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Reflections from our Pastor: 
Brothers and Sisters,  

Lent is a time offered us to reconnect ourselves 

with the Holy God. Jesus, immediately after 

hearing God’s voice, seeing the Holy Spirit 

descend on him like a dove, was kicked out into 

the hard and cruel world to face the devil. His 

40 days in the wilderness was the event that led 

him to Jerusalem and eventually to the cross at 

Golgotha. Where he bore out guilt and sin. 

 

The prophet Joel tells us to rend our hearts and 

not our clothes during this season. We are 

challenged to get our hearts right with God, 

without the world seeing our inner struggles.  

 

May this season be a time of deep reflection as 

well as a time of spiritual renewal for us all. We 

have “The Rest of the Story,” the resurrection of 

Jesus on that Easter morning to guide our feet, 

as that stone, meant to keep him in was rolled 

away and Jesus walked free of death, allowing 

us to do the same.  

 

May God guide your journey as you find your 

way through our wilderness travels, until we see 

Jesus face to face.      

 Ken 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rend Your Heart  

(JOEL 2:12-13 NIV) 
12 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 

    “return to me with all your heart, 

    with fasting and weeping and 

mourning.” 

13 
Rend your heart 

    and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, 

    for he is gracious and compassionate,  

slow to anger and abounding in love, 

    and he relents from sending calamity. 
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Missions 

The Mission group would like to thank the 

volunteers who faithfully help prepare and 

deliver our "happy meals".  This mission is well 

received by those who receive the dinners.  We 

prepare a dozen meals once a month for 

members and friends who may have been sick 

or hospitalized or who may just need a "pick me 

up".   
 

It’s time to do a litter pick up on our adopted 

highway.  We pick up trash on 903 from the 

North Carolina border to Siouan Road.  

Unfortunately there is always plenty to pick up.  

The next pick up day will be Tuesday, March 

20th.  We meet at the church at 9:00 AM and 

work no later than 11:00 AM.  If you have a 

pick up grabber, bring it along and save your 

back from aching.  We supply the trash bags and 

safety vests. Thanks!      Chris & Valerie Ruch 
 

United Methodist Men 
Charles Jones, President 

The men met in February for a meal, fellowship 

and meeting.  They discussed fundraisers for the 

year which will be reported on closer to the 

dates of the events. Watch your bulletin. 
  

On April 15 the men will serve 

pancakes and sausage after 

worship for those wishing to 

stay. Donations accepted!   
 

If you do not belong to the UMM, come and 

join us the third Thursday of the month. Our 

next meeting is March 15 at 6:30 p.m.  We 

would welcome you to our fellowship. 

Membership Notes 
Since our last edition of The Prospector, we 

said goodbye to three of our angels:   

Howard E. Tomlinson (Howdy), 

George Henry Bell  

Mary Luck. 

They are in their Heavenly Home. We miss their 

presence with us.   

 
 

 

Brady Owen Schiemann,  

infant son of Devin Nash and 

Zach Schiemann was baptized 

in January. 

 

 

The following people came forward on Sunday, 

February 11, to officially become members of 

our congregation:  

Linda Biggs, 

Kate Moreen,  

Phyllis Komber, 

Larry Larson, 

Lynn Graves, 

Bob and Debbie Dowling, 

 Ron and Susan Seward. 

  
If you are not a member and wish to join us, 

please contact Rev. Ken.  
 

Annette Jones, Membership Secretary 
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United Methodist Women 
Pat Conner, President 

February 26 - Our program was given by Binnie 

Nash on how he and his family are dealing with 

his daughter's decision to go into mission work 

and how she was drawn into this over the years.  

It was very interesting and the covered dish 

dinner was enjoyed by the UMW and UMM in 

attendance.  
 

March 10 - Several members of the UMW will 

be attending the District Prayer Breakfast at 

Brian's Restaurant in South Hill.  This is one of 

the district meetings where most of the district 

churches are represented.  The programs are 

always very interesting and well planned.  The 

mission focus for this meeting is Madelaine's 

House.  Items needed are disposable plates, 

bowls, cups, spoons and forks.  Paper products 

are needed such as toilet paper, paper towels, 

etc.  Fabric softener sheets, liquid laundry 

detergents (regular and sensitive skin), 

dishwasher detergent, sponges, bar soap, zip-

lock bags (all sizes) including 33 gal., 13 gal. 

and 8 gal. trash bags.  Anyone in the church is 

welcome to donate to this mission! Please 

deliver items to Patricia Conner, Elaine Chipley, 

Jan Bintleff or Dorinda Paxton at church. 
 

March 26 – A program on "Water for the 

Oppressed" in Africa will be given by C.W. and 

Leslie Bing who have been the hands and feet 

working for the Lord for eleven years and 

they will be returning to Zambia, Africa, very 

soon.  Our regular meeting will follow 

immediately after the program. 
 

April 23- Our program for April will be Call to 

Prayer and Self Denial given by Dorinda 

Paxton.  Immediately following the program, we 

will have our business meeting. 

 

May 13 - MOTHER'S DAY - We will again 

have our Mother's Day Song Service and we 

would appreciate your support.  Forms will be 

available at church closer to that date. 
 

May 21 (This will be the third Monday - May 

28 is Memorial Day.)  - Mrs. Brenda Gee will 

speak at this meeting.  She is the District 

Secretary for the Farmville District UMW and 

attends Shiloh UMC.  She is also the president 

of her local unit of the UMW.  It should be very 

informative.    One program each year needs to 

be lead by a district officer and we are very 

pleased that Mrs. Gee plans to be with us. 
 

June 17 - FATHER'S DAY - A song service is 

also planned for Father's Day.  We hope you 

will participate in this program.  It is another 

way to help us do our mission work all over the 

world.  Forms will also be available at church 

closer to that date. 
 

June 25 - The program for this meeting will be 

Candle Burning given by Elaine Chipley.  

Elaine grew up in Methodist churches since her 

father was a minister and she is well versed on 

the United Methodist Church and has always 

been involved with local UMW groups as well 

as district and conference levels.  We are so 

pleased to have her in our church and UMW 

unit.   
 

Our meetings are at 7:00 P.M. on the fourth 

Monday, unless otherwise noted, and we would 

welcome any and all ladies to attend and get 

involved.  You do not have to be a member of 

the church to be a member of the UMW. 
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KITS FOR CONFERENCE:  The UMW will 

again be coordinating the effort to make Kits for 

Conference. All members of the church are 

asked to help supply the items needed! 

Monetary gifts will be used to buy items and 

also to cover shipping of these kits to places in 

need.  We will be supplying School Kits and 

Health Kits and they need to be ready in time 

for Pastor Ken to take them to Annual 

Conference in June. The list of items and 

more details will soon be available!  

 

LAY LEADER REPORT 

You’ve heard me say many times over the past 

few years as we built our new education and 

fellowship hall that we are “preserving our past 

while building our future”!  Well the past is 

passed and the future is NOW!  We’re very 

excited about our future, and we hope you will 

be also, as we continue to nurture and 

strengthen our Church family and build 

disciples for Christ.  Just like the building of our 

building, this takes dedication, time, work and 

faith.  But again the final outcome is great joy as 

we celebrate the work of our Lord.  
 

As we move forward we’re looking at this as a 

step by step process. We want to begin by 

enriching our congregation through small group 

opportunities.  And once again we need your 

suggestions and your help!  Here are some ideas 

that we have been trying or will be initiating. 

 Pastor Ken holds a bible study on Friday 

mornings at 8 a.m. at the golf shop in 

Bracey (not on March 9). This is in 

addition to the Bible Study on 

Wednesday nights hosted by Charlie and 

Max French.  You are invited to stop in 

and have a cup of coffee and enjoy some 

casual and meaningful fellowship.  

 The UMW is trying to reach additional 

ladies.  Debbie Dowling started a new 

Morning Circle on Tuesday’s at the 

Church with the hope this will suit some 

of our members that may not want to 

drive at night.  This is a 3-month trial to 

see whether there is interest.  March 27 

at 10 AM will be the third opportunity. 

Spread the word! 

 We are considering a “Stephen 

Ministries” care-giving group which is 

grounded in Jesus’ command to love one 

another.  Several are attending an 

introductory training session to learn 

more before a final decision is made.    

And a reminder that on the first Monday of the 

month we enjoy coming together at the South 

Hill Cinema at 1:30 PM  for a wonderful movie, 

popcorn and a drink for only $5. Please invite 

your friends and family.  

We do seek your input as to what you see as the 

path forward for our Church and its Mission and 

Vision for the future.  There is a lovely wooden 

box in the fellowship hall along with index 

cards.  We ask that you would pray about this.  

If you have a suggestion that you feel would 

enrich our Church and our Church family, 

please share it with us.   Thank you all once 

again.    

Peggy Donochod 
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Prospect’s Future – Initiative Update 

In the Fall newsletter, we informed you that we 

were embarking on an initiative to look at 

church life with the future in mind.   

While focused on the same mission to make 

disciples of Christ to transform the world, our 

intention is to continue to build upon all of the 

positive things about our church today as we 

consider new possibilities and approaches 

moving forward. 

On February 18, 2018, the first Sunday of Lent, 

Anne Hartley and Pastor Ken presented the 

proposed Vision from the initiative work for 

moving forward as a church that shines the 

spotlight on four focus areas:  
 

 Church vitality 

 

 Church effectiveness 

 

 Long-term viability 

 

 Ways to engage all ages groups  

 

We also introduced Prospect’s Future 

suggestion box that commemorates this 

initiative and to encourage everyone to share 

ideas.  Many thanks to Chris Ruch for such a 

lovely box.  

Copies of the vision are in the Fellowship Hall 

as well as the Narthex of the church. In addition, 

Anne can email you a copy. We are working to 

connect with as many of our congregation as 

possible to get feedback on the vision. Our goal 

during Lent is to discuss, finalize, and gain 

church commitment that will be consecrated on 

Easter Sunday. 

 

Every person is key to our path forward and 

we want you – our church family – to feel 

excited and inspired to be part of the 

journey!   

 

 

 

 

 

Please let us know what you think about the 

vision. If you would like to chat about the vision 

content or have questions or thoughts to share, 

please contact Anne at (919) 602-5012 or 

ahartley@nc.rr.com, Peggy Donochod at (434) 

636-2494, Valerie Ruch at (434) 636-2484, or 

Pastor Ken. 
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In Mark 3:13-19, Jesus is followed by a large 

crowd of people all vying for his attention. The 

Bible says that He healed many before 

eventually pushing away from the crowd. While 

heading up the mountain to get away, Jesus 

“called to him those whom he desired, and they 

came to him. He appointed twelve – designating 

them apostles – that they might be with him and 

that he might send them out to preach and have 

authority to cast out demons.” This is the point 

in Christ’s ministry where He separated the 

twelve from the rest of the crowd. He called 

them out to be His “small group.” They would 

spend concentrated time together training and 

preparing for ministry. 

 

John Wesley, an 18
th

 century Anglican 

clergyman who founded the Methodist 

movement, preached for conversion and he saw 

thousands come to faith in Christ. But he didn’t 

stop with conversion.  He organized converts 

into small groups and stressed life-transforming 

discipleship. In his short history of the 

Methodist movement he writes, “Many 

‘repented, and believed the Gospel;’ and some 

joined together, to strengthen each other’s hands 

in God, and to provoke one another to love and 

to good works.” 

  

For these groups, Wesley composed what he 

called The General Rules. Briefly stated, as 

Christians, we are to (1) do no harm by avoiding 

evil of every kind; (2) do good of every possible 

sort as far as possible to all people; and (3) 

attend upon all the ordinances of God like 

participating in worship, taking Communion, 

reading the Bible, praying, and more.  

From the beginning of Christianity, small 

groups were formed to build disciples and 

nurture others. Even today, the church 

encourages the formation of small groups for 

these same reasons. In addition, small groups 

build love, trust, and mutual accountability 

between members of the congregation.  

 

 
 

At Prospect we already have a number of small 

groups at work: the Crafters, the Quilters, the 

United Methodist Women, the United Methodist 

Men, Sunday School class, Wednesday evening 

Bible study, Friday morning Bible study, the 

Choir, and the Bell choir. Pastor Ken is asking 

for your input on additional areas where small 

groups are needed, and also volunteers to help 

facilitate these groups. Please talk with Ken, or 

share your ideas in the suggestion box in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

SPRING FORWARD 

 

Before going to bed on Saturday, March 10
th

. 

http://www.esvbible.org/Mark+3%3A13-19/
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-general-rules-of-the-methodist-church
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A Note from the Editor – Chris Barden 

        
 

I grew up in a little town southwest of 

Pittsburgh, PA and attended parochial school. 

Each year at Lent, the nuns would hand out little 

cardboard boxes and asked us to save our 

pennies so that we could send an offering to the 

missionaries to help spread God’s Word around 

the world.   
  

My younger sister and I would often stop at a 

little Mom and Pop store on our walk home 

from school. As soon as you walked in the door 

there was huge candy case. Behind glass and on 

top of the counter there was every kind of candy 

you could imagine.  
 

During Lent, my sister and I used the pennies 

that we would have spent on candy to fill our 

Lenten boxes. So not only were we making a 

monetary contribution, but we were making a 

physical sacrifice by giving up candy until 

Easter.  
 

In the March 2 devotional in The Upper Room, 

I was convicted by this sentence: “Every day, 

`we receive many gifts from God. We have not 

earned these gifts and we cannot possibly repay 

them.”  
 

In the spirit of Lent, Ray and I reviewed our 

church giving. We have decided to increase our 

offering. Will you consider doing the same? 
 

In 2017 overall and so far this year, this church 

that we all love, is not meeting its necessary 

monthly budget. And as we all know, God 

rewards us many times over for all that we do in 

His name.  

FINANCE NEWS 

In 2017, the amount needed to meet our budget 

was $132,340. We received $120,449.54. 
 

The monthly amount needed in 2018 is $11,672. 

Following are the amounts received so far. 

JAN  $6,332.00 -5,340.00 

FEB  $8,406.00 -3,2660.00 

TOTALS $14,738.00 -8,606.00 

 

 

Palm Sunday is on March 25.  We celebrate the 

entry of Jesus into the City with singing and 

waving of palm branches.   The Bell Choir will 

provide special music.  
 

Maundy Thursday is March 29.  This night is 

celebrated with a service and Holy Communion 

at 7 pm remembering the Last Supper.   
 

Good Friday service will be 7:00 p.m. This is 

the day the crucifixion of Jesus Christ is 

observed.   
 

Easter Sunday is April 1 

 
Easter morning celebrations begin with a sunrise 

service at 6:30 a.m. at the home of Chip and 

Bev Hill (434-636-5101). The regular Easter 

Worship service begins at 9:15 a.m.  The choir 

will provide special music. There will be an 

Easter Egg Hunt after church. 
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Prospect United Methodist Church  

PO Box 25  

Ebony, VA 23845  

 

 


