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MATTHEW 9 Pt 2  Only Those Who are  Sick Need a Doctor 

9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting 
at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and 
followed him. 

Matthew’s was a rich tax collector; he was able to purchase the finer things in life. 
Many people were envious of Matthew, because of his riches, but one day 
Matthew’s life changed. He was no longer satisfied with the riches and worldly 
possessions. He knew there was an emptiness within him. He had a void that all 
his possessions couldn’t fill. He knew when this life was over, all his riches would 
be worthless. They would be left to someone else, because he couldn’t take any of 
it with him. He knew he was a sinner. He knew he was considered by most to be 
worse than a sinner, He was a publican. When he walked down the street people 
would walk across the road, just to avoid him.  

Even in modern times there is still an uneasiness to be confronted by a tax 
collector. I would hate to receive a letter from a tax collector telling me to come to 
their office. Just the thought of being called in raises concerns even if you know 
you didn’t do anything wrong. You have a fear the collector will want more of your 
money. If they find a specific item, they believe you owe taxes on, they’re not 
required to prove you owe the taxes. It’s up to you to prove you don’t.  

In Jesus day, the tax system was corrupt and full of fraud and corruption. When a 
publican said you owed more taxes, he carried the weight of the Roman 
government with him. If you refused to pay, you would soon be visited by Roman 
soldiers to enforce the payment of taxes, take away your property or seize you 
personally to be locked up. The Jewish people hated the Roman government. The 
Romans were the ruler of the Jewish land, at the time of Jesus. Israel was no 
longer a nation; Israel was an occupied land. Publicans worked for the Roman 
government and were traitors to the Jewish people. Publicans were always corrupt 
and greatly over charging everyone. The Jewish people considered publicans as 
the most corrupt people in the land. They were considered a level below harlots, 
thieves and murderers.  

Matthew was a publican. He knew he owed a debt to God he couldn’t pay. He 
knew he would one day stand before his creator and be judged, and he knew he 
had no righteousness to offer. Matthew feared being judged. He didn’t want 
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justice, he wanted mercy. He had seen himself as God sees him. His response was 
to go to the temple, in Jerusalem, and stand outside and cry out to God. He 
confessed he was a miserable sinner and needed a mercy seat. He needed God to 
provide a way for a sacrifice to be offered and innocent blood shed to redeem him 
from all his sins. On that day, God heard his cry. God the Father sent God the Son 
to Matthew and called Matthew to follow him. As a result, it came to pass. 
Matthew passed from being a condemned sinner to a sinner who was forgiven by 
the Savior.  

Jesus had called Matthew, the tax collector, to follow Him. Matthew repented of 
his sinful life and walked away from it. Matthew didn’t know how he would 
survive but stepped out by faith and followed Jesus. He had come to a point, in his 
life, where he knew he was a sinner and needed a savior.   

10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many 
publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.  

Luke 5:  29 And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a 
great company of publicans and of others that sat down with them. 

The term (And it came to pass) lets us know a period of time has passed, since 
Matthew was called. Matthew rejoiced and all his friends saw the change in him, 
they wanted to know what had happened to him. Matthew told them about Jesus. 
He told them how Jesus had forgiven all his sins and now he was accepted by God, 
because of Jesus. Many of his friends would ask, how can a man forgive sins, only 
God could forgive sins. Matthew’s new friends, the disciples of Jesus, told them 
how the Pharisees and the doctors, of the law, asked the same question. Jesus 
asked them was it easier to forgive sins or to tell a crippled man to stand up, pick 
up his bed and walk home? They all had heard and knew about the incident. None 
had witnessed it, because they wouldn’t have been allowed in Peter’s home. 
They’d never made it passed the Pharisees, or any of the Jewish people, at Peter’s 
home.  

Everyone was talking about the man being healed. Some of Matthews friends had 
seen the crippled man for years sitting on his blanket and asking for donations for 
food.  The man had been crippled for as long as they could remember. A few 
friends had mentioned that they thought they had seen that man. The man looked 
like the cripple they knew, but it couldn’t have been him, because he was walking.   
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Matthews friends asked how they could meet Jesus? Matthew told them Jesus, 
and his disciples were coming to his home to dine. The word got out and many of 
Matthew’s friends came to his home, to meet Jesus. Matthew’s friends weren’t 
your everyday Jewish citizens. Most of the Jews and especially the Jewish religious 
leaders, hated publicans and considered them traitors, to the Jewish people. The 
friends of Matthew were the non-religious rejects of their communities. They were 
publicans, prostitutes, thieves and drunkards. They all knew they would never be 
accepted into the kingdom of heaven, the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
Abraham. Now they are told Jesus can forgive their sins. They didn’t have access 
to the temple, because of the self-righteous religious leaders.  

Some had never been allowed to enter the temple, because their parents had been 
considered unclean and they were considered unclean. Others could remember a 
time when they were young, they would go to the temple with their families. At 
least once a year they would attend one of the required feasts, in Jerusalem. Their 
family would offer a sacrifice, for their sins, at the temple of God. This would cover 
their sins for the previous year. Now, they weren’t allowed in the temple. They 
knew they were doomed for eternity and had no hope, because they weren’t just 
sinners, but were the worst of sinners. They had no access to the mercy seat of 
God. Now they have heard that Jesus is here to forgive sins. Jesus says He is the 
lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. Jesus is their mercy seat. For 
the first time in years they have hope of having their sins forgiven and to be 
accepted by God. Matthew had many friends like this, and they came to his home 
to meet Jesus.  

11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your 
Master with publicans and sinners? 12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto 
them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 13 But go 
ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Luke 15 King James Version (KJV) 

1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. 

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with 
them. 

3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 
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4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety 
and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, 
Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. 

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 

Along with all the sinners came the religious leaders of the land. The Pharisees 
couldn’t believe their eyes, the man Jesus was sitting and eating with known 
prostitutes, drunks and other terrible sinners, even publicans. The Pharisees didn’t 
approach Jesus, they approached the disciples and asked why did their master eat 
with such sinners? 

Jesus hears the Pharisees and tells them; only sick people need a doctor. This was 
a way of saying, only persons who are sinners need someone to take away their 
sins. Persons who have no sins, don’t need forgiveness. 

Hosea 6: 6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more 
than burnt offerings. 

The Pharisees boast about how they keep the law, but they pervert the law by 
obeying various traditions which are opposed to God’s law. You can’t help a sick 
man until he agrees he sick and needs help. The religious leaders believe they have 
earned the righteousness of God. They keep the law, the best they can. Even 
though there are parts of the law they have problems obeying, nobody keeps 
those parts of the law. If God had meant for man to keep the entire law, He would 
have written it different. The Pharisees and doctors of the law believe they have 
earned their righteousness. They don’t fear judgement they believe they have no 
sins.  

Jesus tells the religious leaders He didn’t come to heal people who believe they are 
healthy; He came to heal those who know they are sick and have a terminal case 
of sin. He didn’t come to heal the proud He came to heal the hopeless. 

Every person will someday stand before the King, the Messiah, Jesus to be judged. 
Does that cause you fear? If it does that’s good, that’s the first step of being 
redeemed.  
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Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. 

Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge 
of the holy is understanding. 

Proverbs 15:33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom; and before 
honour is humility. 

This first thing you must do is realize you are a sinner and stand condemned. There 
is no bargaining that your sin isn’t as bad as some others, you must know and 
accept the fact you are condemned because you are GUILTY. Once you realize your 
need, you must repent. The word repent means to turn around and walk the other 
way. When you repent and call on Jesus to forgive you, He will.   

The reason He forgives is because He has already paid the penalty for you sins on 
the cross of Calvary. The Bible says, 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 King James Version (KJV) 

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. 

OR  
 

Colossians 2:13-15 King James Version (KJV) 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it. 

The only way any man can be made sinless before God is by faith in Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Savior.  
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14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? 15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the 
children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? 
but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and 
then shall they fast. 

Fasting is something many Christians don’t understand and very few practice 
today. The word used for fast is a Greek word which means to abstain from food 
or drink. The practice of fasting was to allow the person to focus on prayer and not 
on necessities of nourishment or comfort. Before and during Jesus time, it was not 
uncommon for a believer to fast and pray over a request they believed to be most 
important. The problem was many of the religious leaders would put on an 
appearance they were fasting and praying. They didn’t seek the will of God but 
sought the recognition of men. They wanted people to look up to them for their 
religious lifestyle but were only putting on an appearance without any substance 
to their prayers. Jesus addressed this earlier in chapter six.  

Matt 6: 16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad 
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to 
fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 

17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 

18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: 
and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

Jesus said, don’t do it for recognition, but do it secretly for the Lord.  

I was not able to find any specific law on fasting. Nothing that would command a 
Christian to fast. The new testament only gives a few examples of when a 
Christian should fast. One is found in Matt 17: 16 And I brought him to thy 
disciples, and they could not cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O 
faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I 
suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he 
departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19 Then came 
the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20 And 
Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have 
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faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to 
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting. 

 

16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is 
put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 17 
Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the 
wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new 
bottles, and both are preserved. 

Jesus is making a comparison of the old and new covenant. The old covenant was 
the law of Moses and the prophets. The new covenant is by GRACE. The old 
covenant brought forth guilt and death. The new covenant brings forth life. If 
you’ve ever patched and old garment with a new piece of cloth, you know when 
you wash it the new cloth will shrink and damage the garment worse than it was.  

It was common in Jesus day to put new wine in wine skins. When you put new 
wine in a new wine skin it would ferment. The fermentation process would cause 
the wine to build pressure in the wine skin would stretch as the wine fermented. If 
you used an old wine skin, it had already been stretched. As the wine fermented it 
created pressure, but the old wine skin wouldn’t stretch anymore. As a result the 
bag burst, and the wine was lost and the bag was damaged. These are simple 
tales to let everyone know, who can’t mix law and grace, to be saved. Jesus is 
pointing to the new covenant, which will not begin until His death and 
resurrection. No more would God’s people offer sacrifices at the temple in 
Jerusalem. Jesus was the true lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world. 
All the previous sacrifices pointed to the crucifixion and resurrection.    

 


