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Matthew 12 Pt 3 Blasphemy Holy Spirit 
22 Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; 
and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 23 And 
all the multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” 

Last week we looked at Jesus casting out the demon or demons possessing a man 
causing the man to be blind and mute. For the first time in his life or at least in 
many years the man could speak and see. Something was special about the man 
because a multitude of people, who had seen Jesus heal many people were 
amazed about this man being cleansed. They asked, among themselves, if Jesus 
was the Son of David? Was Jesus the Messiah, who was the fulfillment of God’s 
covenant to king David? 

24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out 
demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” 

The Pharisees feared Jesus because the multitude of people followed and praised 
Jesus and His healing ministry. The Pharisees had to have a way to prevent the 
people from turning away from their teachings. The Pharisees could not deny the 
many great healing miracles done by Jesus. There was no doubt these were 
mighty miracles. The Pharisees agreed Jesus had performed miracles but 
attempted to convince the people Jesus power came from another demon, 
Beelzebub. Beelzebub was believed to be a deity of the Philistines. Beelzebub was 
the false god of flies and human waste, dung.   

25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against 
itself will not stand. 26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. 
How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by 
whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges. 28 But 
if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come 
upon you.  

Jesus told the Pharisees and the people a truth that every kingdom, city or house 
divided against itself will fail. Satan can’t cast out Satan without weakening his 
kingdom. He asks the Pharisees, if demons cast out demons, by whom do their 
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own kin cast demons out? Jesus was talking about certain Jews who attempted 
exorcisms and allegedly cast out demons. An example is found in ACTS 19: 11 Now 
God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs 
or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and 
the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists 
took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil 
spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.”  

14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who 
are you?” 

16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, 
and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded. 17 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; 
and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And 
many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also, many of 
those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in 
the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

 

Another example is where David is able to overcome and evil spirit allowed to 
torment king Saul by playing music. 1 Samuell 16: 14 Now the Spirit of the Lord 
had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him. 

15 Saul’s attendants said to him, “See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. 
16 Let our lord command his servants here to search for someone who can play 
the lyre. He will play when the evil spirit from God comes on you, and you will feel 
better.” 

17 So Saul said to his attendants, “Find someone who plays well and bring him to 
me.” 

18 One of the servants answered, “I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who 
knows how to play the lyre. He is a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is 
a fine-looking man. And the Lord is with him.” 
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19 Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son David, who is 
with the sheep.” 20 So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and a 
young goat and sent them with his son David to Saul. 

21 David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, and 
David became one of his armor-bearers. 22 Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, 
“Allow David to remain in my service, for I am pleased with him.” 

23 Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would take up his lyre and 
play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would 
leave him. NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV) 

 

29 Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he 
first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house. 30 He who is not 
with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad. 

The strong man is Satan. Remember he is a fallen angel, he is much more powerful 
than any man, but not God. Only the Spirit of God can bind Satan. The Holy Spirit 
can bind Satan. A person who has the Holy Spirit within them can’t be possessed 
by a demon. Jesus tells the people and the evil Pharisees either they’re with Him or 
against Him. The Pharisees are attempting to turn the people away from Jesus 
because the Pharisees have rejected Jesus. 

31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but 
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone who 
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in 
the age to come. 

We don’t talk much about the Holy Spirit. We know God is tri-union. There is God 
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. When we baptize believers, in the 
church, we baptize in the name of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
These three are one and the same and yet they are different. Don’t ask me to 
explain it; because I can’t. Many Christian denominations fear the Holy Spirit of 
God and seldom speak of the Spirit.  
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When the universe was created, the Holy Spirit was there. When the Spirit of God 
hovered above a dark and desolate earth and spoke let there be light, the Holy 
Spirit was there. When God breathed into Adam, who was made of the dust of the 
earth and he became a living being, the Holy Spirit was there. When Jesus 
effortlessly commanded evil spirits to be cast out of people, who were possessed, 
the Holy Spirit was there. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are 
one and the same. I can’t explain it, but I believe it because the Bible says so. 

Genesis 1 New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was 
without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

Creation of the universe was from the Spirit of God.  

Jesus speaks to the religious leader, who are present. He tells them every sin and 
blasphemy, but one, will be forgiven. The first thing to do is to understand the 
word blasphemy. 

Cognate: 988 blasphēmía (from blax, "sluggish/slow," and 5345 /phḗmē, 
"reputation, fame") – blasphemy – literally, slow (sluggish) to call something good 
(that really is good) – and slow to identify what is truly bad (that really is evil).  

Blasphemy (988 /blasphēmía) "switches" right for wrong (wrong for right), i.e. 
calls what God disapproves, "right" which "exchanges the truth of God for a lie" 
(Ro 1:25). See 987 (blasphēmeō). Strong’s word studies & exhausted concordance 

The common English word we use is SLANDER. Slander is when you make an 
allegation against someone to cause harm to their reputation and you know the 
allegation is false.  

31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against 
the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 

In the context of this scripture, the Pharisees have seen many miracles done by 
Jesus. They have witnessed people, they have known for years, be healed of their 
illnesses, handicaps and set free from demons. The Pharisees and the people saw 
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people, crippled for years, jump like deer. They saw people, who had been verified 
as leapers, by temple priest according to the law of Moses, healed and had the 
skin of a child. People who were mute all their lives were singing and praising God. 
People who had been dangerous, because of demon possession, were in their right 
mind and worshipping God. All the miracles were confirmed as real and no one 
could deny the many miracles performed by Jesus. The Pharisees knew the 
scriptures of Moses and the prophets and knew Jesus had performed miracles and 
fulfilled prophecies that identified Him as the Messiah. Rather than accepting Him, 
for who He was, the Pharisees committed Slander against Jesus and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. They blasphemed the Holy Spirit of God.  

The Pharisees knew Jesus was the fulfillment of scripture because they knew the 
scriptures. The Pharisees and doctors of the law were held to a higher standard 
than the regular person. The Pharisees sinned against the light of the Word. Jesus 
says if you have blasphemed (slandered) the Holy Spirit, you can never be forgiven. 
The only way to be redeemed from your sins is to put your faith in Jesus dying for 
your sins and receiving the Holy Spirit. If you have denied Jesus is sinless then He 
can’t pay for your sins and you will have to pay for them yourself. The only way 
you can truly believe the gospel is to believe the word of God and this faith must 
come from God. God must draw you to Himself and that is done by the Holy Spirit 
touching your heart and soul. According to these scriptures, God will not forgive 
the person who blasphemed the Holy Spirit in the age these specific Pharisees 
lived or the age to come. These Pharisees hardened their hearts and are 
condemned for eternity. They knew about the coming Messiah, witnessed all the 
fulfilled signs of prophecy and still denied Jesus and the healing power of the Holy 
Spirit. They went a step further and attempted to convince other Jews, who had 
witnessed Jesus heal and cast out demons, that His power did not come from God 
but from Satan, through the false god of dung and flies. The Pharisees knowingly 
slandered the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Many people hearing this message might wonder if they have ever blasphemed 
the Holy Spirit. If you are fearful that you might have done it and didn’t realize it 
then God is still working on your heart and you haven’t committed the 
unpardonable sin.  
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Have you ever seen a faith healer on TV or at a revival? As they preach someone, 
in a wheelchair, is brought in before them. They will put their hand on the persons 
head and say a few strange words then the person stands up and the people 
around start shouting and praising God, but you just aren’t convinced a miracle 
has occurred.  

The first step to see if they are true is to test their message. Are they reaching out 
to sinners to repent or is their emphasis on receiving donations? Can you confirm 
the person who appeared to be healed was actually healed? Do you know they 
had been crippled or blind or some other disability they have suffered for a long 
period of time? A person who is truly healed of a disability will be easy to confirm. 
The Pharisees could not deny Jesus performed miracles and truly healed people. It 
could be confirmed by the healed person’s family and friends. The Pharisees had 
confirmation of miracles being performed.  

John 9 New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 And His 
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?” 

3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of 
God should be revealed in him. 4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while 
it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world.” 

6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the 
saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 7 And He said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and 
washed, and came back seeing. 

8 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind 
said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?” 

9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” 

10 Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” 
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11 He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 
and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I 
received sight.” 

12 Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” 

13 They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now it was a 
Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees 
also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay 
on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 

16 Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because He 
does not keep the Sabbath.” 

Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a 
division among them. 

17 They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He 
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and 
received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had received his sight. 
19 And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?”  

20 His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that 
he was born blind; 21 but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who 
opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” 
22 His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had 
agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out 
of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

24 So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the 
glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” 

25 He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing 
I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” 

26 Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your 
eyes?” 
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27 He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” 

28 Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ 
disciples. 29 We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know 
where He is from.” 

30 The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you 
do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! 31 Now we know that 
God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, 
He hears him. 32 Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone 
opened the eyes of one who was born blind. 33 If this Man were not from God, He 
could do nothing.” 

34 They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you 
teaching us?” And they cast him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to 
him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” 

36 He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 

37 And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with 
you. 38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him. 

39 And Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do 
not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.” 

40 Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to 
Him, “Are we blind also?” 

41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, 
‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains 

As you can see, the Pharisees investigated and found evidence confirming a 
miracle. They didn’t believe because of the hardness of their hearts. 

There will be a day, in the future when one will come and heal in the name of God 
but will not be from God. God has prepared us for him by telling us of the beast 
and the false prophet as written in the book of Revelation. The healing will be real, 
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but the messenger will say Jesus Christ, a man who was born of the flesh, is not of 
God. The apostle John, who wrote the book of Revelation, also wrote in 1 John 4- 

1 John 4:1 New King James Version (NKJV) 

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you 
know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have 
heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 

 

As a Christian, you are to test the teaching of anyone who states they are teaching 
God’s Word. You will test them by God’s written Word. The bible is made up of 
sixty-six individual books. Each of the books lines up with the other books and 
verifies the accuracy of each other. The only book in the world that does this is the 
bible. The bible says, 2 Timothy 2: 14 Of these things put [them] in remembrance, 
charging [them] before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, 
[but] to the subverting of the hearers. 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. 16 But shun profane [and] vain babblings: for they will increase unto more 
ungodliness. 17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus 
and Philetus; 18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection 
is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the foundation 
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, 
Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. (KJV) 

 

 

 

 

 


