunteers that do 

work at the parsonage and other jobs, such as 

building wheel chair ramps. Both men and 

women serve in this way. Contact Gary Ayers if 

you would like to volunteer.  

 

 

Chris & Valerie Ruch, Mission Chairpersons 
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United Methodist Men 
You are invited to visit us on our meeting night, 

the third Thursday of each month except July 

and December.  We have a meal and a short 

meeting.  We gather at 6:30 p.m.  We discuss 

ways we can help in our church and community 

and beyond if need be. 

By the time this newsletter is printed, the 

Valentine lunch will be over.  The men invite all 

to lunch on Sunday, February 16 after worship 

for hot dogs, baked beans, chips, dessert, tea or 

coffee.  On Shrove Tuesday which is February 

25 we will celebrate with a pancake lunch 

beginning around noon.  Come by and join us. 

We look forward to the fellowship on the above 

dates.  

Blessings until next time,  

Charles Jones, UMM President 

 

United Methodist Women 

 
Starting with the January 2020 meeting; the 

time for UMW has been changed to 10 am – 

11:30 am the 4
th

 Monday of the month. No 

meetings will be held in July & December. 

The January program was provided by Debbie 

Dowling about “Letting our Light Shine” as we 

made a Pledge to Global Missions. The 

February meeting will be held at 10 am on 

Monday February 24
th

 in the Fellowship Hall. 

We hope to see some new faces!  
 

Review of the year’s financial distributions 

indicated that in addition to sending funds to the 

five global channels of giving, local outreach 

financial support during 2019 was provided to: 
 

Wings Ministry-Self Esteem for Young Women 

Brunswick County Cancer Support 

The group voted to distribute additional funds to 

the following groups: 

Brunswick County Department of Social 

Services (White Christmas) 

Henry Fork Service Center 

Red Bird Mission 

Grace Inside (prison ministry) 

Ebony Volunteer Fire Department 

Central Lifesaving Rescue Squad 

John 3:16 Center 

United Methodist Family Services 

Lake Gaston 911 Task Force 

Jackson Field Home for Youth 

Agape Day Care (Eastern Shore) 

Brunswick County Food Bank 
 

During November 2019, a UMW Special 

Recognition Pin was presented to Ann Hartley 

for her dedication to the Vacation Bible School 

program and for her work with the church 

website and Facebook supporting local mission 

activities that involve women, children and 

youth as well as so many other activities at 

Prospect United Methodist Church.   
 

A special thank you to everyone in the church 

who provides support to the UMW activities 

and outreach. You support helps to spread 

Christ’s love throughout our community and the 

world. 

Grace and peace be yours always, 

Debbie Dowling, Prospect UMW President 
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February 16 UMM Valentine Lunch 

 

February 25 @ Noon - UMM Pancake Lunch  
 

 

Service on 2/26/2020 at 7PM 

 

 

Monday, March 2, Game Night 6-8PM 

 

Sunday, March 29 Special Music 

PUMC choir, bell choir and local churches will 
perform a special musical event.  

More information to come. 

 

 

Saturday, April 4, 9 am – until 

 

 
Palm Sunday - April 5 

Maundy Thursday - April 9 

Good Friday - service @ 7:00 PM 

 

 

Easter Sunday - April 12 
Sunrise Service & Easter Egg Hunt 

 

2/15/2020 Deposits due for 4/27-29/2020 

Springtime Jubilee @ Myrtle Beach, SC 

http://www.jubileeconferences.com/ 

 

 

Open Mike/Music Night 

 Monday, May 4,  6-8PM 

http://www.jubileeconferences.com/spring/index.html
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WALL OF CROSSES 

 
The beautiful Wall of Crosses in the Narthex 

was one of the most well received fund raising 

efforts for our building project and it continues 

into the life of our Church in 2020. 
 

If you have someone special that you would like 

to remember or honor with a cross, now is a 

good time to do it.  I will be placing an order for 

the plaques March 2nd, and we would like to 

have all the new crosses and plaques in place for 

Easter Sunday. 
 

The process is very easy:  

First you would like to find a cross that speaks 

to your heart and represents your person or 

people.  Crosses should not be more than 12" 

high.  

  

Next fill out the form on the right of this article 

and return it to me, along with $6 for the cost of 

the plaque.       

            

A donation made to the Church would be 

appreciated. 
 

 Have a Blessed Day, 

  Peggy Donochod 

 

WALL OF CROSSES ORDER FORM 

In loving memory of 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 

In honor of 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 

Given by  

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 

Each plaque costs $6. 

Please make checks out to PUMC. 

Check______    Cash_____ 

 

 Cross____________________________

_________________________________ 

 

I wish to make an additional donation to the 

church in the amount of _________ 
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Prospect United Methodist Church  

PO Box 25  

Ebony, VA 23845        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


