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Mathew 6  The sermon on the Mound  Pt 4 Don’t be a Hipocrite 

1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: 
otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 

2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have 
glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 3 But when thou 
doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 4 That thine 
alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward 
thee openly. 

Jesus is still on the mountain with his disciples. He is still giving the sermon on the 
mound. He started in chapter 5, talking about being happy (blessed). He next went 
on and explained the righteousness of God regarding the law and the prophets. 
Now he is going to address not only how to live, but how to worship and please 
God. God does not reward good works, unless they are done only to serve the Lord 
and not the world.  

According to verse two, there were men, probably scribes and Pharisees, who 
wanted to be seen and recognized by men, when they gave alms. Alms are not 
sacrifices, sacrifices are offered at the temple in Jerusalem. Alms are giving to the 
poor, the widows and orphans. It appears there were men who would stand in the 
street and have a trumpet sound, to draw everyone’s attention, when they gave to 
the needy. Thy were not looking to please men they were attempting to please 
their selfish desire to have people think good of them. Jesus says they are 
hypocrites.   

Jesus says, if you hope to be seen giving by men, then you have your reward. None 
of it will be an offering to God. Jesus says if you give to the poor, do it in secret. No 
one should know you gave, but you and the Lord. Jesus says, when you give in 
secret the Lord will reward you openly. Those who are truly giving in secret to the 
Lord are usually doing it out of love and are not expecting anything in return.  

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love 
to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6 But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, 
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pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly. 

The Pharisees and others, that want to be thought of as righteous, like to pray in 
public. They like to stand in the synagogues or on the street so they will be seen by 
men. They are not actually praying to the Lord, because the Lord looks upon the 
heart. Their reason for praying is to be recognized by their peers for appearing to 
be righteous. Jesus says they have received their reward, by being recognized by 
men. Jesus says, if you have a need, go and pray in secret, just you the Lord and 
the Holy Spirit. Don’t pray for man’s recognition.   

Does this mean we shouldn’t pray in church or in public? What is your reason for 
praying? Are you praying to be recognized by men? In the church we should be 
praying as a church family. We pray for the needs of others and we are asking the 
Lord to help them. The church I attend we have no one, I know of, who prays for 
self-recognition. I know this, because most men don’t want to be called on to pray 
during the service. These are good Christian men, who love the Lord, but don’t 
pray in public. Those that do pray, in the church, are not seeking recognition. They 
are requesting simple needs of the church. We pray in the church as a family and 
not as an individual.  It doesn’t really matter what words are coming from your 
lips, true prayer comes from the heart and God looks upon the heart of each man, 
or woman.  

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think 
that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto 
them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 

During the days of Jesus, there were many heathens that worshiped false gods. 
They would pray repeating the same request over and over. Jesus says they did 
this so they would be heard by making their prayer long and repetitive. Jesus says, 
don’t do that. Jesus says, when you have a true need, the Lord knows it before you 
do. Your prayer request will never catch the Lord by surprise.  

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. 

Now Jesus gives an example of what a prayer should be like. He starts by 
addressing God as our Father. This was something new. The Jews would pray to 
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the Holy God, the creator of all seen and unseen, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Jesus addressed God as his Father and is teaching his disciples to address 
God as their Father.  

 

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

This prayer is being offered during the time of the sermon on the mountain. Jesus 
is teaching about the kingdom of heaven, the millennium kingdom. Pray for the 
kingdom of heaven to arrive. During the millennium kingdom our Lord’s desire will 
be done on earth, just as it is always done in heaven.  

We should all be looking forward to the kingdom of heaven. The time of the 
millennium kingdom will start with the return of Jesus to the earth, not as a 
sacrifice for sin, but as KING if kings and LORD of lords. He will rule and reign on 
the earth. At that time the will of the Father will be done by the only begotten son.  

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

If you are living day to day by faith, you have a strong faith in the Lord. I have a 
hard time understanding this request, when I am sitting in church thinking about 
the excellent lunch that I will have when I return home. Many of the people, sitting 
on the mountain, find it a rare thing to have a full belly. They ask for nourishment 
by faith. There are many believers, throughout the world, who have a stronger 
faith than mine. They are in situations where they literally depend on God to 
supply their next meal.  

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Remember, this is a prayer for those trying to be righteous under the Law of 
Moses. I don’t know about you, but I always hope God will forgive me my debts 
more than I forgive my debtors. I am not seeking justice, I am seeking mercy. 
Should a Christian today follow this teaching, YES they should. Jesus is teaching 
about living a righteous life.  

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

God does not lead men into temptation, but He will lead us into testing.  
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James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 14 But every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 

The evil one will lead us into temptation, and we are to ask the Lord to deliver us 
from all evil. Jesus closes the prayer proclaiming, to the Father, His is the kingdom, 
and power and glory, forever. Amen (so let it be). 

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses. 

After teaching the disciples how to pray, Jesus gives a warning about forgiveness.  

If you are under the law and don’t forgive anyone their trespasses against you, 
Jesus says you won’t be forgiven. I am so thankful God forgives me based on Jesus 
forgiveness. All my unforgiveness was placed on Jesus at the cross of Calvary, 
where he bore my sins and paid my debt forever.  

Does this mean I don’t need to forgive those who trespassed against me? NO. The 
disciples are told they can’t be righteous if they have unforgiveness toward 
anyone. Being saved by repenting of our sins and being forgiven by Jesus payment 
on the cross of Calvary doesn’t complete our journey in Christ, it starts the journey. 
When you are saved today (after the cross), you receive the Holy Spirit. After being 
save by faith the work starts. Now the work of walking toward and in 
righteousness starts. It doesn’t mean we don’t ask for forgiveness when we 
stumble (sin). Even though you are born again of the Spirit, you are still living in a 
dead and dying fleshly body. That body still has a sin nature. There is a battle for 
who will win, in your daily walk. It will either be your sinful flesh or your Holy 
Spirit. So how do you know which one will win each day? It will be the one you 
feed the most, that will be strongest.   

1 John 1: 5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have 
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7 But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
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the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 

1 John 1:5-10 is not telling you how to be saved. It comes from a letter John wrote 
to believers. It’s telling believers to walk in the light (righteousness) and what to 
do, when we fail.  

 

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for 
they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say 
unto you, They have their reward. 17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine 
head, and wash thy face; 18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto 
thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward 
thee openly. 

At times men fast in order to focus their minds on the Lord. They will usually not 
take time to eat, they do not indulge in pleasure, they are focused on the Lord. 
Usually the person has a great need or desire and is in a time of mourning. 

 

Matthew 9:14-15 King James Version (KJV)  

14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? 

15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long 
as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom 
shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast. 

The disciples of Jesus did not fast, while they were physically with Him.  

Acts 14:23 King James Version (KJV)  

23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 
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The elders of the church prayed and fasted when making very important decisions 
or action.  

 

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 

How does a person lay up treasures in heaven? You do it by giving to the needy, 
the widows and orphans. By helping your neighbor through tough times or by 
giving to your church, if the church is a good steward. A church member should 
support their local church. It’s a way to combine what offerings you can give and 
offerings with the offerings of others. Together you can support the needy and the 
spreading of the gospel, through your local church and missionaries. Giving is a 
part of personal worship. The key verse in this little section is 21 For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. What is important to you? For many 
people their prize possession is the large house. For others it is their car or truck. 
Still others it is their clothing or any other physical thing on earth they consider of 
value.  

These few verses are simply saying what’s important to you, now? Is it your 
comfort and pleasure, in this life, or are you planning for eternity? Everything you 
purchase involving the treasures of this life are only temporary. Over time they will 
revert to the simple organic compounds of the earth and will be worthless.   

 

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole 
body shall be full of light. 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full 
of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that 
darkness! 

The word for light is better translated as a portable lamp. The portable lamp of 
the body is the eye. If the eye be single, focused on things of righteousness, the 
whole body is made full of light. The words full of light is different from the first 
word light. This time full of light means to be brightly luminous. So if you your eye 
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is focused as a portable lamp on things of righteousness, your body will be full of 
bright light. How can the people listening to Jesus be focused on things of 
righteousness? They should focus on the teachings Jesus is presenting to them 
about the kingdom of heaven and the teachings of righteousness, he is presenting 
to them during this sermon on the mount and continuing to focus on Jesus. 

Then the alternative is presented. If your eye is focused on things that have 
nothing to do with righteousness, you are focused on darkness. The next verse 
gives an example.  

24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon. 

1 Timothy 6: 5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out. 

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 

9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. 

Money, itself is not evil, but the love of money is evil. As Americans we focus on 
stuff. We want stuff that looks good, stuff that taste good, stuff that brings us 
pleasure and we spend most of our time trying to seek it. In order to get the stuff, 
we focus on money and it can and will pull you away from seeking the Lord’s 
righteousness.  

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life 
more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for 
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they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by 
taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought 
for raiment?  

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they 
spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall 
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For 
after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things.  

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 

I believe this small verse is the focus of the sermon on the mount. How does a man 
seek righteousness? By focusing and seeking first the kingdom of God and He will 
take care of your needs.  

 

34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

Jesus says focus on righteousness today and don’t worry about tomorrow. 
Tomorrow will be here soon enough, then you can focus on it as being today. Jesus 
says, each day has enough evil to overcome, focus on today.  

 

This is not the end of the sermon Jesus gave on the mountain. We will pick up on 
the last section, of this sermon, next week.  


