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Matthew 13 Pt 3 Treasure Pearl and a Net 
The next three parables are not explained by Jesus, like the tares and the wheat. In 
order to understand you must look to scripture. You should start with context of 
the interpretation of the two parables of the sower and the soil and the parable of 
the wheat and tares.  

According to the parable of the wheat and tares, we get the following meanings; 

1 He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man (Jesus)  

2 The field is the world;  

3 the good seed are the children of the kingdom;  (Israel, believers)  

4 but the tares are the children of the wicked [one];  (the lost) 

5 The enemy that sowed them is the devil;  

6 the harvest is the end of the world; and (Revelation, judgement) 

7 the reapers are the angels. (Revelation) 

 

44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which 
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field. 

Verse 44 speaks of the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hid in a field. The first 
thing to do is to see what is meant by the word treasure. The word translated treasure 
is the Greek word (thay-sow-ros') which is defined: treasure. Usage: a store-house for precious 
things; hence: a treasure, a store. (from Strong’s word studies.)  

The English word treasure is found in the Bible 78 times. In most instances it is 
talking of man’s treasure of gold, silver, and precious stones. Proverbs and 
Colossians speak of treasure as wisdom and knowledge. In the books of Moses, 
Exodus 19:5, Duet 7:6, Duet 14:2 the people of Israel are identified as God’s 
treasure. The Hebrew word for this treasure is defined as God’s special possession. 
A check of the new testament finds a match of the same word and Greek 
translation. 
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2 Corinthians 4:3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
on them. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 
ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who commanded 
light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us. 

It’s possible the treasure is the gospel that will bring a man into the kingdom of 
heaven. This would be the treasure of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
the gospel of repentance of sin by faith in the death on the cross, the death burial 
and bodily resurrection. It is the redemption of man through Jesus Christ which will 
bring a man to the New Heaven and New Earth.  

We know the field is the world, from the parable of the wheat and tares. A 
problem is the gospel of Jesus is not hidden in the world. Jesus and His disciples 
are traveling around and proclaiming the kingdom of heaven and will soon 
proclaim the gospel to all who will hear it.  

Matt 28: 16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. 17 And when they saw him, they worshipped 
him: but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 Men are not seeking after the gospel of the shed blood of Jesus.  

Romans 3: 9 What then? are we better [than they]? No, in no wise: for we have 
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As it is 
written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
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Another problem is if a man found the treasure of the gospel how could He 
purchase the world? How could a man purchase righteousness? What does any 
man own that God needs or wants? 

The richest men to ever live on earth don’t know what true riches are. They could 
convert all their riches to gold, to see if they could purchase their way into God’s 
coming kingdom. They would find man’s precious gold is worthless in heaven, 
where gold is used to build roads.  

Revelation 21: 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all 
kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the 
third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the 
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve 
pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure 
gold, like transparent glass. 

They could convert all their riches to precious stones, only to find precious stones 
are used for building blocks of the New Jerusalem’s foundation. Man, desires to 
find the fountain of youth on earth only to discover everyone in the New Heaven 
and New Earth is young and will never grow old. They will discover all the effort 
they spent in their lives gathering man’s gold and man’s treasure was worthless. 
The only thing that will allow them to enter God’s new heaven and new earth is 
the shed blood of Jesus. Even if they were to accept Christ as Savior, they can’t 
take their earthly riches with them because it is worthless, not pure and 
contaminated with sin. 

The Bible says, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which 
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field. 

The only person who would want to purchase the world and could afford it is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the man who finds the treasure and sells all He has, His 
own shed blood and purchases the world to keep the treasure.  

John 3: 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
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Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

I believe Jesus is the man who found the treasure. So, what does God consider 
treasure?  

Exodus 19:4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above 
all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of 
Israel.” 

Deuteronomy 7:5 But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, 
and break down their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn 
their carved images with fire. 6 “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; 
the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure 
above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 7 The Lord did not set His love on 
you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for 
you were the least of all peoples; 

Deuteronomy 14:1“You are the children of the Lord your God; you shall not cut 
yourselves nor shave the front of your head for the dead. 2 For you are a holy 
people to the Lord your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a people for 
Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

Psalm 135:3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; Sing praises to His name, for it is 
pleasant. 4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His special 
treasure. 

We are not looking for things we consider treasure but are looking to see what 
God considers treasure. As you can see, the Bible specifically calls the people Israel 
God’s treasure. 
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Matt. 13: 44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the 
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all 
that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

The kingdom of heaven is like Israel (treasure) hid in the world (field) when Jesus 
(man) finds, He hides it (places it under the law to keep it separate from the world) 
until He offers Himself for ransom (to redeem Israel from the world) and buys it 
(on the cross of Calvary) and purchase complete. 

 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly 
pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all 
that he had, and bought it. 

This is a similar parable, but rather than Israel the pearl is believed to be the 
church. We saw where Israel was considered by God as His special treasure. A 
treasure should contain many different gems. God tells Moses each of the twelve 
tribes of Israel is identified by a gemstone, not a pearl. 

Exodus 28: 15 “You shall make the breastplate of judgment. Artistically woven 
according to the workmanship of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, you shall make it. 16 It shall be 
doubled into a square: a span shall be its length, and a span shall be its width. 17 
And you shall put settings of stones in it, four rows of stones: The first row shall be 
a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; this shall be the first row; 18 the second row 
shall be a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19 the third row, a jacinth, an 
agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. 
They shall be set in gold settings. 21 And the stones shall have the names of the 
sons of Israel, twelve according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, 
each one with its own name; they shall be according to the twelve tribes. 

The merchant man would be Jesus. The illustration is a merchant who specialized 
in pearls, indicating he has great knowledge of pearls and can easily determine 
their value. He is constantly looking for valuable pears and is not interested in 
gemstones. For a gemstone to have value it must be handled. It is removed from 
the rock it is embedded in. It is cleaned and has minimum value until a master 
craftsman works on it. It must be cut to specialized shape, which requires a lot of 
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skill and a steady hand. This bring out the hidden beauty of the stone. Then it must 
be polished to remove any rough edges.  

A true pearl comes from the sea and not from rock. It is formed when something 
foreign enters an oyster causing irritation, usually a grain of sand. The oyster 
secretes a substance that coats the grain and gives comfort to the oyster. This 
coating continues to build up new layers over and over again. How many times 
this occurs will determine the size of the pearl. Unlike gemstones that require a lot 
of work to perfect, the pearl is a finished product and is produced naturally. It is 
suggested the grain of sand represents Jesus as the rock that builds the church. He 
is the cornerstone which the church is built on. The church continues to grow, 
generation by generation until one day, in the future, it’s complete. Even though 
there are layers of generations, the final product is one church. Just as the oyster 
produces one pearl.  

 Matt 13:45 (modified) Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man 
(Jesus), seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, (the church) went and sold all that he had, (Jesus’ shed blood) and bought it. 

 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, 
and gathered of every kind: 48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and 
sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 49 So shall 
it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked 
from among the just, 50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Jesus is using a common illustration of fishermen using a common net. This is not 
a small seine net used by one person near the shore. This is a large net that would 
be dropped over the side of a large boat and handled by several men or it could be 
dropped between two boats. The net would have floats at the top and weights on 
the bottom. The net was dropped into the sea and was pulled along until it 
reached the shore. There it was laid out and the fishermen would gather the good 
fish into vessels but throw the bad fish away. How do you identify good fish from 
bad? It was determined by the law. There were many creatures living in the 
waters that were unlawful for a Jew to eat. 
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Leviticus 11: 9 ‘These you may eat of all that are in the water: whatever in the 
water has fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers—that you may eat. 
10 But all in the seas or in the rivers that do not have fins and scales, all that move 
in the water or any living thing which is in the water, they are an abomination to 
you.  

In Texas we love our catfish. Under Mosaic law all the catfish, shark, lobster, 
shrimp, scallops and any other critter that didn’t have fins and scales had to be 
cast away. The parable says there will be a separation take place at the time of 
the end of the world. The interpretation of verses 47 and 48 is found verses 49 and 
50. This speaks of the time of the Great White Throne of Judgement found in the 
book of Revelation. 

In these three parables Jesus has addressed His redemption of Israel and His 
Church. He has also addressed what is to occur to those who reject Him. Some will 
say How could a loving God send people into a place like Hell? Jesus did all He 
could to redeem all people. He literally took their Hell upon Himself and paid their 
debt and offered them redemption as a gift, already purchased and they didn’t 
want it. Where do you stand today? If you have breath, you have time to repent 
and believe on the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  

 


