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Matthew 9 pt 3 New Wine Goes In New Wine Skins 

We’ve been in the book of Matthew several weeks. We stated off with the 
genealogy of Jesus. Matthew proclaims Jesus to be a king. In order to prove He is 
qualified to be a king; you must prove He comes from the royal bloodline. Next 
God sends a messenger to prepare the way for Jesus, to announce His authority. 
Jesus then begins His ministry. He calls His chosen subjects of the kingdom. The 
religious leaders thought He would come to them. Jesus rejects the Jewish 
religious leadership, the doctors of the law, scribes, Pharisees and priestly 
Sadducees. Jesus not only rejects the religious leaders but chose common laborers, 
fishermen. Then to further insult the religious leadership, Jesus chose a traitorous 
tax gatherer to be one of His loyal subjects rather than someone from a priestly or 
religious sect. There is a definite rift between the religious leadership and Jesus. 
The Pharisees seem to take the lead in discrediting Jesus and attempt to follow His 
ministry and finding a legal charge to make against Him.  

Jesus goes about proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of heaven. He teaches 
things that don’t line up with the message of the religious leaders. They believe 
Jesus to be a false teacher because He claims to have the authority to forgive sin. 
The religious leaders know only God can forgive sin. They brought this to His 
attention and rather than agree with them He simply asked a question. He said is 
it easier to forgive sin or to tell a man crippled most of his life to walk? When they 
didn’t answer Jesus turned to a crippled man and told him to stand up, pick up his 
bed and walk home. Suddenly the crippled man stood, picked up his bed and 
walked out of the house. The common, uneducated people rejoiced. The religious 
leaders understood this man Jesus was dangerous and could challenge their 
authority. 

 This brings us to verse 14 of chapter 9 of Matthew. At the time, John the Baptizer 
was in prison. John was a preacher of righteousness and had spoken against a 
king having an adulterous relationship with the wife of the king’s brother. The 
disciples of John had no leader and weren’t sure what to do. They questioned 
Jesus about fasting, because they weren’t sure about Him. 

14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?  
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Who are the disciples of John? They are the people who follow the teaching of 
John the Baptizer. John was the last of the old testament prophets. John’s mission 
was to prepare the way for the soon coming Messiah, who would rule and reign as 
king, in the kingdom of heaven. We don’t know everything John taught; the bible 
doesn’t say. We know he taught; repent of sin and the kingdom of heaven is 
coming. He taught the coming and the arrival of the lamb of God that takes away 
the sins of the world. There is nothing in scripture to show John taught fasting, but 
it is certain some of John’s disciples observed the practice of fasting. It was well 
known the Pharisees fasted regularly. Why did the Pharisees fast? They didn’t fast 
because of the teaching of John the Baptizer. They didn’t even like John. John had 
said, Matthew 3: 5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the 
region round about Jordan, 

6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he 
said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?  

They would fast, to appear more religious than they really were. They did it to be 
recognized by men. Jesus said, Matthew 6:16 King James Version (KJV) 

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for 
they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto 
you, They have their reward. 

The religious people, the scribes and Pharisees fasted because of tradition. It was 
common for them to fast twice a week. The Pharisees would fast on Mondays and 
Thursdays. God didn’t recognize their fasting, because they fasted by tradition and 
not by faith.  

What is fasting? It is a time a person abstains from food and drink, except for 
water, to focus on God in prayer. It can be a prayer for forgiveness or a prayer for 
a need. There is nothing in the Mosaic law that commands people fast before God, 
but possibly one time a year on the day of atonement. Most of the fasting, done 
over the years, has been based on tradition. The purpose of this section of 
scripture is not to teach about fasting, it’s to teach Jesus is the King, the Messiah. 
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There is a story of fasting for gentiles, taught in the bible, in the book of Jonah. 
Jonah was an old testament prophet sent to gentiles, living in the city of Nineveh. 
They weren’t Jewish or Hebrew, they were gentiles. God had a plan for the people 
of Nineveh, but the bible doesn’t reveal what it was. Jonah hated the people of 
Nineveh and wanted God to judge them. God told Jonah to go to Nineveh and 
warn them that God was about to judge them. Rather than obey God, Jonah got 
on a ship, that sailed further away from Nineveh. God judged Jonah and brought a 
storm, to sink the ship. The men figured out, the storm had come because Jonah 
had not obeyed his God and cast him off the ship. Jonah was then swallowed by a 
great fish. The fish took Jonah back to the land, close to Nineveh.  

With reluctance, Jonah proclaimed God was about to bring judgement down on 
Nineveh. Jonah proclaimed the judgement throughout Nineveh. The bible says, 

Jonah 3:6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his 
throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in 
the dust. 7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: 

“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat 
or drink. 8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 
urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who 
knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that 
we will not perish.” 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

This is what is called repentance. The people of Nineveh turned around, they 
turned away from their sinful ways and sought the righteousness of God. 

Many times Christians are so relaxed in their salvation they forget they are to seek 
righteousness. They begin sinning, believing they are okay because they are God’s 
children. While you might not be cast into eternal judgement, God will discipline 
His children. You are about to be judged, right here on Earth. God could have 
wiped Nineveh off the face of the Earth, and He would have been justified in doing 
it. We today teach so much about the love of God we forget to teach the fear of 
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God. If God has put on your heart, that you need to repent of something and that 
means stop doing it and ask for forgiveness, maybe you should fast and pray.  

15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as 
long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the 
bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast. 

It appears Jesus is referring to fasting as a part of mourning. This could be for the 
loss of a loved one or a deep sorrow for sinning against God. Jesus responds, can 
the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? 

Why would a believer mourn before God the Father in prayer, when they are 
already in the presence of God the Son. Jesus is the bridegroom. The bible is the 
story of how God the Father, prepared a bride for His Son. Jesus says the days will 
come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away, and then shall they fast. This is a 
mention of Christ leaving them through the crucifixion on the cross of Calvary.  

 

16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is 
put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 17 
Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the 
wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new 
bottles, and both are preserved. 

If you put a piece of new cloth on an old garment, the new patch will shrink and 
tear the garment more. If you are going to fix and old garment, use old pre-shrunk 
material. If you use a new patch, only use it on a new garment so they can shrink 
together. 

He gives another example. You don’t put new wine in an old wine skin. In Jesus 
day, there were no glass bottles. The bottles for fermenting wine were leather. 
You put new wine in new wine skins. As the wine fermented, it would give off gas 
and the new leather would expand. If you re-used a wine skin bottle, it was 
already stretched and would not stretch more. It would burst and you lose all the 
new wine.  

Jesus is not actually teaching about patching garments or fermenting wine. He is 
giving an illustration of what happens when you mix old covenant Mosaic law 
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with new covenant grace. At the time Jesus is speaking, Israel is still under old 
covenant law, but He is on His way to establish the new covenant. 

Hebrews 9:15-17 King James Version (KJV) 

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of 
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first 
testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal 
inheritance. 

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the 
testator. 

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at 
all while the testator liveth. 

The new testament, the covenant of grace was not in force until after Jesus died 
on the cross of Calvary. 

Jesus is not just talking about fasting, He is talking about everything He has 
preached, and His focus is on his disciples. He is the KING and there is coming a 
new kingdom.  

Jesus is proclaiming the kingdom of heaven and He is the King. The kingdom of 
heaven is the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham. Israel will be in the promised 
land, not the small section of land they occupy under Roman rule, but the land 
from the Nile river to the Euphrates river. Jesus will sit on the throne of David, 
which all Jews are familiar with. 

In the kingdom, 

Isaiah 11:5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins. 

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall 
lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
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In the kingdom of heaven, there will be no more death, no more pain, no more 
sickness and no more tears. Jesus is not only preaching the kingdom of heaven he 
is giving the people an experience of it. He enters a city full of sickness, pain and 
death. When He leaves the city, all who came to him by faith are healed. Demons 
were cast our, the blind see, the mute speak, the sick are healed, lepers have skin 
as smooth as a baby’s. Jesus is now getting ready to show the people He can raise 
the dead. Very seldom were any such miracles seen under the old covenant. 

Under the new covenant, no more will the people go to the temple and the priest 
to offer sacrifices for their sins. Jesus is the lamb of God that takes away the sins 
of the world. All other sacrifices pointed to Him. While the law is in force, no man 
was ever made righteous by keeping the law. Only Jesus fulfilled the law and was 
found innocent, under the law.  

Luke 5: 37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will 
burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. 

38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved. 

39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The 
old is better. 

Notice the last verse of Luke 5:39. It says no man having drunk old wine (law and 
sacrifice in temple) straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better. This is 
because it’s hard to break away from tradition. When people have done things a 
certain way, it’s difficult to accept something new. If you ask most people why 
they worship a certain way they will say, because we’ve always done it that way. 
It’s hard to do something a certain way, when your mother taught you to do it.  

You can’t mix the Old and New covenant. There were Jews, who acted as though 
they believed the gospel, but had not put all their faith in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. They were teaching other faith in Jesus but also teaching you had to be 
circumcised and keep the Mosaic law to be accepted by God. They taught faith in 
Jesus alone was not enough. This would be like someone professing faith in the 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus on Sunday and going to the temple on 
Saturday and offer a sacrifice for sin. This is mixing the old covenant with new, 
which is not acceptable.  
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Hebrews 10 (KJV) 1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered 
year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 2 For then would they 
not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should 
have had no more conscience of sins. 3 But in those sacrifices there is a 
remembrance again made of sins every year. 4 For it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 

5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices 
for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 

8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for 
sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 
9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he 
may establish the second. 10 By the which will we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 12 But this man, after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 13 From 
henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 14 For by one offering 
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also 
is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 

16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, 
I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And 
their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 18 Now where remission of 
these is, there is no more offering for sin. 

 

Hebrews 12: 1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. (KJV) 

 


