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Matthew 7 Sermon on the mount- pt 5 Look at the fruit 

 

Now we begin chapter 7 of Matthew. Remember, in the original manuscript, there 
were no chapter or verse markers. These were added centuries later and they 
were added by men, not God. In chapter 7, we are still amid Jesus speaking the 
sermon on the mountain. The last few verses, prior to 7:1 were Matthew 6: 33 But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof. 

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.  

When you judge someone, you are comparing them to a standard of truth that 
you have. If your truth is the Bible, the word of God, you are showing that you 
have knowledge of God’s truth and you will also be judged by God’s truth.  

Let me give an example. I used to leave my house and drive to nearby store. I 
drove city streets, with no posted speed signs. In Texas the standard speed for a 
city street is 30 MPH. This road went by a school. One school day I made the drive 
and was passed by a driver who was driving much too fast. I judged them to be 
driving at an unsafe speed as we went by the school. Days later I noticed a new 
road sign, in front of the school. It read School Zone 15 MPH. Now that I had that 
knowledge, I was required to keep the law. 

 A few days before the sign was put up, was when I was passed by the speeding 
driver. I got upset, because I judged them driving at an unsafe speed. When the 
sign went up, I discovered the city thought I was guilty of driving at an unsafe 
speed. I was a violator of the law. I had no right to judge thst the fast driver should 
be punished for violating the law, until I first slowed down to 15 MPH and kept the 
law. If a police officer saw the fast car driving at 50 MPH and me driving at 30 
MPH, we would both be punished.  

God’s judgement is absolute perfection. God is not only telling us this but is 
showing us the perfection of law through Jesus the Christs. 
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3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest 
not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, 
Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own 
eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

As Christians we want to point out all the problems of the world and try to tell the 
world how to fix them. It’s not a Christians job to judge and correct the world. We 
need to concentrate on helping our brother how-to walk-in righteousness. 

John 3: 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

The world is already condemned. Why is the world condemned? Because they 
were born condemned. There is a poison a cancer all men are born with, it’s called 
sin. If your born with it, how did you get it? You inherited it. When the first man, 
Adam, ate of the forbidden fruit, he died. He didn’t fall to the ground dead, but he 
was contaminated with a cancer called sin. The sin cancer is one hundred percent 
fatal, all die. This is why babies, who are innocent, physically die. They have the sin 
cancer. As soon as Adam ate the fruit, he died spiritually. Adam knew he was 
different, because he and his wife, lost the glow that came from them being 
righteous before God. Their righteousness was lost. It was not to be gained again, 
until the only begotten son of God, Jesus, came to this world and shed his blood on 
the cross of Calvary for the sins of the world, including Adam and Eve. Today when 
you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, you also receive God’s Holy Spirit. Through 
the power of the Spirit, you begin to walk toward God’s righteousness. This is the 
only way to walk in righteousness.  

 No change of lifestyle or habits will save you. It doesn’t matter how good you try 
to live; it will never be good enough. You don’t condemn the world for being 
ungodly, they can’t help it. They’re lost. We are to focus on the lives of our 
brothers, whom we love. If we see our brother doing something unrighteous, we 
are to go to them in a loving spirit and correct them. 

If you are going to point out your brother’s unrighteousness, be sure to look at 
your own life first.  
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The bible says, don’t try to remove a speck from your brother’s eye, if you have log 
in your own eye. Does this mean you can’t inform your brother of his small error 
until you have taken care of your big errors? No. If your brother has a minor speck 
in his eye you can see it, if you look hard enough. If you have a speck in your eye, it 
doesn’t look like a speck, it looks like a log. You’ll have a hard time seeing, if you 
have a speck in your own eye and it’s effecting your vision. 

Years ago, I had pointed out to a brother, that it didn’t look good for him, a 
Christian, to smoke cigarettes. Not only did it not look good, but it caused many 
health problems. He pointed out to me it didn’t look good for me to be overweight 
and a glutton and it caused many health problems. He was right. This doesn’t 
mean we can’t inform our brother of problems we see but be prepared to have 
your own faults revealed. Always go to a brother in a spirit of love and genuine 
concern. 

 

6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 

There was a group of believers who traveled to various cities to witness. They 
would preach and witness to people on the streets. There were rare occasions they 
would avoid certain groups of people. There was one incident in New York city, 
they had talked to many folks in various neighborhoods of New York. Some of the 
people were open and quite receptive. They went to one area and could sense 
something wasn’t right. They all felt it. About that time they noticed a small group 
of bikers, standing across the street. The building they were standing in front of 
had written on it, in large letters, Hells Angels MC. This was one of the meeting 
places of the Hells Angels motorcycle club. They had witnessed to bikers before, 
with no problems, but this time didn’t feel the peace they usually felt, they sensed 
danger. This doesn’t mean you can never witness to members of Hells Angels 
motorcycle club. It meant they were not to witness to that group of Hells Angels 
on that day. 

This is what this verse is talking about. How will you know if you are about to 
witness to dogs or swine? Your conscience, which is how the Holy Spirit usually 
communicates with believers, will let you know.  
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During his early ministry, the apostle Paul wanted to go into Asia minor, the area 
is now known as Turkey. He wanted to preach the gospel there, but God didn’t 
permit him to go. 

Act 16: 6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, 
and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 7 After they 
were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them 
not. 

 

7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is there of 
you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish, 
will he give him a serpent? 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him? 

Jesus is comparing the relationship of a child and their father, with the Creator of 
the Universe and His children. As a Christian, the Father desires to meet all your 
needs and even your wants. Does this mean you can pray for anything and get it? 
You can certainly ask. Remember, this is part of the same sermon where moments 
prior Jesus said. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Many times we don’t realize what we are asking for. I knew a young man who met 
a girl and thought he was in love. He asked the Lord to make her his. Well things 
didn’t work out and it appears the Lord’s answer was NO. He felt bad at the time, 
but it wasn’t long until the answer was YES, but it was with a different girl. If God 
had given him the first girl, he wouldn’t have met the true love of his life. He was 
so thankful God said NO.   

In another instance a young man started working, when he was about twelve 
years old. He wanted to earn money, so his dad taught him how to roof. He 
worked after school, weekends and through the hot summer months. By the time 
he was sixteen, he had saved up a nice sum of money. At sixteen he got his 
beginners driving license. He had looked around for the perfect car. It was a 1957 
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Chevy Corvette convertible. It was beautiful. It was candy orange color with white 
sides, mag wheels and a 350 horsepower V8 engine. It had everything a sixteen-
year-old boy would dream of.  

He met with the owner and came to an agreeable price. The money was already in 
the bank. He was to pay the owner and pick up the car after he got home from 
work. He came home from work and noticed a car parked out front of his home he 
had never seen. It was a 1964 Ford Galaxy. It also had a V8 but was more of a 
family car. He asked his dad who the car belonged to and the dad said it was the 
boy’s. The young man’s dad had pulled the money out of his son’s account and 
purchased the Ford. The father knew a young man of sixteen, who was a new 
driver didn’t need a 350 horsepower Corvette. It was many years later, when the 
young man had a sixteen-year-old child, with a new driving license, before he 
understood what his father had done. If the dad being only a man understood, 
what was best for his child, how much more will your heavenly Father know what 
is best.  

12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

The word “therefore” connects this verse to everything already said in the sermon 
on the mound. 

I’ve always been told, treat others the way you would want them to treat you. 
That’s what this verse is teaching. The law of Moses, the 10 commandments is 
divided into two sections.  

The first is man’s relationship to God. The second is man’s relationship to man. If 
you do unto others the way you would want them to do to you, you will fulfill 
man’s relationship to man.  

Matthew 22: 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

38 This is the first and great commandment. 

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
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40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

 

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it. 

There are many known religions around the world. Many worship false gods and 
reject Jesus. The Vikings worshipped Thor and believed the way to their heaven 
was to die in battle with a sword in their hand. Many believe you must do good 
works. If your good works out number your bad works, you have a chance at 
heaven. Others believe you must cleanse you mind and focus your thoughts to 
reach a point where you enter a higher plain of life. The highly educated many 
times believe there is no creator and that we are all here by chance and there is no 
after life.  

There is only one true GOD and his name is not Allah. It is He who created the 
heavens, the earth and all in the universe. He is known as the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. He sent His Son, Jesus the Christ to redeem a lost and sinful 
world. The only way to God the Father is through Jesus the Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God. Jesus is the only way. There is only one way to God and 
eternal life. That gate is as narrow as the cross of Calvary, where Jesus shed his 
blood and gave his life for the sins of the world. Even though he died for all, it is up 
to each individual person to come as a sinner, by faith in Jesus alone. Every other 
way leads to destruction and the second death.  

There is a well-known man, who pastors a mega-church, recently interviewed and 
asked the question is Jesus the only way to God. Rather than tell the truth and 
possibly hurt someone’s feelings he said he wasn’t sure. He was more concerned 
about people’s feelings than how they would end up in eternity.  

 

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good 
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tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Those of the church should not be concerned with groups that worship other gods 
or those that don’t believe God exist. They are outside the church and so obvious 
that there is not much concern of them swaying the beliefs within the church. The 
ones to be concerned about are those that pretend to be part of the church but 
have altered the message. They may preach a watered-down gospel, which is not 
the gospel at all. They don’t focus on repentance and faith in the shed blood of 
Jesus on the cross off Calvary. They usually focus on living a good life, having good 
sound business investments and making this world a heaven on earth. They mix in 
enough truth, with some error, to make their message appear to be from God, 
when it’s not. 

Jesus says, look for the fruit. Are those, within the church growing in knowledge 
and understanding of God, through His word? Are they teaching the bible in 
context? Are they teaching to store up treasures in heaven or are they teaching to 
store up treasures in assets and the bank? What kind of a life, do they live? When 
you sit and listen to their teaching are you being fed the word of God? Jesus says 
every good tree produces good fruit. It can’t help it, that’s the kind of tree it is. If 
you have a good healthy apple tree, don’t expect it to produce walnuts. It’s not 
that kind of tree. If you have a tree that produces poisonous fruit or no fruit at all, 
it is a bad tree. Jesus says at the time of judgement, it will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.  

The Good Fruit of the Spirit is; 

Galations 5: 22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no 
law. King James Version (KJV) 

 

The bad fruit of the false prophets Galations 5: 19 Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, 
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21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. 

Everyone is familiar with a disciple named Judas. He is the disciple who betrayed 
our Lord. There was a time Jesus sent His disciples out to proclaim the kingdom of 
heaven, to the Jews. He sent them out in groups of two. They healed the sick, gave 
sight to the blind, cast out devils and preformed other miracles. Do you realize 
Judas Iscariot was one of those twelve disciples?  

Matthew 10 King James Version (KJV) 

1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power 
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease. 

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 

3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 

4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the 
way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 

6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand 

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give. 



9 
 

There will be men standing before the great white throne of judgement, that led 
some of our largest churches. There will be some that built our greatest and most 
famous cathedrals. There will be others that led vast congregations of people. 
Jesus will tell them depart from me, I know my sheep and your no one of them. I 
never knew you.  

 

24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.  

Many will hear the word of God at some point in their life but will not receive it. 
The bible says, John 1: 1-5 and 14, 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth 
in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not….. 14 And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Jesus is the rock. If you build your life upon Him, you can stand against anything. I 
remember when I first accepted Jesus as my Savior. I thought all my troubles were 
over, was I wrong. After I accepted Jesus, is when the true troubles started. Your 
accepting Jesus doesn’t make problems go away. The scripture says, 25 And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.  The problems of the world 
don’t stop, because of saving faith, but the strength of the Lord comes to carry you 
through it.  

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall 
be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

It’s not enough to hear the word of God, you must accept it and learn to live by it. 
You must learn to live by faith. If you hear the word of Jesus and don’t accept it, 
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you are on your own. When the bad trouble comes, you will fail. Some will say, 
why is it that I accepted Jesus and trouble came to me, but the wicked seem to live 
and not have much trouble? The real trouble is not here on this short whisper of 
time we live out in this world. The real trouble lasts for eternity. The real trouble, 
for the lost, starts at the great white throne of judgement when you discover your 
name is not written in the Lamb’s book of life.  

What if a man never heard the word of God. Paul says they will be judged by their 
conscience. Romans 1: 12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 13 
(For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall 
be justified. 14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 
15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one 
another;) 16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
according to my gospel. 

 

All of nature proclaims there is a vast intelligence behind creation. Did they do as 
Abraham, whose father worshipped idols? Abraham saw the moon his father 
worshipped, but also saw the stars and trees and everything in creation. He didn’t 
worship the moon; he worshipped the unknown God who created the moon, the 
stars and the earth. He had faith in a higher power. On this faith, God revealed 
himself to Abraham. If the Lord will judge a man who has not heard his word, how 
much harsher the judgement if you heard the word of the Lord and didn’t believe? 

 

28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were 
astonished at his doctrine: 29 For he taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes. 

We have come to the end of the sermon on the mountain, given by Jesus. All the 
people have heard something new. They had never had anyone teach as Jesus did. 
He spoke the words of truth and spoke it with authority as the word of God.  


