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Matthew 5    part 3 The Law and the Prophets 
 

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 19 
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Last week we looked at some of the minor laws of Moses and discovered we had 
violated them and didn’t even know it.  

Deuteronomy 22:  

8 When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a battlement for thy 
roof, that thou bring not blood upon thine house, if any man fall from thence….. 

11 Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and linen 
together. 

Here’s one we didn’t look at last week. 

Deuteronomy 14: 9 These ye shall eat of all that are in the waters: all that have 
fins and scales shall ye eat: 10 And whatsoever hath not fins and scales ye may 
not eat; it is unclean unto you. 

If you have ever eaten shrimp or catfish you violated the law of Moses. They don’t 
have fins and scales. I grew up in Texas and was raised eating catfish. Another 
food that violates the Mosaic law is pork. The people of Israel were forbidden to 
eat pork. No ham, bacon or pulled pork BBQ could be eaten under the law.  

This brings me to the question; am I condemned because I violated these laws? 
The answer is YES, if I am trying to be acceptable to God, by keeping the law. 
Thank God I am not under the law, but under Grace. 

The law of Moses was given to the Jews and not the gentiles. When a Jew violated 
the law, they had to offer a sacrifice at the temple in Jerusalem. If a gentile were 
to enter the temple, they would have been stoned.  
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The sermon on the mount, was being preached to Jews, there were no gentiles 
present during this sermon. Jesus was teaching Jews how to be righteous before 
God, by keeping the law.  

If you are Jewish and don’t know Jesus as your Savior, you are still under the law. 
That makes it very difficult, when there is no longer a temple in Jerusalem to offer 
sacrifices to God. Not only is there no temple, where are all the Levitical priest 
today? They are scattered throughout the world. So how is a Jew made righteous 
before God today? The only way a Jew can be cleansed from all sin and made 
righteous before God is by accepting Jesus as his Lord and Savior.  

At the time of this sermon; it’s before the crucifixion and the temple still stands. 
There were groups of religious people, whom most of the Jews thought were 
righteous and kept the law, they were known as Pharisees. 

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

If you were to ask any of the Jews, listening to Jesus prior to this sermon, to 
describe righteousness they would point out a Pharisee. To them, the Pharisees 
were the picture of righteousness. Jesus says if your righteousness doesn’t exceed 
the righteousness of the Pharisees, you can’t enter the kingdom of heaven. The 
Pharisees abused and misinterpret the law of God. They put on a show of being 
righteous before the people, but in their hearts they were evil. Most Jews wanted 
to be like the Pharisees. Not just because they thought they were righteous, but 
because you never saw a poor Pharisee. They used the law of God to fill their 
pockets with money. 

The bible says; Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, Saying The 
scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you 
observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do 
not. Matt 23: 1-3. 

 

Jesus says there is nothing wrong with the Pharisees teaching the law, but don’t 
live by their example. They are hypocrites and don’t do as they teach.  
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Throughout the remainder of this book and throughout His ministry Jesus will 
contend with the evil of the scribes and Pharisees.  

We have similar groups of people today. They go into their pulpits and preach 
health and wealth, but they have their eye on the wealth. When you give to a 
church, what are you giving to? A church is to proclaim the word of God, support 
missionaries, and care for the needy, the widows and the orphans. A church is not 
there to make a preacher rich or buy him a new jet airplane. A church member 
should know what the church is doing with members contributions. This is why a 
church has business meetings. So the members can get an accounting of how their 
offerings are spent. 

Jesus was the only righteous person that ever lived, and He lived like someone who 
was homeless. The bible says, And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, 
Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus saith unto him, The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head. Matt 8: 19, 20. 

You hearing this message today, does your righteousness exceed the 
righteousness of a Pharisee? Do you have any righteousness on your own? How 
would you know? Have you kept the written laws of God? Not just some, but all of 
them. If you violated one law, at any time in your life, you stand condemned 
before God. I just got condemned for not having a small wall around my roof and 
wearing clothing made of more than one material and eating catfish. The purpose 
of the law was not to show a person how to be righteous, it was to show a person 
they can’t be righteous according to the law.  

Romans 3:19, 20 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

The purpose of the law was not to show a person how to earn righteousness, it 
was to show a person they couldn’t do it.  

It was meant to bring a person to the point of crying out to God, that no matter 
how hard they tried, they couldn’t be righteous. It was to bring the people to God.  



4 
 

When a Jew sinned, they had to go to the temple and offer a blood sacrifice. The 
bible says, without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin. The sacrifice 
had to be repeated every year, because even the sacrifice couldn’t take away all 
their sins. The sacrifice was pointing to a future time, when God would send forth 
Jesus, the lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world. Only faith in Jesus 
death on the cross for all sin; his burial and bodily resurrection can save a person. 
The purpose of the law was to show each person they were sinners, who needed 
to repent. 

Jesus now teaches the disciples and the Jewish people, sitting on the mount, the 
real standard of God’s written law.  

21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and 
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 But I say unto you, 
That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger 
of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.  

What does the law mean, thou shalt not kill? You would think it would be easy to 
understand, but a lot of people don’t even understand this simple law. There is a 
difference between kill and murder. The King James Version of the bible is the 
most read bible in the world. It uses the word KILL, because it had a different 
meaning back in the sixteenth century. It meant do not murder. Most modern 
translations use the word murder.  

Do not kill means do not take the life of one of God’s creatures. If the law says do 
not kill, you could be condemned for swatting a mosquito or a fly. In this verse, the 
word kill is the Greek word, phoneuó, (fon-yoo'-o), it means murder. It is from the 
root word, phono, which means homicide. Homicide is to kill a human illegally. It 
does not mean to kill in war, self-defense or as a penalty of a government to put a 
murderer to death.   

Jesus says the law states you can’t illegally take the life of human. Jesus says, if 
you are angry with your brother, without a cause, you shall be in danger of 
judgement. It doesn’t say you can’t be angry, but not without a cause.  

Have you ever had someone do you wrong, and you were so angry about it, you 
wished them dead? You knew what they did wasn’t bad enough for them to die 
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for, you were without a cause. You wanted someone to die, who didn’t deserve 
death. Jesus says you are a murderer. When a man murders another man, his 
heart is black with hate, he has a heart of murder. When you wish a man dead, 
without a cause, your heart looks just like the murderers. God looks up on the 
heart.  

Jesus goes further and says, and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be 
in danger of the council: Raca is a word which means empty headed, dummy. If 
you tell someone he’s stupid, he could make a complaint and call you before a 
Jewish council. 

Jesus says, but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 

The word used for hell is Gehenna. Gehenna is a valley trash dump, located just 
south of Jerusalem. It is where all the garbage and human waste were dumped. In 
order to keep it from overfilling, the trash was constantly being burned. It was a 
place of continual fire and full of maggots eating dead flesh. It was not actually 
hell, but it was an illustration of what hell was like, only hell will be much worse. 
Jesus was taking the law, beyond a physical action, murder and was showing man 
God would judge man on the condition of the heart. Most men have not 
committed murder, but they have had anger in their heart toward another man. 
Jesus says, you violated the law in your heart and the law condemns you. 

 

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.  

Jesus teaches action and not just words. He says if you go to the temple to offer a 
sacrifice and remember you have anger toward any brother; go find that brother. 
Do what you must to reconcile with the brother. If you offer your sacrifice first 
then remember your anger, you have sinned again and need to offer another 
sacrifice. Before presenting your sacrifice, go to your brother and be forgiven by 
him, then go and offer you sacrifice. Don’t just ask God for forgiveness, confess to 
the one you wronged and be forgiven by them.  

25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest 
at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee 
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to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt 
by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 

Jesus says if you owe a debt, pay it. If the man has a legitimate complaint, he can 
take you to court. Before going to court meet with your adversary meet with him 
and come to a mutual agreement. If not, he has a legal right to take you to court. 
If you go to court and lose, you could be cast into prison. You will stay in prison 
until the debt is covered. The people thought they had met the requirement of the 
law by offering the sacrifice, but Jesus is showing what true righteousness is.  

 

27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  

The Law clearly stated you shall not commit adultery. Originally adultery resulted 
in both parties, the man and the woman being stoned to death. Jesus says, if you 
simply looked at a woman and thought about having sex with her, you are an 
adulterer. God looks at a man’s heart.  

 

29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy 
whole body should be cast into hell.  

The word offend is from a Greek word that means; to put a snare (in the way), to 
cause to stumble, to give offense. Remember, Jesus is talking to Jews who are 
living under the law. Under the law, if a man has a problem looking at women and 
lusting after them, he would be better to pluck out his eye. Blind men don’t lust 
after women from looking at them. It’s better to be blind than to be guilty of 
adultery and cast into hell.  

30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy 
whole body should be cast into hell. 

Here we have the word offend again. Jesus says it is better to lose your hand than 
to have it put a snare before you and cause you to stumble and break God’s law. 



7 
 

Your hand may follow your eyes and touch a woman, who is not your wife, in a 
lustful way. Or you might covet something that belongs to someone else and be 
tempted to steal. You’d be better cutting your off hand than letting it lead you into 
breaking the law.   

31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a 
writing of divorcement: 32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away 
his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: 
and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 

During Jesus time on earth, it was legal for a man to put away his wife by giving 
her a writing of divorcement. This comes from Deuteronomy 24: 1 When a man 
hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in 
his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a 
bill of divorcement, and give [it] in her hand, and send her out of his house. 

The verse in Deuteronomy is talking about the man’s eye and the woman’s 
uncleanness. When a man marries a woman, she is the most beautiful woman to 
him, she is pleasing to his eye. The word uncleanness is from a Hebrew word, 
which means nakedness, nudity. When a man takes a wife, she looks good to him. 
The way she looked was the first thing that caught his eye. As time passes, 
sometimes the woman’s nakedness is not as pleasing to the man’s eye. This could 
be because she has gained weight, grown older, or he’s just bored with looking at 
her. It doesn’t appear he ever really loved her. The man, under the law of Moses, 
could give her a writing of divorce and send her away from his home. During the 
time of Jesus, men were divorcing their wives, because they found something that 
displeased them. It could be as minor a burning their supper. Again the Pharisees 
had misused God’s word.  

This law seems cruel, but it was not for the man, it was for the woman. Many 
times men would simply kick the wife out. She had no way to support herself. No 
other man wanted her because she was married, and another man would be 
committing adultery if he laid with her. The woman was reduced to surviving as a 
beggar or even worse a prostitute to support herself. 

 This law forced the husband to give the woman a written divorce. With this 
document she could show she was no longer married and could remarry. 
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Some of the Pharisees had perverted the law and misused the divorce agreement. 
There were stories of Pharisees coming to a town and proclaiming who would be 
my wife for today? This way they could live with a woman, for a short period of 
time. They simply give her the document, of divorcement. Then they believed they 
could walk away believing they had not violated the law. Jesus was letting them 
know they were wrong.             

32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall 
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 

Jesus says the only reason to get a divorce was if the wife committed fornication. 
To understand fornication, in the context, you need to understand Jewish wedding 
culture and the law.  

Deuteronomy 22: 13 – 19, If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate 
her, And give occasions of speech against her, and bring up an evil name upon her, 
and say, I took this woman, and when I came to her, I found her not a maid: Then 
shall the father of the damsel, and her mother, take and bring forth the tokens of 
the damsel's virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: And the damsel's 
father shall say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to wife, and he 
hateth her; And, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, I found 
not thy daughter a maid; and yet these are the tokens of my daughter's virginity. 
And they shall spread the cloth before the elders of the city. And the elders of that 
city shall take that man and chastise him; And they shall amerce him in an 
hundred shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel, because he 
hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be his wife; he 
may not put her away all his days. 

We see in the story of Joseph and Mary, step one was to be betrothed. This 
identified the man and woman as a couple. This could last from months to a year 
and they were not allowed to have sex, during this time. On the wedding night, 
they would consummate the marriage. This was a cultural event. There would be a 
clean sheet placed on the bed. The morning after the wedding night, the husband 
would produce the sheet to the father of the bride. If the sheet had blood it was 
proof the bride was a virgin and the marriage was lawfully consummated. The 
father of the bride would keep the sheet, to prove he had given the man his virgin 
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daughter. If the sheet had no blood, the woman was not a virgin. The sheet proved 
she had committed fornication and the man could divorce her. In the early days of 
the law the woman would be stoned to death. 

Jesus is showing the disciples and others hearing his teaching that they can’t be 
righteous by keeping the law. He is exposing the so-called righteousness of the 
Pharisees falls short of the law of Moses.  

 

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt 
not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say 
unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 35 Nor by 
the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the 
great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not 
make one hair white or black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

Now Jesus addresses taking oaths or swearing. If you make an oath to God, you 
better keep it. Jesus says a man has no right to swear an oath by heaven, 
Jerusalem or on your own head. He says let your YES be yes and your NO be no, or 
you will commit evil.  

38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth: 39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if any man will sue 
thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 41 And 
whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 42 Give to him 
that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

Everyone is familiar with the law of eye for eye, tooth for tooth. If two men were 
fighting and one was injured and lost an eye or a tooth, you could not take the life 
of the other. Under the law it was legal to punish wrongdoing, but the penalty 
must be justified for the crime. Jesus brings the individual to a higher standard. 
Jesus says if a man injures you, forgive him. If he strikes you in the side of the face, 
turn the other side so he may strike you again, but don’t retaliate.  

If a man sues you and take your coat, don’t resist, also give him your cloak. Jesus 
says don’t resist, don’t get even.  
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43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is 
in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.  

The word for love is (agope). This is a love a man would have for his own child. It is 
a love where you would sacrifice your own welfare for someone else. The word for 
enemies means people who are hostile to you. Jesus says you should love those 
who are hostile to you as though they were your family. He says you should pray 
for God to bless those who are hostile to you. As God blesses them you will also be 
blessed.  

 

46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the 
publicans the same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 
than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

Now that you have heard how Jesus interprets the law; how well have you kept it? 
Remember the context of what you just read. Jesus is teaching Jews that the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. He is teaching them what the standard of 
righteousness is for the kingdom of heaven. This is how people will live in God’s 
kingdom. At that time, Satan won’t be around to tempt anyone. He will be locked 
up in the bottomless pit.  

Revelation 20: 1-3 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, 
that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 

Jesus is showing the righteousness of God far exceeds the righteousness of the 
Pharisees.  
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Jesus says if you want to be accepted by God, based on your life and 
accomplishments, then all you need to do is to be perfect as God is. Jesus is giving 
man a picture of the righteousness of God. He is showing even the one who thinks 
they live a righteous life that they can’t do it. Just follow the interpretation of 
God’s laws as Jesus has spoken in this message and you can be righteous. Of 
course, no one can live up to God’s laws, given to Moses. If you fail at just one 
point, of the law, at any time in your life, the law will condemn you and you won’t 
be fit for the kingdom of heaven.  

Jesus is showing everyone they have sinned and fallen short of the righteousness 
of God. So what do they do now? They must accept they are sinners needing to 
repent. Jesus is preparing them, to show them they have a need for the lamb of 
God who takes away the sins of the world. He is ministering to them as he goes on 
his journey, heading to the cross of Calvary to be God’s sacrifice for their sins. He is 
not through yet. He’s less than halfway through the sermon on the mound and we 
will continue with chapter six next week. God bless.  

  

 


