
1 
 

Matthew 4  The King is Tested 

1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward 
an hungred.  

Jesus had just been identified to Israel and to John as the Lamb of God that takes 
away the sins of the world. He is then led up of the Spirit into the wilderness. Jesus 
is the King of the Jews and was to be tested, by the devil. Why would God allow 
the devil to test His only begotten Son? The devil hated Jesus and if there was any 
weakness, he would find it.  

The word tempted, in the King James Bible, is the Greek word (pi-rad'-zo). The 
word (pi-rad’-zo) is defined; to make proof of, to attempt, test, tempt. It can mean 
to tempt or to test. The word is defined by the context of how it is used. To be 
tested is to test someone or somethings strength. To be tempted is to appeal to 
someone’s lust or desire. 

For me to describe something being tested, I would need to go back to my youth. 
When I was very young, I was a soldier in the US Army. My job was to maintain 
the maintenance of a particular helicopter, I was called a crew chief. When the 
helicopter flew, I flew with it. Doing maintenance on helicopters you learn how 
they work. I was always amazed how two rotating blades could lift the helicopter 
in the air. I was even more amazed that everything in the helicopter was 
dependent on one particular part keeping it in the air. This part was called a Jesus 
nut. This is a threaded precision-made part that holds the rotors (rotating blades) 
on the aircraft. I was concerned with the weight of the helicopter, which was very 
heavy; plus add the weight of fuel, pilots, passengers, equipment, weapons and 
ammunition, being placed on this one piece of metal. The one single item holding 
all this weight in the air was this one nut. I had seen larger helicopters lifting large 
pieces of equipment, some as large as a tank. These also were being held, in the 
air, by this one nut.  

Prior to this nut being placed on any aircraft it went through a lot of testing. They 
would test the nut by placing a load on it. The load placed on the nut was so high 
it would be impossible for the helicopter to ever be capable of placing that much 
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load on the nut to cause it to fail. If the helicopter were loaded with a fraction of 
what the nut would hold, it would never get off the ground.   

This is what it means, in this scripture to be tested. Jesus is tested by the devil. The 
word devil is diabolos (dee-ab'-ol-os) is defined -slanderous, accusing falsely. I call 
him Satan. Satan is more powerful than any man. He was, in times past the most 
powerful of the angels. He is looking for any weakness in Jesus. If Satan could get 
Jesus to violate His Father’s law, at just one point, it’s all over. Jesus would no 
longer be perfect and couldn’t be the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the 
world. God the Father even gives Satan an advantage. Before the testing starts 
Jesus FASTED for forty days and nights.  

What is a fast? The word is used to indicate a person denies his bodily needs; such 
as food and drink. Some men would fast in order to focus on prayer. Some did it as 
part of repentance others as a part of grieving. During the time of Jesus, Pharisees 
and other Religious Jews fasted twice a week. They didn’t fast for prayer, 
repentance or grieving, they did it because it was expected of them as religious 
persons. They would go from one sundown to the next sundown without eating. 
Jesus will address the fasting of Pharisees in later chapters of the book of 
Matthew. Some examples of long-term fasting are Daniel, Moses and Elijah. 

Daniel fasted and prayed for over three weeks, waiting on God’s answer to a 
mystery.  

Daniel 10:2,3 In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate no 
pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint 
myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

Daniel fasted and prayed for forgiveness of Israel sinfulness and for seeking 
understanding of dreams God had given him. 

Moses fasted forty days when he met with God on the mountain, to receive God’s 
law. 

Deuteronomy 9:17, 18 And I took the two tables, and cast them out of my two 
hands, and brake them before your eyes. And I fell down before the LORD, as at 
the first, forty days and forty nights: I did neither eat bread, nor drink water, 
because of all your sins which ye sinned, in doing wickedly in the sight of the 
LORD, to provoke him to anger 
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Moses fasted in the presence of the glory of God, because he forgot about his 
bodily needs.  

Elijah fasted forty days, 1 Kings 19:8  And he arose, and did eat and drink, and 
went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the 
mount of God. 

Elijah fasted, after being ministered to by an angel, because he was sent on a 
journey for God.  

Why did Jesus fast forty days and forty nights?  

 We know He didn’t fast to repent; as Daniel did. He had no sin and nothing 
to turn away from.  

 He didn’t fast to get closer to God, He was God in the flesh. He and God the 
Father are One.  

 He fasted so his human body could be tested. He took on the flesh of man 
and all the short comings that come with being human. He felt hunger, just 
like a man. He felt cold and heat, just like a man. He felt fatigue and pain, 
just like a man. 

 Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights and He was hungry. 

 

3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread.  

The body of Jesus the man had a great need for food. He was starving, his physical 
body craved nourishment to meet a physical need. Very few people have ever 
experienced this type of hunger and survived. Someone who has never 
experienced such a hunger can’t imagine what it feels like. This is not a mental 
desire for food. This is the body physically craving nourishment in survival mode. 
This is the first test the devil put on Jesus. It tested him physically. 

Satan confronts the starving Jesus and tells Him if He’s the son of God convert the 
molecular structure, making up these stones, into food. Satan suggest Jesus 
perform a miracle and create food. In order to accomplish the task, Jesus would 
need to step out of his humanity, his flesh. He would show that as a man he 
couldn’t keep God’s laws to Moses and Israel any better than any other man.  
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4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

Jesus doesn’t use some miraculous power against Satan, He uses the word of God 
and quotes out of the book of Deuteronomy. 

Deuteronomy 8:1-3 All the commandments which I command thee this day shall 
ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land 
which the LORD sware unto your fathers. And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest 
keep his commandments, or no. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to 
hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers 
know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. 

The word of God is the only offensive weapon available to a Christian against the 
testing of Satan.  

Ephesians 6: 16,17 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 

The problem with Christians today is they don’t know their bible. If you don’t know 
the bible you don’t know the word of God. What good is a sword if you never use 
it? Your sword won’t do its job if it is dull and rusty. As a Christian, you should 
study the word of God. It is as important for nourishment to the spirit as food is to 
the body. Jesus might have fasted and not fed His body for forty days, but He was 
full of the word of God. His weapon was sharp and ready.    

5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle 
of the temple, 6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in 
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a 
stone. 

Notice, the devil knows scripture, he quotes from Psalms 91. Satan takes Jesus up 
to the highest pinnacle of the temple, in Jerusalem. Satan miraculously transports 
the two of them from the wilderness to the temple pinnacle. Satan challenges 
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Jesus to jump off the temple and test the angels and God’s word, to protect Him. 
Satan, like the Pharisees, says if you are the Son of God, prove it, show a sign. 
Jump off this temple and let’s see if the angels protect you.       

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

Jesus comes back at Satan, with God’s written word, from Deuteronomy 6:16. 
Jesus lets Satan know he had taken God’s word out of context. The angels would 
protect Jesus if he fell off the temple, it did not say they protected him if he 
jumped. 

 

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, 
All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  

Luke 4:5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said unto him, All 
this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; 
and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be 
thine. 

Satan says he is ruler of this fallen world. Satan shows Jesus the kingdoms of the 
world; Rome, Egypt, maybe even China of the east. Satan offers Jesus all the 
kingdoms of the world, if He will bow down to Satan and worship him. This would 
not have been a test unless Satan has the authority to give the kingdoms.  

In the beginning of the world Satan came to tempt Adam. Satan was limited, 
because there was only one law for Adam to break. Adam could do anything and 
not sin, except for one, don’t eat the fruit of one particular tree. Satan was limited 
to only one sin. He would need to convince Adam to violate that one specific sin, 
to destroy the relationship Adam had with God. Satan was sly and deceitful and 
was able to get Adam to violate the one sin and caused the fall of man. With 
Jesus, Satan only need to get Him to violate any one of hundreds of 
commandments.  
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10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 11 Then the devil 
leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

Satan was not able to get Jesus to violate even one point of any one of God’s 
commandments. Satan gave up and left, to try again later. Jesus had stood firm 
on God’s word. Now the test was over, the angels came and met Jesus needs. 
What were His needs? He was hungry for food and water. He had fed his Spirit 
and needed to feed His physical body. Now that Jesus has completed the test, 
He’s ready to start His ministry. He’s ready to offer the Kingdom of Heaven to the 
Jews and to present Himself as the Lamb of God. 

 

12 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into 
Galilee; 13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is 
upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14 That it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 

15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, 
beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 

Matthew addresses Jesus as the King. Matthew doesn’t give any details of the 
ministry of John the Baptist. Once Jesus was baptized and identified to the people 
of Israel, John’s ministry was complete. John needed to decrease, because the 
ministry of Jesus is what’s important. The verse simply says John was cast into 
prison. John’s work was done.  

Jesus returns to His hometown of Nazareth, located in the region of Galilee. He 
left Nazareth and moved to Capernaum, which is located on the sea of Galilee. 
The place where Capernaum is located would have been considered in ancient 
times as Zabulon and Nephthalim. This was another of many scriptural prophecies 
fulfilled by Jesus. These prophecies can be found in the  9th and  42nd chapters of 
Isaiah. 

 

16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in 
the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 
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Capernaum is located at the northern part of Israel. Many Jews believed the land 
around Capernaum was in darkness, because it was so far from the temple in 
Jerusalem, approximately 100 miles. It was also considered in darkness, because 
many gentiles lived in the area. This land of alleged darkness is now in the light of 
the Savior, Jesus Christs.  

17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. 

Jesus began to preach, not the gospel of death, burial and resurrection. Jesus 
started with John’s message of Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
People had received the message from the messenger John, now the kingdom is 
offered by the King.  

18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 
19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 20 
And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 21 And going on from 
thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called 
them. 22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him. 

 

Prior to being called by Jesus;  

 Andrew had been a disciple of John the Baptist.  
 He was with John, when John proclaimed Jesus the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sins of the world. (John 1:36) 
 Andrew and his brother Peter had spent a day with Jesus, prior to this 

calling. (John 1: 35-41) 
 John and James were fishing with Simon and heard Jesus preach and saw 

Jesus direct Simon to throw his net, back into the water and caught so many              
fish it almost sunk their boats. (Luke 5: 1-11) 
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23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease among the people. 

The synagogue was a building where Jews came together to teach and have 
fellowship. The synagogue system started after the Jews of Judea were taken 
captive to Babylon and they couldn’t go to the temple anymore. Soon after they 
were taken into captivity, the temple of Jerusalem was destroyed. The 
synagogues were similar to our church buildings. There were many of them 
scattered throughout many communities. Unlike our churches, there wasn’t a 
specific pastor. Many times a priest, scribe, Pharisee or other person who was 
familiar with God’s word, Jewish customs or oral traditions would visit and were 
asked to speak before the congregation. Jesus had many followers and was asked 
to speak when visiting many local synagogues. 

Jesus came to minister to Jews.  

Matthew 15: 21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and 
cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my 
daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 23 But he answered her not a word. And 
his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after 
us. 24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.  

Jesus begins teaching and preaching.  

 He starts in the synagogues, teaching Jews.  
 He teaches and preaches outside the synagogues to Jews, in open areas, 

but gentiles can hear the message. 
 He proclaims the message of the kingdom of heaven. 
 He heals people of sickness and disease to prove the power of God in His 

message. 

We in the church are not familiar with the preaching of the kingdom, like the Jews 
are. They are not seeking a heavenly home. They are seeking the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob found in the book of Genesis. They 
are looking for a land described by Moses and the prophets. A land where the 
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King will sit on the throne of David. A land of no more sickness or sorrow. A land 
where the lion lays by the lamb and both eat straw. This is described by the 
prophet Isaiah.  (Isaiah 11:6,  65:25) We call this the millennium kingdom. 

 

24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick 
people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which 
were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had 
the palsy; and he healed them.  

They wouldn’t like Jesus ministering like this today. Jesus didn’t just heal a few 
people; He healed all that were brought to him. He would have emptied out the 
hospitals. Doctors would have been out of business.  

Jesus healed folks with bodily ailments, injuries and birth defects. No need for 
medical doctors.  

He healed those possessed by devils or were lunatics. No need for religious 
exorcist or medical psychiatrist.  

He healed those who had palsy (paralyzed). No need for crutches or wheelchairs.  

He healed for two reasons; 

 To show the power of God was behind his message and, 
 To show what the kingdom of God was like. It didn’t have any of the listed 

ailments. No sickness or sorrows. 

25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 

Because of His healing ministry, great multitudes followed him for great 
distances. People came from distances, up to 100 miles, such as Judaea and 
Jerusalem to see Jesus. Galilee and Capernaum which were called the places of 
darkness, because they were so far from the temple and Judea, now had the true 
light of God. Now people were coming great distances from Judea and the temple 
to experience the true light of God.   


