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Matthew 9 Pt 1 Take Up Bed & Walk 
 

1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. 

Jesus leaves the land of the pigs and enters a large boat with some of his disciples     
and sails back to the east side of the sea of Galilee. When they arrived in Galilee, 
they returned to the Peter’s house. 

Mark 2: 1 And again he entered into Capernaum after [some] days; and it was 
noised that he was in the house. 2 And straightway many were gathered together, 
insomuch that there was no room to receive [them], no, not so much as about the 
door: and he preached the word unto them. 

Luke 5: 17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there 
were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every 
town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was 
[present] to heal them. 

Matthew would suggest Jesus, cast out two thousand demons from the crazy man 
in the graveyard, sailed to Capernaum and started healing other people, the same 
day. Mark gives details that Jesus entered Peter’s house and rested a few days. 
Luke indicates the ministry of Jesus had spread across the land, all the way to 
Jerusalem. Many Pharisees and doctors of the law, which might include some 
Sadducees and the great teachers of the day, came to Capernaum to hear what 
Jesus had to say.  

The Pharisees, and doctors of the law, didn’t come to be healed, they came to 
evaluate Jesus teaching. They came to be sure he was teaching the same thing 
they taught. They came to challenge Jesus, in front of the people and expose his 
error.  

There are men today, that have the best education the world can teach. They have 
degrees from great schools of thought, recognized as Doctor of Theology and 
biblical languages. The problem is they are so educated they can’t believe in 
miracles or anything that would violate the laws of Physics. Some don’t believe in 
angels or life after death, including the resurrection of Jesus. These men stand in 
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the pulpits of great cathedrals, but don’t have any knowledge of a saving faith in 
the gospel of Jesus. They are just like the multitude of Pharisees and doctors of the 
law, who came to hear Jesus teach. Luke suggest there were so many of them, 
they almost filled the house. Many came on long journeys, to get there. Jerusalem 
is approximately one hundred miles from Jerusalem.  

When they arrived at Peter’s home, the people give up the best seats to them. This 
was done, because it was custom for the people to give up their seats to the 
religious leaders.  

 

2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and 
Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy 
sins be forgiven thee.  

The man is paralyzed and can’t walk. He’s been paralyzed for a long time. Many in 
the town new him and were familiar with his condition. Many had probably seen 
his friends carry him around, on his bed, over the years. One day a friend came to 
the crippled man, and his friends, and told them about Jesus. The friend told them 
Jesus preached the same message that the great prophet John the baptizer had 
preach. Jesus proclaimed the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. Jesus 
declared for all men to repent, for the kingdom of heaven was close. Jesus 
proclaimed He was the lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world. The 
crippled man and friends listened as the friend told them Jesus confirmed His 
authority from God by healing the sick and casting out devils. Jesus made the blind 
to see, He commanded fevers to leave, He saw Jesus heal the cripples and they 
would walk. The cripple man and his friend got all excited and picked up their 
crippled friend, with his bed, and carried him to Peter’s house.  

When the group arrived, at the house, there were so many people they could not 
enter. Not only was the house full, you couldn’t even get near the door. The 
crippled man’s friends were on a mission, they were determined to get their friend 
in the presence of Jesus. They believed, if they could only get their crippled friend 
to Jesus, he would be healed. They walked around the house to see if there was 
another way to enter, maybe a window. If there were windows, the crowds were 
blocking them, trying to get a glimpse of Jesus. One of the friends pointed out a 
spot on the house where there was no crowd, but neither was there a door or a 
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window. He suggested they could get on the roof and had a plan to get through 
the roof. Now I know this was not easy, but the men were determined to get their 
crippled friend into the presence of Jesus. A couple of them got on the roof and the 
friends on the ground lifted up their crippled friend, who was still on his bed 
blanket. Then the men on the ground got on the roof to carry the cripple to a place 
where the men could make an entrance hole. Once they had a hole, a couple of 
friends would climb through, while the other friends lowered the cripple down to 
them. The cripple was set down before Jesus. Jesus seeing their faith said unto 
the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. Jesus saw 
not only the faith of the cripple, but also the faith of his friends. The friends had 
the kind of faith that is contagious. They didn’t just talk about faith, they acted on 
it, they walked by faith. You could see their faith, just look at the hole in Peter’s 
roof. Jesus knew what the friend went through to get their crippled friend before 
Him. He told the cripple to be of good cheer. The word cheer is better translated as 
courage or confident. What would give the crippled man courage or confidence? It 
came from knowing Jesus was the King, the Messiah. Through the man’s faith and 
the faith of his friends, Jesus proclaim the man’s sins are forgiven and tells him so.  

 

3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man 
blasphemeth.  

Some of the scribes are described as doctors of the law. There were so many 
Pharisees and doctors of the law, who had come to hear Jesus, preventing most 
believers from entering the house. These are men who are educated and 
knowledgeable about the book of Moses and the prophet, the old testament. 
These are the men, who should have recognized the Messiah, through scripture. 
Rather than bow down to Jesus, they are offended, because He claims to have the 
authority from God to forgive sins. The men educated in scripture think Jesus is not 
just a sinner, but the worst of sinners claiming to have power from the almighty 
God to forgive sin.  
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4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?  

The scribes didn’t even need to say a word, Jesus knew their thoughts. I don’t 
know about you, but that scares me. I can hide my feelings or beliefs from people, 
but Jesus knows my very thoughts. Many times I’ve had thoughts that I would be 
ashamed to speak. I’m glad people can’t read my thoughts, but I can’t hide them 
from Jesus. Jesus knew these educated Jews, whom the average Jew looked up to, 
had very evil thoughts.  

 

5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and 
walk? 6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go unto thine house. 7 And he arose, and departed to his house.  

Jesus challenges the educated Jews. He asks a simple question, is it easier to 
forgive sin or to heal a man, crippled for many years? The educated Jew would 
think, both are impossible for anyone but the God of Abraham. Jesus; just so they 
would know His power comes from the God of Abraham, tells the cripple, stand 
up, pick up your bedding and walk home. Now it was up to the crippled man, 
laying on his bedding. He probably used his arms to push himself up on the bed, 
there was nothing wrong with his arms. He had pushed himself up, on his bed, 
many times, but never stood. Many times he had willed his legs to move, but 
nothing happened. He looked down and willed his legs to move and suddenly saw 
his toes move. He thought about his foot moving and it did.  

He wasn’t sure if he could stand, but he concentrated on pulling his legs up close 
and the legs and feet came up and he was ready to roll on one side and push with 
his arms and stand up. He wasn’t even shaking or unstable. He stood as though he 
had been standing for years. He looked down at his bed and with confidence bent 
down and picked it up. He had tears flowing, he was so thankful, and his friends 
were jumping up and down and praising God and Jesus. The man then put one 
foot in front of the other and began walking. He walked out the door, praising 
God. The scribes and Pharisees were confused, they weren’t sure what to do, but 
the man’s friends were rejoicing.  
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8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had 
given such power unto men. The man, who had been crippled, walked out the 
door. Many of the people outside, knew the man. May had known him as the 
cripple, for many years. They had seen him carried into the house and now he was 
walking out of it. They knew they were witnessing a miracle and glorified God, 
who had given such power and authority to the man Jesus.  

9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting 
at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and 
followed him. 

Matthew, also known a Levi, was a publican. A publican is a tax official who works 
for the Roman government. They usually had a set territory and were required to 
collect and turn in a certain amount of money on a regular basis. The government 
didn’t care how much the publican collected but they had to turn in the required 
amount to Rome. This led to a lot of overcharging, bribery and fraud. Matthew 
was sitting at the tax booth when Jesus called him. There were only a few roads 
going to cities and towns that could handle wheeled wagons and carts.  

Part of the power of Rome was in their road systems. They built roads that lasted 
for many years, they were good at it. If one of the cities or towns were to revolt, 
the Romans would send their army, including wagons of equipment and chariots 
down the good roads, in a quick response. The roads were also good for 
commerce.  

On these roads were located tax booths, also known as customs. All products 
either imported or exported would come through the tax booth. There they would 
be counted, valued and a tax assessed, and a fee charged, usually much more 
than was required by the Roman government. Most tax collectors were not 
Jewish. If a Jew was collecting taxes and overcharging his own people, he was 
considered a traitor to the Jewish community and a thief. If a Jew were to contest 
the tax charge many tax collectors would seize their goods. Then they would 
report the person as a smuggler, who attempted to illegally bring in goods without 
paying taxes. It didn’t matter if Matthew did it or not. All that mattered was that 
some of the tax gatherers did and all were looked at with suspicion. Tax collectors 
were hated by the common people.   

There is a story about a publican and a scribe or Pharisee who went to the temple. 
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Luke 12: 9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others: 10 Two men went up into the temple to 
pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11 The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men [are], 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as [his] eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified [rather] than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

I believe there were many publicans and sinners who regretted the life choices 
they made. When they were young, they saw a few ways to become financially 
self-sufficient. Some required great skills or commitment to studies. One was to be 
a tax collector. You knew you would be rejected by your own people, but you could 
be comforted in all the possessions you could have and lots of money. For many, 
who became publicans, they later regretted their choice. Money and possessions 
could not fill the emptiness in their hearts. They came to a point where they knew 
they would not live forever and were concerned with what lay beyond this short 
time on earth. There was a void they couldn’t fill. They knew, when they died there 
would be a final judgement. Many had heard the man Jesus speak and call them 
to repentance, because the kingdom of heaven was coming. They wanted to be 
part of that eternal kingdom, but knew they were not worthy. Many were like the 
publican, in the story. He went to the temple and cried out for undeserved 
forgiveness. I believe this story occurred many times. Sometimes it was a publican 
other times a prostitute or a soldier. I believe one of those publicans was 
Matthew. Matthew had heard the message of the kingdom of heaven and he was 
truly sorry for the life he lived. Jesus proclaimed He was He was the lamb of God 
who would take away sin. He would offer Himself as a sacrifice and offer mercy 
and forgiveness.  

When Matthew saw Jesus coming, I believe he got excited. He wondered what he 
would say to Jesus. He wondered would Jesus even look at a sinner, such as him. 
Jesus approached Matthew and as He got near, looked Matthew in the eye and 
said, “Follow Me”. Matthew didn’t hesitate, he abandoned his tax booth and 
never looked back. For the first time in many years Matthew had hope. At some 
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point, Matthew went out and told his friends what had happened. The only friends 
he had were the outcast of Israel. Many were publicans, like himself. Others were 
those who had committed and lived lifestyles such as prostitutes, drunkards and 
many other sins. Many had the same hope that Matthew had. Matthew had 
arranged for his friends to come to his home to meet Jesus and hear His message. 
Jesus is the only one who brings a message of hope to the lost sinner today. He is 
the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.  

 


