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Matthew 13 Pt 2 Wheat and Tares  
This is a continuation of the same sermon where Jesus spoke of the parable of the 
soil and the sower.  

24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is 
likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, 
his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But 
when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 
also. 27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst 
not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said 
unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou 
then that we go and gather them up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather 
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together 
until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn. 

The subject is the kingdom of heaven and what it’s like. Jesus is not talking about 
the fulfillment of the kingdom during its glorious time when He will return and rule 
and reign as King. Jesus is talking about the kingdom, in its current condition now 
that Israel has rejected the king and the fulfillment of the glorious kingdom.  

We are now talking about the good soil where the seed has taken root and is 
growing. The current kingdom is like a field lovingly prepared where good seed 
was sown. A lot of labor has been put into the field. The work is done, and the 
workers finish and take time to sleep. When the plants start to grow near maturity 
and the wheat starts to show fruit, the workers check the field and discover 
someone has sabotaged the field and planted tares among the wheat. During this 
time in history it was not uncommon for an enemy to attack a people’s food 
source in such a way. There were laws in Egypt about this type of attack on the 
country’s food source. History tells us that the Roman government also had such 
laws, because this was not an uncommon event. An enemy would secretly sow 
tares amidst the wheat. This was just as much an attack as an army invading the 
land with warriors with weapons.  
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The tares are believed to be a common plant of the middle east known as the 
bearded darnel plant. When the darnel plants sprout and grow, they look very 
similar to wheat. You must be very familiar with the wheat and darnel plants to 
tell the difference. While growing they look so similar that most people will not 
notice the tares. The only sure way to tell the difference is when they are fully 
developed. At that time the wheat will be brown with heads of wheat seed. The 
darnel will turn black and will produce a different looking fruit. The growth of the 
tares (darnel plant) will absorb much of the nourishment from the soil and the 
field will produce much less wheat. The darnel plant has a more active root system 
and will enter-twine with the wheats roots. If you attempt to pull up the tare, 
because of the roots twisted together with the wheat, it will pull up the wheat 
also. Another problem is, if human or animals walk through the field and eat the 
darnel plant, they are toxic. 

The workers want to attack the tares and pull them up, but the master warns 
them not to, because it will uproot some of the wheat. The master tells them to 
leave it alone until they are ripe, at harvest time. Then it will be easy to tell the 
difference. At that time the reapers will pull up the tares and bundle them 
together and throw them in a fire to destroy them. They must be totally destroyed, 
and no seed left behind. The wheat will then be harvested and placed in the 
master’s barn.  

 

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is 
like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 
Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest 
among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge 
in the branches thereof. 

If you lived in the middle east and planted a good size garden and raised lots of     
vegetables, the smallest seed you would plant would be a mustard seed. There 
area several varieties of mustard plants. Most look similar to tall Texas weeds with 
yellow flowers on top of a single tall stalk. This is the type that produces the seed 
for good ole yellow mustard. It is not the type of plant talked about in this parable. 
Jesus is speaking of a mustard seed, which grows into a bush and grows from six 
to as much as twenty-foot-tall, but usually no more than ten feet tall. It looks like 
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a small tree, but big enough for birds to nest in its branches. From the mustard 
seed we produce mustard. Mustard is not a food, it’s a condiment, a substance to 
add flavor. You couldn’t live on a diet of mustard. It would be difficult to make a 
meal of mustard; the flavor would be too strong. Comparing the mustard bush to 
other garden vegetable plants, it would be many times larger in proportion to the 
size of its seed compared to the plant.    

I read several commentaries about the parables in this chapter of Matthew and 
found several interpretations of what the parables meant. Most believe the tree is 
the gospel message that started out small and spread throughout the entire 
world. Others believe the parable is talking about the church, rather than the 
gospel message. You must keep in mind, the Jewish listeners have no concept or 
understanding of the church. Each belief between church and gospel is the picture 
of the tiny seed growing into a tree instead of a small garden plant. The gospel of 
grace, Jesus redeeming mankind by paying the sin debts of the world was not a 
message His Jewish audience was familiar with. Jesus will start sharing the 
message of His death, burial and resurrection with His disciples. In verse thirty-five 
Jesus says He will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation 
of the world.  

On the interpretation of the birds, most say they represent the believers resting in 
the church or gospel message.   

I believe the mustard seed could be the gospel, the good news. At the time of this 
message, the good news was about the kingdom of heaven, with Jesus as the king 
of the kingdom. This message was rejected by Israel. I believe Jesus is teaching 
about the gospel kingdom message being altered by false teaching of the religious 
legalist scribes and Pharisees. If the message is growing like a mustard seed what 
are the birds doing resting in the branches?  

Throughout the bible, birds have always been identified with evil. I believe evil is a 
common symbol of birds. Even in this message, which includes the parable of the 
sower and the soil, birds represent the devil swooping down and stealing away the 
seed before it can take root on the pathway. When I see the birds resting in the 
mustard tree, I believe they represent false teachers resting in the gospel or within 
the church, it works with either interpretation. I believe the birds are resting in the 
branches waiting to snatch away the good seed preventing the lost from 
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accepting God’s word. The birds are false teachers. There not like the birds that 
swoop down and grab the seed. They hide with the message and slyly attempt to 
alter the truth, just enough to make it worthless.  

You see them on TV every day. They promise prosperity and a fuller life on this 
earth when the bible teaches this world is not our home. As Christians we are only 
here temporarily, we are just passing through. That’s why our bodies are only 
good for temporary use, they are designed to wear out and eventually die and 
return to the dust of the earth. We are not to spend our time on earth collecting 
possessions that have no place in heaven. We are to spend our time making 
disciples and working to submit to God’s righteousness. 

 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole 
was leavened. 

Just like the birds in the mustard tree, leaven is seen throughout the bible and it 
always represents evil. A small amount leaven contaminated the entire three 
measures of meal. This represents what a little false teaching can contaminate the 
message of the gospel. Many teach you need to get your life straightened out so 
God can save you. Some teach you must first attend their church and start giving 
ten percent of your income, to their church.  

 In the early church the Jews had been under the Mosaic law for all their life. The 
bible says, in Paul’s letter to the Romans, that no one was saved and made 
righteous by keeping the law. Paul says the purpose of the law was to show you, 
you couldn’t do it. The law was to convict you of sin and declare you guilty to bring 
you to the gospel of Jesus. In Paul’s day Jews were teaching salvation by faith in 
Jesus death, burial and resurrection, but that you must also be circumcised and 
keep the Mosaic dietary laws. The gospel of faith plus something else you must do, 
other than repenting, is leaven that defeats a person’s faith in Jesus doing all the 
work.  

34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a 
parable spake he not unto them: 
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35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open 
my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the 
foundation of the world. 

Jesus told the people hidden secrets in parables to fulfill prophecy and God’s word. 

36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his 
disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the 
field.  

It appears even Jesus disciples didn’t understand the parables and come to Him to 
seek truth of what the parables mean.  

37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of 
man; 38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed 
them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the 
angels. 40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it 
be in the end of this world. 41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Now we know from the parable of the wheat and tares, what the symbols are.  

The sower is Jesus; 

the field is the world; 

the good seed are the children of the kingdom, believers; 

the tare are the children of Satan, unbelievers; 

the enemy that sowed the tares is Satan; 

the harvest is the end times, as seen in the book of Revelation; 

the reapers are angels.  

At the time of the harvest the angels will reap the tares, which will be clearly 
different from the wheat. The tares will be thrown into the fire of Hell after being 
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judged at the great white throne of judgement. They will be judged by Jesus. They 
shall suffer forever, because they rejected the grace of Jesus Christ and did not 
accept His payment for their sins. They invested all their time and effort in getting 
what they could out of this ole condemned world and rejected Christ. Those that 
will be left shall shine forth as the sun as they reflect the light of God. 


