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Matthew 5  The Sermon on the Mount  Part 2 

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to 
be trodden under foot of men. 

Last week we looked at the beatitudes. Jesus was sitting on the mount and was 
teaching his twelve disciples. At the time they were not apostles, but merely 
disciples, who were learning at the feet of the Jesus. This section is still part of the 
sermon where Jesus is teaching about the kingdom of heaven. Speaking to his 
disciples he tells them they are the salt of the earth.  

The beatitudes ended with scripture talking about the suffering of God’s prophets. 
Jesus called the suffering prophets blessed (happy). 10 Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you.  Matt 5:10-12 

The prophets were God’s messengers to the people of Israel. They were to inform 
Israel of their sinfulness and unrighteousness and proclaim how the people, and 
the leadership of Israel, could turn back to God. The message usually started with 
a command to put away their false gods. During that time, is was not uncommon 
to kill the messenger. A prophet had to have a strong faith in God. A prophet had 
to realize, like Abraham, this world was not his home, he was just passing 
through. When the prophet brought the message, to a king, he knew he might die. 
Jesus called prophets blessed. Prophets didn’t go throughout the world 
proclaiming their message. Most went to Israel or Judea, but not the world. The 
prophets were bringing God’s message to His special people, the Jews. 

The disciples will be sent on a greater mission than the prophets. They will start 
out preaching the good news of the kingdom of heaven, to only the Jews. After the 
cross of Calvary they will proclaim to the world the gospel of Jesus Christ. They 
were being prepared to bring a new message, under a new covenant. At the time 
of the sermon on the mound, the disciples were also looking for the kingdom of 
heaven the millennium kingdom. They didn’t realize Jesus was preparing them to 
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proclaim a new message, under a new covenant. They were to bring the message 
of the death, burial and resurrection of the only begotten son of God. They were to 
proclaim God’s new covenant to take away the sins of the whole world. This 
message was not just to Israel, it was to the world. This would be the fulfilment of 
the part of the promise to Abraham, that through his seed, the world would be 
blessed.  

Jesus identifies his disciples as the salt of the earth. Why would they be identified 
with salt? What are the uses of salt? 

*Salt is used as a preservative.  

During the time of Jesus, there was no refrigeration. The way to keep meat from 
going bad was to preserve it with salt. 

*Salt is used to enhance flavor.  

I didn’t realize how true this was. There was a time I had high blood pressure, the 
doctor said to cut back on salt. I bought some soup, but rather than getting my 
regular soup I purchased low sodium (salt) or no sodium (salt) soup. Until that 
moment, I didn’t realize how good salt tasted.  

*Salt is needed by the human body.  

You can have too much salt, but you can also have too little salt. Salt effects a 
person’s blood pressure and can influence the kidneys. If you’ve ever worked 
outside, in a Texas summer, you know how it feels to have low salt. You get very 
tired and lightheaded. When I worked as a laborer, I would take salt tablets to 
prevent low salt symptoms.   

Jesus tells his disciples, you the salt of the earth.  

*Pure salt can’t lose its saltiness. 

You can take a tablespoon of salt and stir it into a glass of water, and it will taste 
salty. If you were to pour that glass of salty water into a five-gallon container of 
water, it would taste salty, but not as salty as it was in the glass. If you didn’t drink 
any of the water but set it in the sun until the water evaporated, you would still 
have a tablespoon of salt. Look at the oceans of the earth. They’ve been around 
since God created them. When man first tasted of sea water, it was salty. 
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Millenniums of time have passed, and the sea water is still salty. Salt doesn’t lose 
its saltiness.  

 What if the salt wasn’t pure? 

Pure or refined salt was expensive, because of the evaporation process. Many 
people in Jesus day would get salt that wasn’t pure. You could find this salt on the 
shore of the Dead Sea, also known as the salt sea. It would accumulate on the 
edge of the sea, where water was splashed by waves on the beach. The sun would 
evaporate the water and it left salt. The problem was the salt was mixed with 
various elements that were on the beach. If you gathered it from the seashore, it 
could be contaminated with other elements, that weren’t salt. Many people would 
place this salt in various size cloth pouches. When you wanted to salt something 
you simply dipped the bag into the cooking broth. Some of the salt would dissolve 
in the broth, which seasoned it.  

Eventually, after using the pouch many times, the salt would have all dissolved, 
and you would have a bag mush. The mush was what remained of minerals that 
weren’t salt. At this point, the contents of the bag were useless. Your salt had lost 
its saltiness. You would then open the bag and dispose of the left-over contents by 
throwing it on the road, where it would mix in. It would literally be trodden under 
foot, by people walking on the road.  

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall 
it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men. 

Jesus is teaching his twelve disciples. We know pure salt can’t lose its saltiness, but 
it can be contaminated. There was one disciple present, who isn’t pure salt, his 
name was Judas. The pure salt is not just the person, but it’s also the pure 
message they proclaim to the world. How can salt be contaminated? By being 
mixed with other elements, of the world. Today, a person can hear the word of 
God and yet not really hear it. Many people come to church on Sunday, to hear 
God’s word. Come Monday through Saturday they are saturated with the words of 
the world. If you were to meet them, during the week, you would never know they 
were professing Christians. They wouldn’t act like Christians or sound like 
Christians. They are consumed with the cares of the world, the desires of the 
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world, with a desire for fame and riches of the world. They can be so 
contaminated by the desires of the world that they become useless, to Christ, and 
good for nothing. They don’t remain pure, because they never started out pure. 
They were never filled with God’s word and faith of the heavenly hope. They were 
filled with the hopes and desires of the world. All it did when they received the 
word was contaminate their evil desires with God’s word. Since they were never 
pure salt, their message wasn’t pure, it was contaminated. They were of no use to 
God and good for nothing but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men.   

Christians today should be the salt of the earth. The problem is most are not pure, 
they are contaminated. Many are so contaminated they can’t be used to reach a 
lost and dying world. There are many preachers, in very large churches, who 
preach about health and wealth. They will on occasion touch about the crucifixion. 
Most of their preaching involves how to be prosperous in this world. As a 
Christian, this world is not your home. You’re a pilgrim just passing through. Your 
focus should be on our heavenly home, that will last for eternity. 

Most of the people sitting on the mount, listening to Jesus, are not there to hear 
his word. They are there because they’ve seen him heal the sick, cast out demons 
and made the lame to walk. They are not there to hear the word of God, they are 
there to see a doctor. 

The world lives by the motto of he who dies with the most toys wins. The world 
doesn’t realize, no matter how many toys you have, you can’t take them with you. 
Why waste time teaching how to be prosperous in this world, rather than teaching 
how to be prosperous in the next world, our heavenly home. Stop spending time 
investing in world prosperity and spend more time in the word of God. The more 
you study, the more God’s word becomes part of you. As you grow in the word of 
God, the spirit within you is strengthened. You begin to walk differently, you talk 
differently, your priorities change. People around you can see a difference. You are 
less concerned with the problems of the world and have a joy they can’t 
understand. This takes time, it is the life of a mature Christian. Some people will 
wonder where you get such peace and will give you opportunity to share with 
them. This brings us to the next verse.  
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14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 

You must look at these few verses in context. What is the context? It is within the 
same sermon of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus is teaching his disciples about being 
blessed (happy), about being persecuted for the word of God and teaching about 
being the salt of the world.   

Jesus tells his disciples they are the light of the world. As a mature Christian, the 
world will see you. God says you will shine in the world. Not just shine as a small 
lamp but shine like a city set on a mountain that can be seen from a distance. The 
best way to shine as a city is to congregate with others who are shining. When 
men have a shining light, they don’t put it under a covering so it can’t be seen. 
They take the light and put it on a candlestick so it can shine throughout their 
entire house.  

As a light of the world, you should first shine in your home. Your family knows you 
better than anyone. You should walk and live, in such a way, that even your family 
knows that you know God.  

The verse goes on to say your light should shine before men, that they see your 
good works. You don’t do good works to be accepted by God, you start doing good 
works, because you can’t help it. At the time of the sermon on the mount, we are 
looking at a period, prior to the cross of Calvary. Israel is still under the law. The 
message of John the Baptist and Jesus was Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. If they were turning away from the world and its evil ways, they were 
turning to the word of God. They were turning to the law of Moses. Jesus, during 
this very sermon, would lift the law from they way they saw it and show it to them 
the way God saw it. They had to confess their sins and show good works that 
indicated they were turning away from their sinful nature. This was the message 
for that time.  

They had to have faith that John’s message was true, that he was preparing the 
way for the lamb of God, the Messiah (Christ). If they truly believed John’s 
message, they would go forward and be baptized by John. Baptism, at the time, 
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was a big deal. After John was placed in prison and after he died, they would come 
to the preaching of Jesus and be baptized in water, not by Jesus, but by one of his 
disciples. John 4:1-3 Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard 
that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John 2 (though Jesus Himself did 
not baptize, but His disciples), 3 He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. 
 They had to believe Jesus message that the kingdom of heaven was at hand.  

Today, after the cross of Calvary, you come to God by faith in Jesus death, burial 
and resurrection. You first must repent then receive God’s forgiveness, by the shed 
blood of His only begotten Son, you are redeemed. You receive God’s Holy Spirit. 
When you study and pray and strengthen the spirit within you, you will begin to 
walk as the spirit leads you. You can’t help but produce good works, because the 
spirit is in you.  

At the time of the sermon on the mound, it is before the time of the cross. Jesus is 
teaching Jews, who are looking for the millennium kingdom. They don’t know 
about the crucifixion of the lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.   

The only way they know to do God’s work is to keep the Mosaic law. They think 
good works are done by the Pharisees, because they don’t know God’s truth about 
righteousness. Jesus is going to address good works, under the law, during this 
sermon. We will begin to look at the law, as presented by Jesus. 

 

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil.  

Jesus proclaims, during this sermon, He has not come to destroy the law. He has 
come to fulfill the law. He has come to fulfill prophecies of the prophets. He has 
come to make the law of Moses and the testimony of the prophets complete.  

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  

What is a jot or a tittle? If is part of the Hebrew written language. It is the smallest 
part of the Hebrew language. A comparison in English would be to dot an I or 
cross a T. If you didn’t put the dot on an(i) it would look like a small L (l). If you 
were to move or remove a comma or a period, you could change the meaning of a 
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phrase. Jesus says He has come to establish the law and not the smallest part of 
the written law, will be change until a certain time. If you jump forward and read 
the last few chapters of the book of Revelation, you will read about the heaven 
and earth passing away. You will read about the law being fulfilled and complete.  

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Some examples of minor laws, (least of the commandments.  

Deuteronomy 22: 5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, 
neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination 
unto the LORD thy God. 

6 If a bird's nest chance to be before thee in the way in any tree, or on the ground, 
whether they be young ones, or eggs, and the dam sitting upon the young, or 
upon the eggs, thou shalt not take the dam with the young: 7 But thou shalt in any 
wise let the dam go, and take the young to thee; that it may be well with thee, 
and that thou mayest prolong thy days. 

8 When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a battlement for thy 
roof, that thou bring not blood upon thine house, if any man fall from thence. 

9 Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed 
which thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled. 

10 Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together. 

11Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and linen together. 

These are what could be considered minor laws, but if you violate any one of them 
you have broken the law of Moses. You will be condemned, by the law. God says 
men should dress like men and women should dress like women. If you violate this 
small law, the bible says, you have committed an abomination to the Lord. God 
doesn’t recognize the gender problem of today. God made it simple, by giving us 
two genders, male and female. The world says you must recognize a man who 
wears women’s clothing as a woman. If you don’t then you are prejudice and a 
bigot. God says if a man dresses like a woman, he is an abomination to God. The 
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same goes to women dressing like men. The problem, in the world today is there is 
no fear of God. 

God’s laws are very specific. God is even concerned with how a believer treats a 
mother bird, sitting on a nest. God is concerned with how you build your house. I 
have a house, but I don’t have a battlement or short wall around the roof of my 
house. This one little law would have condemned me. Not only this one, but I am 
probably wearing clothing that is made from more than one substance. What am I 
going to do? I stand condemned before the law.  

If the law has condemned you, then you need a Savior. Come to Jesus, He paid for 
all your sin, but you must receive His payment by faith. Do it today.  


