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Matthew 8 Pt 4 The Evil in the Graveyard 
Matt 8:28 And when he was come to the other side into the country of the 
Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, 
exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way. 29 And, behold, they 
cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art 
thou come hither to torment us before the time? 30 And there was a good way 
off from them an herd of many swine feeding. 31 So the devils besought him, 
saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. 32 And 
he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into the herd 
of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place 
into the sea, and perished in the waters. 33 And they that kept them fled, and 
went their ways into the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to the 
possessed of the devils. 34 And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: 
and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their 
coasts. 

Luke 8:26-40 (KJV)  

Luke 8: 26 And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against 
Galilee. 

Now Gadarenes (gad-ar-ay-nos') was not a town. It was more like, what we call in 
Texas, a county and contained several populated towns or cities. Gadarenes was 
located next to another county called Galilee. Each contained several towns. The 
town where the possessed man came from was nearby Gadera, which had a Greek 
culture. 

Luke 8: 27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain 
man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, 
but in the tombs. 

Outside of the town, we meet a man possessed by demons. The town-folks greatly 
feared the possessed man, because he’s dangerous. There are many people who 
don’t believe in demons, they say this is only a parable and not a true incident. 
Jesus many times will tell parables, but when he does the writer lets you know it’s 
a parable. Here Matthew and Luke each give an historical account of an incident 
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involving demon spirits. There is a man well known by the people of Gadarene and 
probably throughout the region. He was a man feared by the people. Sometimes 
he might seem normal, but at other times he’s crazy. He rips his clothes off, acts 
wild, is violent, runs around naked and lives in a graveyard. He terrorizes the 
community and people are fearful of him. When the crazy man is in the graveyard, 
people will walk miles out of their way to avoid him.  

We have people just as crazy in the world today. You don’t see or hear of them, 
because most of the dangerous ones are locked up in mental institutions. In the 
hospitals, doctors treat them with chemicals that relieve their symptoms, but 
never cure them. The reason they can’t cure many of them is the problem is not 
mental or physical it’s spiritual. Doctors don’t know how to treat spiritual 
problems.  

There are many who are not as dangerous, as the one we’re studying, living on the 
streets of our cities. They usually live under bridges, in tents or boxes. Some of the 
street people are going through economic problems, but they usually don’t stay on 
the streets long, because someone helps them. There are some who actually are 
mentally ill, their brains aren’t working properly. They live on the streets, because 
they can’t conform to the rules of society. They don’t think like the common 
people. What seems normal for the average person just doesn’t seem right to 
them. The man Jesus has gone to meet is not mentally ill, he is demon possessed 
and no medication or treatment will help him. 

When he starts attacking people, and they complain enough, soldiers or groups of 
men would capture and restrain him. They’d lock him up with chains, and shackle 
his hands and feet. At times, through demon possession, he becomes so strong 
that he breaks the chains and shackles and escapes. He then runs away to the only 
place he feels comfort, the place of the tombs, the graveyard. This is where Jesus 
finds him, dirty, naked and angry.  Jesus is on a mission. He is seeking out the Evil 
in the graveyard.  

As badly possessed as he was, the crazy man had a home in the city and probably 
a family. There was someone praying for him, possibly a wife, at least a mother. 
Jesus heard the prayer and was on a mission to seek and save that which was lost. 
The word seek means Jesus was searching for the lost man.  
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The possessed man didn’t go to the city to meet Jesus, Jesus came to him. Jesus 
came to the place of the tombs, which was not only unclean, but was in an area 
that was unclean where the land was used to raise unclean pigs. Jesus came to the 
place of the man’s suffering. Have you ever tried to tell someone about Jesus, and 
they told you they were too sinful for Jesus to save? Or maybe they told you, as 
soon as they get their life straight, they will come to church. You don’t need to go 
to church to find Jesus, He will meet you where you are. Jesus came to seek and 
save sinners.  

Luke 8: 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a 
loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I 
beseech thee, torment me not. 

The demons fear Jesus and know who He is. They caused the man to fall down 
before Jesus. The demons didn’t have the man to just kneel before Jesus, they fell 
to the ground prostrate before Jesus, they were bowing to the KING. They 
recognized Jesus as the only begotten Son of God. They begged Jesus not to 
torment them. 

Luke 8: 29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For 
oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; 
and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 

It appears being possessed and totally out of control is not a permanent condition. 
He has so many demons that some can leave, but later return. This would indicate 
his strength varies depending on how many devils return.  

Luke 8: 30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: 
because many devils were entered into him. 31 And they besought him that he 
would not command them to go out into the deep. 

Jesus didn’t ask the name of the demons, because He didn’t know who they were. 
He asked so the disciples and pig herders could bear witness to the event. The 
demon says he is Legion. Legion in the Roman army consist of over a thousand 
and up to six thousand men. The demon is saying there are over a thousand evil 
spirits in the man. In Matthew 8, the demons beg Jesus not to send them to the 
place of torment, because it was not their time. Even the demons know what 
awaits them in the final judgement. The place called the deep is a word that 
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means the abyss or bottomless pit. This is not hell, which is empty at this time. Hell 
will not be occupied until the beast and the false prophet are cast there, as seen in 
Revelation 19. The rest will not occupy hell until after the second resurrection is 
complete, at the end of the millennium when the redeemed enter eternity. This is 
when Satan will be cast into Hell. Satan will be joined by everyone whose name is 
not written in the Lamb’s book of Life. This can be seen in Revelation 20. The 
demons know what hell is. They know in the last days, their commander, Satan 
will be thrown in the lake of fire forever and they will be condemned with him.  

Luke 8: 32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: 
and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he 
suffered them. 

Rather than sending them to judgement, because it wasn’t their time, they asked 
to be allowed to possess the pigs. (The book of Mark indicates there were over 
two thousand pigs).  

 

Luke 8: 33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and 
the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. 34 When 
they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city 
and in the country. 

Even pigs can’t stand to host evil spirits, they would rather be dead. The pig 
herders were frightened, because they were responsible for the pigs and had to 
answer to the owners. They didn’t just lose a few pigs; they lost two thousand of 
them.  

 

Luke 8: 35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and 
found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 

The pig owners and other town folk came out to see what’s happened. The first 
thing they noticed is the crazy man is clean, clothed, in his right mind and able to 
communicate. They were afraid of Jesus, because he could command demons. 
These people were a mixture of Jews and Gentiles. Some were Jews who had 
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married Gentiles. They’re children were considered half breeds. They were seen as 
unclean and weren’t allowed to worship in the temple in Jerusalem. We know they 
were unclean, because it was forbidden for Jews to eat, or even touch pigs.  

 

Luke 8: 36 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed 
of the devils was healed. 37 Then the whole multitude of the country of the 
Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken 
with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again. 

The pig herders told how Jesus cast the devils from the crazy man and sent them 
into the pigs, who then drowned themselves. The multitude of people, who came 
to see what happened were afraid of Jesus. Jesus had just cast out over two 
thousand demons, who had possessed over two thousand pigs and sent them to 
their deaths. The people knew there was yet a second man, who was demon 
possessed, still around. The owners couldn’t afford to lose another large amount 
of livestock. 

Luke 8: 38 Now the man out of whom the devils were departed besought him that 
he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 Return to thine own 
house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. And he went his way, 
and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto 
him. 

The man who was set free, from the demons, wanted to stay with Jesus. Jesus 
didn’t allow it but sent the man to witness to the local cities. The man witnessed 
the power of Jesus to overcome demons. He had also witnessed the demons fear 
of Jesus, because Jesus had the authority of God. The man became and evangelist; 
he went about preaching the kingdom of heaven and the greatness of Jesus. The 
people, of Gergesenes, normally would not care to hear about the greatness of a 
Jew named Jesus but they listened to this man. They listened because they knew 
the man and what he had been. Many listened to his message, because they knew 
him and wanted to understand how a man so full of evil could be set free. If Jesus 
could set such a man free and give him hope, just think what Jesus could do for 
them.  
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Luke 8: 40 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly 
received him: for they were all waiting for him. 

Matthew 8 leaves off with the people asking Jesus to leave. Luke indicates Jesus 
sailed away from the land, but later returned to see the fruit of the man who was 
set free of demons. When Jesus returned; the people did not just welcome Jesus 
but were waiting for him to arrive. They no longer feared Jesus, because of the 
message of the man who was set free of demons. They had always known the 
man as the crazy man or the evil man you didn’t want to run into, when he was 
living in the graveyard.  

Many believed in the God of Israel and worshipped Him, in their way. They were 
not allowed to enter the temple, because they were gentiles or unclean Jews. The 
scribes and the Pharisees considered them unclean. The people of Gergesenes 
knew it was forbidden for Jews to touch them or enter their homes. Now Jesus 
comes and heals the worst demon possessed man in the land. If Jesus can forgive 
him, Jesus can forgive and accept any of them.  

For the first time they heard a message of hope. They realized that God had a plan 
for their lives and that He could even forgive them of their many sins. They 
probably didn’t realize it, but soon they wouldn’t need to offer a sacrifice in the 
temple. The sacrifice from God had come to them and He had a plan to redeem 
them. They heard the message of the once crazy man and now had reason to 
rejoice and receive Jesus with open arms.  

It doesn’t matter what you’ve done in this life, Jesus has enough forgiveness for 
all. At the time the man was set free, of the demons, Jesus was on His way to the 
cross of Calvary. There He would offer Himself up as the payment for the sins of all 
the world. Some of the strongest Christians I know; realize they have been 
forgiven the most. I have seen prostitutes, murderers, drug addicts and alcoholics 
repent and believe on the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They were 
so grateful for their forgiveness and redemption, they wanted to serve the Lord. 
They always knew they were condemned and believed there was so much sin in 
their lives that God would never forgive them. Many had been told repeatedly God 
couldn’t forgive them, they were just too evil.  

Many believed they would need to clean up their lives, before God would accept 
them. As hard as they tried, they just couldn’t do it. They still had strong desires 
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for that next fix of drugs, or that next sexual encounter. Many have so much guilt 
they can’t face the day sober. God looks on the heart and knows their weaknesses. 
When a person comes to the point where they feel God just couldn’t accept them, 
but desire that He will, something happens. That’s when they cry out to God as a 
sinner and ask Him to forgive them of all their sins. God will reach down and draw 
them to Him. Someone will come and tell them the good news of what Jesus did 
for them, or they will remember someone previously sharing the good news of the 
gospel. God will take all their sins and evil desires and place them on His only 
begotten Son on the cross of Calvary and they receive the gift of eternal life and 
the Holy Spirit of God. Today is the day of Salvation.  

 

 


