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Matthew 12 Pt 5 The Sign of Jonah 
22 Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; 
and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 23 And 
all the multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” 

24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out 
demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.”……… 

…………31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, 
but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone who 
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in 
the age to come………………. 

 

Matthew 12 Pt 5 The Sign of Jonah 

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want 
to see a sign from You.” 

This may or may not be the same group of Pharisees that have been following 
Jesus since the disciples ate grain, on the Sabbath. There were many Jewish 
religious leaders who came to witness Jesus performing miracles of healing and 
casting out demons. There were scribes, Pharisees and doctors of the law who 
came from Jerusalem, Judea, Galilee and from many other parts of the Roman 
empire to test the sayings and actions of Jesus. They wanted to determine if Jesus 
was a liar, a lunatic or the Messiah. Most had conferred among themselves and 
agreed Jesus had violated the Sabbath and other Jewish laws and traditions. They 
had determined Jesus was a danger to all Jews and should be stopped, even if it 
meant putting Him to death.  

Now they ask for a sign. What kind of sign are they seeking? They’ve witnessed 
Jesus make the blind to see, cause the lame to walk, healed the lepers’ skin, 
overpower demons and raised the dead. They’ve even investigated individual 
healings and verified, with facts and witnesses, the healings were truly miracles. 
They continue to ask for a sign. What kind of sign were they looking for?  
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Remember they claim to be disciples of Moses. They were asking for signs against 
the Roman government equal to the signs Moses used to destroy the Pharaoh of 
Egypt. They wanted Jesus to prove Himself to be the conquering king by turning 
the rivers to blood, parting the sea, bring pestilence on Rome or make the sun turn 
dark for three days. They want to see Jesus bring the Roman empire to its knees 
and establish the kingdom of heaven on earth. So why didn’t Jesus do it? Because 
of the unbelief of the people. Jesus offered the kingdom of heaven, but the people 
as a nation, did not repent. The kingdom was rejected because the Jewish 
leadership rejected Jesus and were set on a plan to destroy Him. He was now 
headed to the cross, not to conquer Rome but to conquer Satan. Jesus was doing 
the will of Father God as prophesied by Moses and the prophets. The prophets 
spoke of the Messiah coming and healing the sick, casting out demons and raising 
the dead. Jesus had the ability to move mountains but didn’t go around moving 
mountains. Why not move a mountain or two? That would get everyone’s 
attention. Jesus didn’t move mountains because it was not God’s will to do so and 
Jesus only did the will of His Father.  

 

39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  

Why did the religious legalist want a special sign? Jesus says, because they are an 
evil and adulterous generation. They are evil because they have rejected the only 
begotten Son of God. They are evil because God would have them show mercy 
rather than offer sacrifices. The offering of sacrifices is no good without heart felt 
repentance of sin. They are adulterous because they worship power, possessions 
and traditions over God’s Word.  

 

40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so 
will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 
The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a 
greater than Jonah is here.  
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What was the sign of Jonah? It was Jonah spending three days and three nights in 
the belly of a great fish. Let me summarize the story of Jonah. Jonah was a Jewish 
prophet who lived during the time of the kings.  

2 Kings 14:25 New King James Version (NKJV) 

God had sent prophets south to Judea and north to Israel to preach and prophecy 
to them to repent or be judged. Jonah might have been willing to go to Judea or 
Israel, but not to the Gentile people of Nineveh. The people of Nineveh were 
heathen warriors who had been used by God to punish, the northern kingdom, 
Israel.  The Ninevites were a cruel and warlike people. They had murdered and 
destroyed the lives of many Jews. It’s possible Jonah may have personally lost 
friends or family to them, he hated the people of Nineveh. Jonah was not sent to 
Nineveh as a missionary to bring them God’s word to save them. Jonah was a 
prophet sent to proclaim judgement and destruction was coming to Nineveh in 
just forty days, they were doomed. According to the book of Jonah, chapter four, 
Jonah was concerned the people of Nineveh would repent and God would not 
destroy them. Jonah knew God was a forgiving God. To prevent Nineveh from 
being spared Jonah fled the other direction, so Nineveh would not receive a 
warning.  

Jonah learned you can’t hide from the God who created the ocean and the world. 
God turned the sea against Jonah and placed his ship in peril. Everyone on the ship 
was in danger and in fear of dying. They knew the storm was sent by a god and 
determined Jonah was the person the god was after. Jonah admitted he had 
defied his God. (See Jonah chapter one).  

Jonah was thrown off the ship, into the sea, where a great fish was waiting to take 
Jonah back toward Nineveh. The great fish swallowed Jonah and the body of 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights. I can’t imagine a 
worse ending than to be swallowed alive by a great beast. The question is, was 
Jonah alive all the time within the belly of the fish or did he die? If Jonah was in 
the fish in the same way Jesus was in grave, then Jonah was dead.  

I’ve listened to other preachers who teach that Jonah was a sight when he came 
out of the fish. They teach the stomach acids of the fish must have done horrible 
things to the body of Jonah, but I don’t accept that theory for a couple of reasons. 



4 
 

One, when Jesus was in the grave for three days and nights, His body did not see 
corruption. Paul later preached to the men of Israel.  

Acts 13 (NKJV) 

29 Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took 
Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the 
dead. 31 He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from Galilee 
to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people. 32 And we declare to you glad 
tidings—that promise which was made to the fathers. 33 God has fulfilled this for 
us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. 

As it is also written in the second Psalm: ‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You.’ 

34 And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, He has 
spoken thus: ‘I will give you the sure mercies of David.’ 

35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm: 

‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’ 

36 “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell 
asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but He whom God 
raised up saw no corruption. 

 The importance is this, if Jonah’s body had not seen corruption while in the belly 
of the fish, how would the men of Nineveh know Jonah was ever swallowed by a 
fish? The city of Nineveh was not located near the sea. All they saw was a prophet 
preaching the city would be destroyed in forty days and they believed him. The 
Jewish religious leaders knew about Jonah, in the belly of the fish. They had read 
and studied the book of Jonah. The people of Nineveh did not believe the words of 
Jonah because they saw a man who had died and was now alive and bare the 
marks of bodily corruption. They believed because they received Jonah as a 
prophet of God and received his message. The men of Nineveh would stand on the 
day of judgement and testify against the religious leaders, who failed to believe 
Jesus. They not only had the word of Jesus, but confirmation His Word was true by 
the many miracles He did.  
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Jesus was going to give the religious leaders another sign, His coming death, 
burial and bodily resurrection. We know from history, when the day of 
resurrection came most of the scribes and Pharisees claimed the disciples stole the 
body and still didn’t believe. They didn’t believe because they were an evil and 
adulteress generation.  

 

42 The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here. 

Jesus gives another example. He tells the religious leaders the queen of the south, 
Sheba, who journeyed a long distance from Ethiopia to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon. Jesus says He is greater than Solomon, but these religious leaders did 
not come to hear His wisdom and see the miracles. They came to condemn Him 
and scatter His followers.  

Next Jesus will compare His authority over demons compared to Jewish exorcists 
calling out demons. The Jewish leaders had declared, to the people, Jesus cast out 
demons by the power of Beelzebub. Jesus declared He did it by the power of God, 
to verify He was the Messiah. 

43 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, 
seeking rest, and finds none. 44 Then he says, ‘I will return to my house from 
which I came.’ And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. 
45 Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse 
than the first. So shall it also be with this wicked generation.” 

This is what happens when someone attempts to call out demons, without the 
power of God. You can claim the name of God and the demons may act upon 
God’s name, but they will not stay away. Jesus says, when an evil spirit goes out of 
a man, it’s not destroyed, but only displaced. It travels around looking for dry 
places. It looks for another person to inhabit, where it can cause misery and 
mischief. It can’t enter just anyone; it can’t enter a person surrounded by God’s 
hedge (see Job). It’s looking for someone who is empty and will invite it in. When it 
doesn’t find anyone new, it goes back to where it came from and finds that person 
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empty. They have not been filled with the Spirit of God or even the Word of God. 
The evil spirit finds the person empty, swept and put in order. There is so much 
space it invites seven other spirits even more evil than itself and they all enter the 
man. The man ends up worse than if the religious leaders had left him alone.  

Jesus compares the Jewish exorcist to His casting out demons by the power of 
God.  

 

Mark 9: 14 And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around 
them, and scribes disputing with them. 15 Immediately, when they saw Him, all 
the people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him. 16 And He 
asked the scribes, “What are you discussing with them?” 

17 Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought You my son, 
who has a mute spirit. 18 And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he 
foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your 
disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not.” 

19 He answered him and said, “O faithless generation, how long shall I be with 
you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me.” 20 Then they brought him 
to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell 
on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. 

21 So He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him? And he 
said, “From childhood. 22 And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into 
the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and 
help us.” 

23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who 
believes.” 

24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I 
believe; help my unbelief!” 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the 
unclean spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of 
him and enter him no more!” 26 Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, 
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and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, “He is 
dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 

Unlike Jewish exorcist, when a demon is cast out by Jesus, they can never return to 
that person. Jesus has the power of God. He has greater authority than any 
exorcist and the demons fear Him. 

 

46 While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers 
stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 47 Then one said to Him, “Look, Your 
mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.” 

Mark 6 New King James Version (NKJV) 

6 Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples 
followed Him. 2 And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the 
synagogue. And many hearing Him were astonished, saying, “Where did this Man 
get these things? And what wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty 
works are performed by His hands! 3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, 
and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with 
us?” So they were offended at Him. 

4 But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own 
country, among his own relatives, and in his own house.” 5 Now He could do no 
mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed 
them. 6 And He marveled because of their unbelief. 

It appears Jesus earthly family, children of his mother, had never seen Jesus do 
miracles. They only saw Him as one of their siblings who was fathered by Joseph. 
None of them believed Jesus was the Messiah, until He met with them after His 
crucifixion and resurrection. Two of them, filled with the Spirit, wrote books in 
Spirit, James and Jude. Within these books, they proclaim Jesus is Lord. 

Jude New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are 
called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 2 Mercy, peace, 
and love be multiplied to you. 
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James 1:1 New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings. 

 

48 But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother and 
who are My brothers?” 49 And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples 
and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does the will 
of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

The Bible says, if you are a true born-again Christian, you may be closer to other 
Christians than you are to your own fleshly family. If you are a Christian and are 
being discipled by someone or are discipling someone, you are closer to them than 
your earthly family. 

If you are a Believer, you should be discipled or discipling. You should belong to a 
local bible teaching church to assemble yourself with other Believers. You should 
live your life as an example to unbelievers that will see Jesus in you as you walk 
through life. Your life should be a witness, without opening your mouth. You 
should seek to live a righteous life, not to be accepted by God, but because you are 
accepted by God, because of what Jesus did.  

 

 

 


