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Matthew 12 Pt 2 A House Divided  
9 Now when He had departed from there, He went into their synagogue. 10 And 
behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked Him, saying, 
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—that they might accuse Him. 

11 Then He said to them, “What man is there among you who has one sheep, 
and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 Of 
how much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other. 14 Then the 
Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him. 

Let’s look at this same incident as proclaimed by Mark. 

Mark 3 New King James Version (NKJV) 

3:1 And He entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had a 
withered hand. 2 So they watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the 
Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. 3 And He said to the man who had the 
withered hand, “Step forward.” 4 Then He said to them, “Is it lawful on the 
Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 And 
when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the hardness of 
their hearts, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, 
and his hand was restored as whole as the other. 6 Then the Pharisees went out 
and immediately plotted with the Herodians against Him, how they might destroy 
Him. 

Jesus ask the Pharisees, the doctors and teachers of the law, if it was lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath. Was it lawful to save life or kill on the Sabbath? The 
Pharisees refused to answer and kept silent. Jesus looked at them and became 
angry. There are people who believe the meek and loving Jesus is not capable of 
anger, yet the scriptures clearly show He was angry. He was not only angry; He 
was grieved because of the hardness of their hearts. They had already made up 
their minds that the most important topic of their discussion was you can’t violate 
the Sabbath. The Pharisees then turned and violated the Sabbath by working on a 
plan to destroy Jesus, they planned to kill Him. Why were they so angry? They 
were angry because Jesus had healed a man’s crippled hand on the Sabbath. 
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The legalistic Pharisees and Herodians had determined with their small human 
brains that it was not legal for Jesus to do good and heal people on the Sabbath. 
These same legalistic teachers of the law believed it was alright to conspire with 
others and make a plan to kill Jesus, on the Sabbath. 

15 But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes 
followed Him, and He healed them all. 16 Yet He warned them not to make Him 
known, 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying: 

18 “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, 

My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! 

I will put My Spirit upon Him, 

And He will declare justice to the Gentiles. 

19 He will not quarrel nor cry out, 

Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 

20 A bruised reed He will not break, 

And smoking flax He will not quench, 

Till He sends forth justice to victory; 

21 And in His name Gentiles will trust.” 

 

22 Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; 
and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 23 And 
all the multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” 

Matthew as usual keeps to the facts of the incident. Matthew declares a demon-
possessed man was brought to Jesus the King and was healed. This led to the 
multitude believing Jesus was the King, the Messiah. The Pharisees were angered, 
at the desperate people, because they would even think someone who would 
violate God’s Sabbath day could be the Messiah.  
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 24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out 
demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” 

In order to prevent the people from believing Jesus was the Messiah, the Pharisees 
told the people that Jesus cast out devils by the power of the leader of the devils, 
Beelzebub. Now Beelzebub was believed to be a deity worshipped by the 
Philistines. Beelzebub was the deity of flies and dung. The Pharisees not only 
insulted Jesus, and His power of the Holy Spirit, but said the power behind Jesus 
miracles was the evil god of human waste and flies. The lowest insult they could 
make.   

25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against 
itself will not stand.  

Jesus can read minds; He is the creator. Satan can’t read minds; he is a creation.  

Jesus speaks a truth we should all attempt to learn. Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation. The Roman empire was one of the greatest empires 
to ever form. It lasted for a thousand years and remnants of that government still 
exist today. Rome was never completely destroyed by an enemy; it fell apart from 
within. It fell apart because it was divided from within. Today we live in one of the 
most powerful nations ever to exist. The growth of the United States of America 
from its simple beginnings less than three hundred years ago to this present day is 
phenomenal. The USA was originally established on Jewish and Christian beliefs. 
Today a large portion of this country has rejected the Jewish and Christian beliefs, 
we are a divided nation. You can confirm this by turning on your TV to any news 
program and you can see it first-hand. If you believe God’s the creator, of our 
universe, the educated people of this land consider you mentally ill or a bigot. 
Soon it will be impossible for a person, who believes in God, to be elected to a 
political office or appointed as a judge. The world does not want to hear about 
any moral absolutes.  

What gives Bible believers the right to determine what is right and what is wrong? 
The world says what is wrong for you may not be wrong for them. The world says 
if it feels good do it. The world says the Bible is an antiquated book written over 
two to four thousand years ago. How can it be relative today? There is such a rift 
between our two major political parties that has not been this bad since the time 
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of our civil war. As bad as things are today, the Bible said these things would 
happen and will even get worse.  

The division doesn’t stop at kingdoms. Jesus says every city or house that is divided 
will not stand. Compare the morality of our large cities and our rural areas of just 
our own states. In the cities there is a great decrease in moral values and the 
sense of right or wrong. In the cities you can find a whole host of people catering 
to fulfilling human lustful desires. In the cities there is total accessibility to drugs, 
sex and increased violence. In the cities you can find clubs that cater to men where 
the women are totally nude and sell their bodies to anyone who can afford them. 
In the cities there is easy access to the ability to murder our children. They call it 
abortion, rather than murder, so it doesn’t sound as bad.  

In the cities there are violent gangs and individuals who have no sense of the value 
of any life. The murder rate in many of our cities is growing at a record setting 
rate. Many of the largest cities are facing bankruptcy as they try to fund people’s 
lifestyles who refuse to work. God made man to work. Even Adam, who was 
created as a son of God and lived in the perfect garden of Eden, was to work in the 
garden. Adam had a purpose in life. Adam wasn’t created to lay around and do 
nothing, which would lead him to find other means of entertaining himself for 
twenty-four hours each day. Adam was created to find fulfillment of life while 
tending to the garden and all his animal friends. He was not even created to work 
alone, but God gave Adam a special person named Eve to help fulfill his life. Adam 
was to have pleasure and love for Eve, so he could understand the joys of 
providing for her as God enjoyed providing for Adam. Adam was to raise a family 
and populate God’s earth. Adam was created to know the intimate relationship 
found in a Holy state of matrimony, with his wife Eve. The world has polluted sex 
and made it seem like something evil. God loves sex, he created it for a man and 
woman to share themselves with each other in a way they were not to experience 
with anyone else. It was part of the way a man and woman are to bond together 
for life. It is for a joy and pleasure that led to a man and woman to have and raise 
children. It is a beautiful thing. The world has turned sex around and tried to even 
bring God’s people to believe sex is evil and should not be enjoyed and used to 
strengthen the relationship between a husband and wife. This brings us to the last 
division of the home and family. 
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Even within our homes people are resisting God’s word. God created the family 
which was one man and one woman for life. Marriage was not to last only while it 
was convenient but until one of the two should die. The Bible says, Genesis 2:23-
25 New King James Version (NKJV) 

23 And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall 
be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 

People in the cities and in the rural areas are celebrating their personal sinful 
lifestyles. They have even changed the definition of marriage and family to 
something God specifically forbade. In the cities they have created whole 
communities of people who shake their fist at God and demand to know what 
gives Him the right to judge their lifestyle. They come together in neighborhoods 
to unite and draw strength from one another as they defy God’s word. They even 
have their own churches which cater to their desires and have omitted portions of 
God’s Bible as no longer being acceptable to follow or study. When homes are 
divided, it leads to the division of cities and nations (kingdoms).   

 

26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his 
kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your 
sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges.  

We must remember Satan is not a god, he is a fallen angel. Jesus is saying Satan is 
not casting himself out, is he? The Spirit of God is casting out demons. The Bible 
says it and I believe it. Jesus says if He cast out demons by the prince of demons, 
the dung demon, by what power were their sons casting out demons. If they were 
successful, it was either by the power of speaking God’s written word or by the 
name of Jesus. On judgement day, even their own Jewish sons will speak against 
the Pharisees and other religious leaders, who stand against the Christ.  

It was not unheard of for some Jewish priest or Pharisees, throughout many years, 
to attempt the act of exorcism. It was believed that many physical disabilities were 
caused by demons. People were believed to be punished for their sins or, if they 
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were born with a disability, for the sins of their fathers. There were Jews who 
traveled around and made part of their living as an exorcist, casting out demons.  

According to some historians, one method used by exorcist was to quote scripture, 
such as Psalms 91. Just look at the Psalms and you can see why demons would 
tremble at hearing such a word of God. There are many Psalms that could be 
used. There is power in the written word of God.   

Psalm 91 New King James Version (NKJV) 

91 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High 

Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; 

My God, in Him I will trust.” 

3 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

And from the perilous pestilence. 

4 He shall cover you with His feathers, 

And under His wings you shall take refuge; 

His truth shall be your shield and buckler. 

5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, 

Nor of the arrow that flies by day, 

6 Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, 

Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. 

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

And ten thousand at your right hand; 

But it shall not come near you. 

8 Only with your eyes shall you look, 

And see the reward of the wicked. 

9 Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, 



7 
 

Even the Most High, your dwelling place, 

10 No evil shall befall you, 

Nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; 

11 For He shall give His angels charge over you, 

To keep you in all your ways. 

12 In their hands they shall bear you up, 

Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

13 You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, 

The young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot. 

14 “Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him; 

I will set him on high, because he has known My name. 

15 He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; 

I will be with him in trouble; 

I will deliver him and honor him. 

16 With long life I will satisfy him, 

And show him My salvation.”  

 

Later, during the apostle Paul’s ministry, two examples are given in ACTS 19: 11 
Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even 
handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases 
left them and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant 
Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over 
those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul 
preaches.”  

14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 15 And 
the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are 
you?” 16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered 
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them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded. 

The Jewish leaders did not plant the man in the crowd to prove Jesus had the 
authority to heal. Their plan was to prove Jesus would not observe the Sabbath. 
The religious leaders wanted to show that Jesus was a sinner. Jesus would conduct 
work on the Sabbath rather than wait and heal the man later, so the Sabbath 
wouldn’t be violated. They fully intended to set Jesus up to show the people Jesus 
would not honor God’s Sabbath day and would break God’s commandment.  

The Jewish leaders did not realize that Jesus and God were as one and Jesus only 
did what God wanted done. Jesus never stepped out of the will of the Father. Jesus 
did as they wished and healed the man on the Sabbath. The Jewish leaders must 
have been shocked when the people were not offended, by the healing on the 
Sabbath, but asked if Jesus was the Son of David, which means the Messiah the 
Conquering King. The Pharisees and Herodians knew things were worse than they 
thought. It was up to them to stop Jesus and His evil ways.  

 

28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has 
come upon you.  

Jesus tells the Pharisees; if He cast out demons by the Spirit of God it proves the 
kingdom of God is there with them. He has the power to usher the kingdom into 
fulfillment, because He is the King in the kingdom. All they need do is accept Jesus 
as the King, the Messiah. Jesus no longer offered the kingdom of heaven to the 
Jewish people, because they had rejected His Message. Jesus was to fulfill the will 
of His Father. Jesus was to redeem men by dying on the cross of Calvary to pay the 
sin debt that every human owed. Jesus died on the cross so men could be saved 
and made righteous through Him. Jesus was crucified by nailing Him to the cross, 
died, was buried and on the third day arose from the grave bodily, to prove the 
debt for sin was paid in full. All you need do is come to Jesus as a sinner, repent of 
your sins and ask God to forgive you and receive the free gift of Grace, in Jesus 
name.  


