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Matthew 3  John the Plunger 

1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2 

And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

In order to have a king, there must be a kingdom. The last of the old testament prophets brings 

the message; Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Why is he called John the 

Baptist? The word Baptist comes from the word baptize which comes the Greek word baptizo. 

Baptizo means to immerse or plunge something into or under a liquid. Rather than translate the 

word baptize into English, the bible translators kept the Greek word baptize or Baptist. There 

has been a rule that persons who write various translations should not translate the word 

baptizo to the words immerse or plunge, because it would leave no room for the word sprinkle. 

Several church denominations don’t want the word translataeda to immerse or plunge, because 

they have a tradition of sprinkling babies. If you were to translate Baptist into English you might 

call John, John the plunger or dunker, you would not call him John the sprinkler.  

John’s message was simple, repent because the kingdom of heaven is coming. Repent means to 

turn around, to go a different direction in life. The kingdom of heaven is as real as planet Earth. 

Jews are not looking to be called up in the clouds to meet Jesus in the air. They are looking for 

the Messiah, the anointed one to come as a conquering king. Most Jews didn’t realize He would 

come twice. Once as a redeemer and sacrifice for sin, (see Isaiah 53) and a second time as a 

conquering King. They were looking for the Messiah to come and to establish the throne of 

David, in the land promised to Abraham on the Earth. This will occur sometime in the future 

when the Kingdom of Heaven is established. This will be a time, as written in the book of The 

Revelation, when there is a new Heaven and a new Earth. This will be the fulfillment of the 

promise made to Abraham. The Jews will receive the promised land and Jesus Christ will sit on 

the throne promised to David, forever.  

We see this in the book of Isaiah 65: 17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and 
the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 
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18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy. 

19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no 
more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 

20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: 
for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be 
accursed. 

21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the 
fruit of them. 

22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the 
days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands. 

23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed 
of the Lord, and their offspring with them. 

24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear. 

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and 
dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith 
the Lord. Isaiah 65: 17-25 

This will happen when the Messiah, Jesus, returns to this Earth.  

3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of 

one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. 

John the Baptizer came as a fulfillment of a prophecy given by Esaias (Isaiah). He is preaching in 

the wilderness and is preparing the world to hear the Lord, the Messiah. 

4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about 

his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then went out to him 

Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 6 And were 

baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
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The verse starts to describe John who wears clothing made of camel’s hair and a leather girdle 

about his loins. Sounds like the clothing of Elijah. And they answered him, [He was] an hairy 

man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It [is] Elijah the Tishbite.  

2 Kings 1:8  

 John the Baptist was a true man of God. He had the same Spirit, which Elijah had. This is the 

same Spirit, which conquered a king and his men. 2 Kings 1:  5 And when the messengers turned 

back unto him, he said unto them, Why are ye now turned back? 6 And they said unto him, 

There came a man up to meet us, and said unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, 

and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that thou 

sendest to inquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come down from that 

bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 7 And he said unto them, What manner of 

man was he which came up to meet you, and told you these words? 8 And they answered him, 

He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the 

Tishbite. 

Cont. 2 Kings 1:9 Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to 
him: and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. And he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king 
hath said, Come down. 10 And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of 
God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came 
down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 

11 Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered and said 
unto him, O man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly. 12 And Elijah answered 
and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee 
and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 

 

13 And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went 
up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of 
God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 14 
Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties 
with their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in thy sight. 15 And the angel of the LORD 
said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And he arose, and went down with him 
unto the king. 
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I can imagine he looked like a wild man. He was a under a Nazarite vow since a child. As a 

Nazarite he was not allowed to shave or cut his hair and he was not allowed to consume 

anything from the vine. No grapes, raisins or wine. He lived in the wilderness and ate locust and 

wild honey. When he spoke, he spoke with authority. The people of Israel had not had a prophet 

of God speak in hundreds of years. Now here is this wild looking man proclaiming, thus saith the 

Lord, repent for the kingdom of God is coming. The people believed. Scripture says the people 

came from Jerusalem, all other towns of Judea and the region about the Jordan river, where 

John was baptizing. They wanted to be ready for the coming of the kingdom of God and were 

repenting of their sins, confessing their sins and being baptized by John.  

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, 

he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 

the wrath to come?  

These are two religious groups that rose up, during the time of the Jewish dispersion, after Israel 

left captivity in Babylon. They formed throughout the known world where Jews lived away from 

Jerusalem and did not have access to the temple. Originally the Pharisees were a sect of 

religious leaders who attempted to keep Mosaic law alive during the dark times. The Sadducees 

were part of the higher positions within Herod’s temple. Most didn’t believe in life after death; 

angels or miracles.  

6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried 
out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and 
resurrection of the dead I am called in question. 7 And when he had so said, there arose a 
dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 8 For the 
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess 
both.   Acts 23:6-8 

 These two groups made up the religious teachers and aristocrats of Judea. They didn’t like the 

preaching of John and would come to see him baptize. They wanted to see which Jews believed 

his message and were baptized. John called them a generation of vipers. There was death and 

suffering in their teaching. 
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So what is this warning to flee the wrath to come. It was a warning of Hell, where Satan and his 

followers were doomed to go. Jesus is the one who taught about Hell more than anyone. He 

gave an example of it.  

Matthew 23: 29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of 
the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 30 And say, If we had been in the 
days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 
31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the 
prophets. 32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33 [Ye] serpents, [ye] generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

The word translated hell is the Greek word, GeHenna. It describes the Valley Hinnon located 

South of Jerusalem. Originally it was a place, unbelieving Jews offered their children as sacrifices 

to the false god and idol Mulloch. This was an idol made of bronze. A fire was built within the 

idol and burned until the hands turned red from heat. At least two Jewish king, King Ahaz and 

later King Manasseh sacrificed their children to this abomination. These kings and many of their 

subjects would place their young children into the hands of the priest of Mulloch. The priest 

would place the child in the idols hands where the child was burned alive. Bands would play 

loudly, and cymbals struck together to overcome the sound of the child screaming. This was 

done so the land would be prosperous. It sounds bad, because it is, but it is no worse than the 

deaths of millions of babies today that are sacrificed to the god of convenience. We call this type 

of sacrifice abortion. Many women are being deceived and are told it is only a lump of flesh that 

it’s not alive. Too bad they can’t hear the screams of the child being murdered within their own 

womb. There are politicians today who are proud of being involved with this kind of murder and 

want everyone to know it. America needs to repent. Recently, in the house of Representatives in 

the state of New York a bill was passed that authorized babies to be murdered up to the 

moment they were born. We are talking about a full-term baby, just waiting to pass through the 

birth canal and take its first breath. It can be murdered and its legal. The response from the 

house of representatives was they all began cheering. God help us. 

The Valley of Hinnon was cursed, because of the child sacrifices. It was later turned into a 

rubbish dump. This is the place where the rubbish and unclean things of Jerusalem would be 

thrown out. The bodies of dead animals and uneaten food would be thrown in there. This was 
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why it is described as a place the worm never dies. The rubbish must be burned to make room 

for more rubbish. It is a place the bible describes as the fires burn continually. Bodies of people, 

criminals, those who were crucified would be thrown into GeHenna dump site. Jesus body would 

have been thrown there if not claimed and taken to a rich man’s tomb.  

If you went out the south gate of Jerusalem, you were exiting out the dung gate. In Jerusalem, 

there were many thousands of people, but no sewer systems.  The human waste would be 

carried out in containers, taken through the dung gate and thrown into the dump of Gehenna. 

As you can see, GeHenna was a cursed land; a land of filth; a land of putrefaction, rotting, 

worms and continual fire. Jesus is not saying this place is hell, He is referring to something we 

can see and understand as an example of what hell will be. The truth is, hell will be much worse, 

but how could you describe it to someone.  

8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 9 And think not to say within 

yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able 

of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 10 And now also the axe is 

laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 

good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

John confronts the Jewish religious leaders, that they are evil and have no fruit of repentance. 

He tells them they are no better than their ancestors who murdered God’s prophets. He tells 

them it is not enough to be a descendant of Abraham. John warned them that the axe is laid 

unto the root of the tree. God doesn’t just chop down the tree. There are some trees that will 

come back unless you destroy the root. Good roots will produce good trees. Good trees will 

produce good fruit.  

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
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22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.   Galatians 5:19-23 

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after 

me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you 

with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will 

throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn 

up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

Why were these Jewish people coming to be baptized? They wanted God to know they were 

sinners and they were ashamed. They wanted to cleanse their conscience of the evil deeds. If 

they ceased being slaves to sin and were turning to the fruit of the Spirit, they wanted to take a 

step of faith and be baptized by John. They did this because they believed the message of John 

that the Kingdom of Heaven was coming, the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham. John lets 

them know that he only baptized with water, so they can have an act of repentance, but he 

doesn’t take away their sin. He goes on to proclaim the Messiah, the Anointed One is coming 

and will soon be here. John is preparing the way for Him. Many of the people and the religious 

leaders come to see if the Messiah will show up that day.  

John says He is coming. John tells the people the one coming is so great, John’s not even worthy 

to touch the shoe of the Messiah. John can only baptize with water, but the Messiah will baptize 

with the Holy Spirit and fire.  

Preacher today do not baptize with the same baptism John baptized? John baptized Jews, only 

Jews into a baptism showing they believed the kingdom of heaven was coming. Today, we 

baptize believers into faith of the death, burial and bodily resurrection of Jesus the Messiah 

(Christ). The Jews being baptized by John, didn’t know the message of the gospel of Jesus death, 

burial and resurrection. All they knew was the law of Moses and the prophets. They knew they 

were sinners and every year a sacrifice had to be made at the temple, located in Jerusalem. 

Every time they wanted to be cleansed of sin it required ceremonial washings and a sacrifice. 

This cleansing was only temporary and had to be repeated for later sins. They hadn’t been 

taught about the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world, but they were about to be. 
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John was preparing the way for the Messiah. John had been teaching and preaching for six 

months, at the time Jesus came to be baptized. 

The Holy One, who was coming, will not baptize with water. He will baptize with the Holy Spirit 

and with fire. We will see Jesus baptize His followers in the book of Acts of the Apostles. 

Everyone gets baptized, (immersed or dunked). You are baptized in the Holy Ghost or you are 

baptized into fire. Matthew goes on to describe the baptism of fire as verse 12 Whose fan is in 

his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. If you are the chaff, you will be burned with 

unquenchable fire. This is judgement in eternal fire and brimstone, discussed in the book of 

Revelation. This is the fire Jesus gave a mild example of when referring to GeHinnon the rubbish 

dump.  

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 

John 1: 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I 
saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

John 1:31 gives the reason John was so committed to preaching and baptizing. 
John didn’t know who Jesus was. John 1:31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel. 

John 1: 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  

14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 

thou to me?  

Jesus steps into the river and up to John, but he doesn’t walk up to John like the 

other Jews. Jesus doesn’t say anything; he doesn’t confess any sin or ask for 
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forgiveness. I believe the Spirit in John let him know this man Jesus had no sin. 

Even John was not sinless. John knew Jesus was sinless and so pure John didn’t feel 

worthy to baptize Jesus. Why did Jesus need to be baptized if it was not for 

repentance? Jesus had to be baptized so John and the people at the river would 

know who He was. John was told the Messiah would reveal Himself, by two things. 

He would come to be baptized and John would see the Spirit of God descend on 

Him.  

15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it 

becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.  

Jesus knew how John felt. John was seeing himself in comparison with the one 

who was God in the flesh. John saw himself as darkness compared to light. Jesus 

told John to suffer through how he felt and do the will of God. What was God’s 

will? That His only begotten Son should be revealed to the world, at this time. 

What is righteousness? It is to be right with God. God had revealed to John, he 

would reveal the Messiah, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world, 

by being baptized and seeing the Holy Spirit land on Him. John had to baptized 

Jesus, because it was the will of God. What did John do? He humbled himself and 

plunged Jesus beneath the waters of the river Jordan.  

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: 

and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, 

saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

Jesus wasn’t sprinkled, he was dunked. As soon as Jesus stood up, which was a 

picture of his resurrection, things started to happen. First, the heavens were 
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opened to him (John). Next John saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove. We 

know it wasn’t an actual dove, it was the Spirit. It came down nice and easy, like a 

dove, not like a rock. John could see the Spirit come down on Jesus. This was the 

beginning of the ministry of Jesus. He is now thirty years old, in relation to men. 

This is the age men of Levi, priest, begin temple service. John witnesses – 

 The heavens open 

 The Spirit descend and land on Jesus 

 Hears the audible voice from heaven identify Jesus as His Son and He is 

pleased with Him 

What did Jesus do, on Earth, that pleased God the Father 

 He grew, He played, He worked (as a carpenter) 

 He loved the Lord God with all His heart 

 He honored His parents, Mary and Joseph 

 He loved His neighbors as Himself (which fulfilled the commandments) 

These are the things Jesus did, before He was revealed to Israel by John.  

Jesus is now identified, at His baptism, to John and to some of Israel. Up to this 

day, very few knew of Jesus existence. There was his mother Mary, Joseph was 

probably dead. The parents of John the Baptist were old when he was born and 

are probably dead. The man and woman, in the temple, who saw the baby Jesus 

were no longer alive. Even John the Baptist didn’t know who the Messiah was. 

Prior to His baptism, only Mary knew Jesus was the only begotten Son of God. 

While Jesus was growing up, even Satan didn’t know who the Messiah was. Satan 

didn’t see Jesus as a threat, until the day Jesus was baptized. Now Satan sees the 
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man Jesus as a threat and as the one who would fulfill the prophecy God. Genesis 

3: 14,15 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 

thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly 

shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity 

between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise 

thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Soon Satan would seek to temp and test Jesus. Now that Jesus is identified as the 

Lamb of God, who will take away the sin of the world. Satan must now attempt to 

turn Him away from the Father.  

 

 


