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Matthew 9 pt 5  The Laborers are Few 
27 And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and 
saying, Thou son of David, have mercy on us.  

Jesus departed from Jairus home. Those who were mourning for the young girl are 
all talking about her miraculous recovery. The mourners weren’t allowed to 
witness the miracle, they were put out of the room. All they knew is the girl was 
dead and now she’s alive and healthy. Jesus did something and now the girl is up 
and appears to be fine. We now turn our attention to the two blind men. We don’t 
know very much about them. In Mark and Luke, there are stories about the blind 
receiving their sight, but I did not find this story. I was unable to show a more 
detailed story about these two blind men. There are no details to let us know if 
they were born blind, cursed or involved in some accident which took their sight. 
All we know is that they were blind during the time of Jesus ministry. It appears 
they live in or near Capernaum and had heard people talking about the miraculous 
healings done by Jesus. They had a great desire to go to Jesus, but the city is 
crowded, they are blind, and no one has offered to guide them to the place where 
Jesus is ministering.  

Suddenly they hear a commotion near them. People, around them, are talking 
about Jesus. The people are excited, and someone says there He is, Jesus is 
coming. They hear the voice of a man speaking about the kingdom of heaven. 
They hear the voice and realize its Jesus speaking. He’s coming toward them. For 
the first time, in their lives, they have hope they might see again. They were blind 
and Capernaum was a busy city and there was never anyone to guide them. Now 
Jesus is passing nearby, and they hear His voice. They follow His voice and cry out.  

They address Jesus as the son of David, referring to the greatest king Israel ever 
had. They were familiar with the prophecies that God would send a great Messiah 
and establish the throne off David forever. They believed Jesus was that Messiah. 
The prophet Isaiah had prophesied about the coming Messiah (the anointed one). 
The Messiah would come one day and fulfill prophecy and bring in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

This is very meaningful, because the two blind men can’t read. The religious 
leaders, the doctors of the law, the scribes and Pharisees, have read Isaiah. The 
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book of Isaiah was a popular book. Even Jesus read from the book of Isaiah. Many 
of the prophecies spoken in Isaiah were no longer prophecies. At the time of Jesus 
ministry, the Isaiah prophecies of Israel being removed from their land, as a 
nation, were now history. Some of the great prophecies involved the future 
kingdom of Heaven, the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham.  

The book we call the bible, today, is a collection of sixty-six books. During Jesus 
ministry there was only the old testament. Most common people wouldn’t even 
own a scroll, of a book of the bible. The scrolls were all hand printed and 
expensive. Your average Jew would go to their local synagogue to hear the 
reading of God’s Word. The religious leaders had access to the complete old 
testament. With all their education and reading they completely missed the great 
wealth of scripture that was being fulfilled before their eyes. They were so filled 
with knowledge, education and pride their hearts were hardened against the truth 
of God’s word. Yet at the same time we see the two uneducated blind men, who 
had never had an opportunity to read anything, come forward in their time of 
need and seeking the Messiah.  

The two unlearned blind men recognize Jesus as the Messiah (son of David). The 
educated religious leaders did not recognize him.  

Isaiah 35:3-6 King James Version (KJV) 

3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 

4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. 

6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in 
the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

Notice the two never asked Jesus to restore their sight, because they deserved it or 
because He needed to prove who HE was. They asked Jesus to give them mercy 
and restore their sight, because they knew they were sinners. They knew they 
should have been judged and been blind, because they deserved to be blind. They 
don’t ask Jesus for justice they ask for mercy. Notice Jesus doesn’t turn toward 
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them or even stop but continues walking. Is this the loving and kind Messiah? Yes, 
it is. Jesus continued to walk away, making them follow, because it was the best 
thing to do. Jesus is always right.    

The blind men don’t give up, because they believe Jesus will restore their sight. 
Jesus continues walking and enters a house. The blind men know Jesus entered a 
building, but they don’t know what the building is or who it belongs to or who or 
what is in the house, because they’re blind. They just hear Jesus voice and follow.  

 

28 And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus 
saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, 
Lord. 

Jesus asks about their faith. He asks them, do they believe He can restore sight to 
the blind? They declare they believe. Why would He ask such a question? He 
wanted them to confess their faith. There are many Christians, who believe in 
Jesus but have moments of a lack of faith. I remember a story in the book of Acts 
where Peter was locked up in prison for preaching about Jesus. This was after the 
Holy Spirit was poured down on thousands of Believers on the day of Pentecost. A 
group of Believers were in the house of Mary, the mother of Mark, praying for 
Peter to be released from prison. 

Acts 12 King James Version (KJV) 

1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of 
the church. 2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And 
because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then 
were the days of unleavened bread.) 4 And when he had apprehended him, he put 
him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; 
intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 5 Peter therefore was kept 
in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 

6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the 
door kept the prison. 7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a 
light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, 
saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. 8 And the angel said 
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unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto 
him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. 9 And he went out, and 
followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but 
thought he saw a vision. 10 When they were past the first and the second ward, 
they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of 
his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and 
forthwith the angel departed from him. 11 And when Peter was come to himself, 
he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath 
delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people 
of the Jews. 

12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together 
praying. 13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to 
hearken, named Rhoda. 14 And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the 
gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 15 And 
they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. 
Then said they, It is his angel. 16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they 
had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 17 But he, beckoning 
unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord 
had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, 
and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place. 

 Here we have a group of devoted Believers and even they were surprised by God’s 
miraculous answer to their prayer. Jesus told the blind men they could be healed 
according to their faith. Their faith wasn’t the same as the cripple or the mute, 
who could see the miracles of Jesus with their own eyes. The blind man had never 
seen Jesus perform a miracle, they had only heard about miracles.  

29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. 

30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See 
that no man know it. 

They had the faith to be healed. They had faith in Jesus and they now could see. 
Jesus told them not to tell anyone. 
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31 But they, when they were departed, spread abroad his fame in all that 
country. 

I don’t know why Jesus told them not to share what He had done to their lives. I 
only know He told them not to share their healing with others. Jesus had a great 
reason to tell them to keep the healing to themselves, I just don’t know what it is.  

Matthew is letting us know, Jesus is the Messiah, the king of the kingdom of 
heaven. Jesus is fulfilling the prophecies of the prophets. Jesus proves He has the 
authority to fulfill the promise of the kingdom of heaven, to fulfill God’s promise to 
Abraham. Jesus is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.  

 

32 As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a 
devil. 

The word dumb is from a Greek word which means, a person unable to speak, 
because they have a lame tongue. According to this scripture is was caused by an 
evil spirit. There are many theories about where evil spirits come from, but the 
bible doesn’t say anything about the subject.   

33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes 
marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel. 

The healing of the lame man, the woman with an issue of blood, the raising of the 
young girl from the dead the giving of sight to the blind and the mute man who 
was able to speak were all miracles. No one disputed the miracles, not even the 
doctors of the law, the scribes Pharisees. The multitude of people accepted the 
miracles as coming from God. The Pharisees, who taught they were the people of 
God and the keepers of God’s laws, believed Jesus power was evil and came from 
Satan.  

34 But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils. 

It’s getting to the point where our institutions of great learning, in this country, 
are not teaching things that our children need to learn. In the past, our schools 
had an emphasis on teaching science, arts, mathematics and engineering. Today 
they still teach these subjects but have an emphasis on what is called free 
thinking. The problem is it’s not actually free thinking. Today many schools don’t 
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even teach Liberal thinking they teach a Leftist doctrine, such as socialism or 
communism to our children. I have no problem with Liberal thinkers. Most Liberals 
I know still love this country and believe in free speech. They believe in rights of 
the people. Many of our universities no longer teach individual responsibility, they 
teach a Leftist doctrine of hate, limited speech and want everyone to submit to a 
system of government control. They teach a social system of government which 
denies the existence of God. They don’t believe man was created in God’s image 
they believe they evolved from some slime over eons of time. The theory of 
evolution is just that, it’s a theory, it’s not even science. You can’t test it you can’t 
repeat it. During Jesus day even some of the religious leaders, known as 
Sadducees, didn’t believe in the power of God. 

In the book of Acts Paul is forced to make a defense against the Jewish leaders, 
who observe the Mosaic law. He presents his defense before a Roman Chief 
Captain. In Acts chapter 23 (KJV) Paul said,  6 But when Paul perceived that the 
one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men 
and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection 
of the dead I am called in question. 

7 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 

8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but 
the Pharisees confess both. 

The Sadducees were the highest level of Jewish religious leaders. They don’t 
believe in life after death (resurrection), angels or spirits. So what does the 
leadership of the temple believe in? They believed in tradition. They also believed 
in the Mosaic law but in a limited way. If you don’t believe in the spirits or the 
resurrection, you don’t believe in eternal life or judgement. Why would you need 
the law? You wouldn’t fear eternal punishment, because you remove the penalty 
of the law. The only reason the Sadducees would observe the law, of Moses, is to 
keep them in the offices of temple authority. That’s where the money is. Jesus is 
going about healing the sick and working miracles that can’t be faked and the 
religious leadership says He has the healing power from Satan.  
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35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people. 

Jesus wasn’t concerned with the beliefs of the Sadducees and the Pharisees. Jesus 
concentrated on reaching the Jewish people, especially those who knew they were 
sinners. Those that weren’t sure He preached a message of the righteousness of 
God. He went about to all the cities and villages in the area of Galilee. He proved 
to them His message was true by healing every sickness and disease among all the 
people who had faith in Him that were able to reach Him.  

 

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, 
because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 

There were more people who were coming by faith to be healed. It was always the 
same as it was at the house of Peter, when it was so crowded a man had to be 
lowered through the roof. Jesus is now out in the open and looking upon 
multitudes of people, who have nowhere else to go. Many were not allowed in the 
Jerusalem temple, to offer a sacrifice for their sins or infirmities. They weren’t 
allowed in the temple because their sins were too great. They were the ones the 
temple was made for. Others weren’t allowed in the temple, because their 
sickness or disease made them unclean and they had no way of being cleansed or 
cured. These were the multitudes whom Jesus said were the sick in need of a 
physician, the publicans and sinners.    

 

37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few; 38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest. 

Jesus turns to His disciples and lets them know the multitude of sinners who had 
faith to believe are plenteous. There are more who desire forgiveness of sins and 
healing than Jesus can get to in His human body and the short time of His ministry 
on earth. He tells them to pray the Lord will send out laborers into the harvest.  
Soon they will realize He is the Lord and they are the laborers. Jesus is discipling 
these men to take His place in reaching the multitudes of needy people.  
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When the time is right, He will send them out to spread the gospel around the 
world. Matthew 28: 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

Have you come to Jesus by faith? You must first realize you have an illness, you are 
dead in your sins, just as the two men realize they were blind. The two men 
believed Jesus could heal them and that was the faith they needed to receive their 
sight. You must believe Jesus paid for your sins. He paid for them by shedding His 
blood and giving His life on the cross of Calvary. After He died, to pay for your sins, 
He was buried. On the third day, He arose from the grave, because the penalty for 
your sins had been paid in full. The grave could no longer keep Him, and HE bodily 
arose from the grave and is now sitting next to the Father, interceding for you and 
me. All you need do is Believe in the gospel of Jesus. He paid for all your sins and 
receive Him by faith, and you will be redeemed. 

 


