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Matthew 12 Pt 1 Jesus Greater than Temple 
In chapter eleven, Jesus offered the kingdom of heaven to the nation of Israel. The 
tribes of Israel were scattered throughout the Roman empire. Jesus proclaimed 
Himself as the King and offered His kingdom to the generation of Jews who lived 
during the time of His earthly ministry. He proved He was the Messiah through 
miraculous healings and fulfillment of old testament prophecies. After the nation 
rejected Him and His kingdom, He turned to the individual Jews and will later 
include the gentiles in His offer of redemption. Jesus is now on His way to the 
cross, to offer Himself for the sins of the world.  

Matthew 11: 27 All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the 
Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 Come to Me, all you 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  

God the Father has delivered everything to the Son. No man knows the Father, 
except the Only Begotten Son and those the Son chooses to reveal the Father to. 
Jesus says, all who labor and are heavy laden, He will give you rest. There were 
men and women, who knew they had fallen short of the glory of God. Many were 
so bad that even the Pharisees considered them hopeless. People were trying to 
achieve righteousness under the law of Moses.  Many gave up trying, such as 
criminals, prostitutes and publicans. They would come to a point in their life where 
they knew they deserved condemnation from God. They believed God would never 
forgive them. The religious leaders would not allow many to enter the temple, 
because their entire life was unclean. If that wasn’t bad enough, the scribes and 
Pharisees not only put them under Mosaic law, but also oral traditions. The law 
and the traditions weighed down the believers under an unbearable yoke of 
requirements. The Jewish people, of Jesus generation, had rejected the kingdom of 
heaven. After Israel rejected the kingdom of heaven, Jesus is going to make an 
offer, to individual Jews, to set them free from the requirements of the law and 
traditions. It’s called GRACE. 

Jesus says come to me. Set your heavy yoke aside and take His yoke upon you and 
He will give you rest. He lived a life that was perfect, a life of perfect righteousness 
as God the Father requires. 
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29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.” 

 No man will not earn his own righteousness, but Jesus will give His righteousness 
to you. He will do all the work. His yoke is easy, and His burden is light. He will pay 
the penalty for your transgressions and give you His righteousness. No more will 
you follow the law to achieve acceptance. You can follow the law, because you are 
accepted and have received God’s righteousness as a gift by faith in Jesus the 
Christ and His plan for your redemption.  

Matthew 12 New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. And His 
disciples were hungry, and began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2 And when 
the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples are doing what is 
not lawful to do on the Sabbath!” 

A few things stand out in these two verses. First, the event occurs on the Sabbath. 
Second, the Pharisees seem to be stalking Jesus and His disciples. The disciples are 
walking with Jesus, they are following Him. You will always be in the will of God 
when you are following Jesus. As the disciples follow Jesus, they are hungry and 
pluck grain to eat.  

The Pharisees are not following Jesus to watch and learn from Him like the 
disciples. They’re following Jesus to catch Him doing something wrong, to prove 
Jesus is not the Messiah. The Pharisees take a stand that Jesus is not who He says 
He is, the only begotten Son of God, the Messiah.  

The Pharisees turn away from Jesus on the argument of what is lawful on the 
Sabbath. The Sabbath is considered the seventh day of the week. According to the 
Genesis account of creation, God completed creating the heavens and the earth, 
including all life, in six days. God rested on the seventh day and commanded it be 
kept as a day of rest. During creation, God started with the evening (dark) and 
then brought light on the earth. The Jews look at days different from the Romans. 
The Roman day is like our own. It starts at midnight and goes for twenty-four 
hours to the next midnight. The Jewish day is based on creation. It starts at 
sundown, evening about six PM. It goes from sundown, through the following 
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morning, until sundown again. The day is twenty-four hours. On the Jewish 
Sabbath, it started on sundown Friday and continued to sundown on our Saturday, 
the seventh day of the week. Since the disciples were plucking grain and eating it 
from the stalks on the Sabbath, the Pharisees considered it work and told Jesus 
they were violating God’s law.  

3 But He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, 
he and those who were with him: 4 how he entered the house of God and ate 
the showbread which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were 
with him, but only for the priests?  

Jesus, rather than ridiculing them, attempted to teach them a deeper knowledge 
of God. He started with an example of king David. David, who was chosen by God 
to be king of all Israel, was running from king Saul, who wanted to kill him.  

1 Samuel 21 New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 Now David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest. And Ahimelech was afraid 
when he met David, and said to him, “Why are you alone, and no one is with 
you?”2 So David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has ordered me on some 
business, and said to me, ‘Do not let anyone know anything about the business on 
which I send you, or what I have commanded you.’ And I have directed my young 
men to such and such a place. 3 Now therefore, what have you on hand? Give me 
five loaves of bread in my hand, or whatever can be found.” 

4 And the priest answered David and said, “There is no common bread on hand; 
but there is holy bread, if the young men have at least kept themselves from 
women.”5 Then David answered the priest, and said to him, “Truly, women have 
been kept from us about three days since I came out. And the vessels of the young 
men are holy, and the bread is in effect common, even though it was consecrated 
in the vessel this day.” 

6 So the priest gave him holy bread; for there was no bread there but the 
showbread which had been taken from before the Lord, in order to put hot bread 
in its place on the day when it was taken away. 

Why didn’t God punish David for violating the law of the showbread? David was 
following God’s will and needed the showbread. 
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5 Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple 
profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? 6 Yet I say to you that in this place 
there is One greater than the temple. 7 But if you had known what this means, ‘I 
desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 
For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

Jesus gives the Pharisees a second example of working on the Sabbath, while 
remaining in God’s will. He explains how priest are expected to work on the 
Sabbath. The priest of God’s temple work on the Sabbath, but do not violate it. 
The priests are exempt the Sabbath rest, while carrying out God’s will and 
performing their duties. Jesus is greater than not only the priest, but even the 
great temple of Herod. To the Jewish people of the day, the temple was the only 
thing they had to remind them of God. No one was greater than the temple. Jesus 
lets them know He is greater; He is the Messiah. Jesus says they would know He 
was greater than the temple if they had known what it meant when God said, He 
desires mercy and not sacrifice. As the Messiah He is Lord even of the Sabbath, He 
created the Sabbath. The title, the Son of Man, was a title of the Messiah, the 
Christ.  

9 Now when He had departed from there, He went into their synagogue. 10 And 
behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked Him, saying, 
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—that they might accuse Him. 

Jesus, and His disciples, leaves the field and go to the local synagogue. It was still 
the Sabbath and many Jews were there. There were Pharisees in the synagogue; 
some had followed Jesus from the field.  There was a man with a withered hand, in 
the synagogue. The Pharisees made sure the man was there, so they could see if 
Jesus would again violate the Sabbath day. The Pharisees hoped to find a reason 
to accuse Jesus of violating the law.  

11 Then He said to them, “What man is there among you who has one sheep, 
and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 Of 
how much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other.  

14 Then the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might 
destroy Him. 
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Jesus attempts to reason with the legalistic Pharisees. Jesus has already told them 
the desire of the Father. God desires the legalistic Jews to have mercy instead of 
sacrifice, and knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. Hosea 6:6. 

The Pharisees believed it was a violation to heal the man on the Sabbath. You 
could wait and heal the man on another day. The Pharisees believe to heal a 
person requires the healer to work. No work can be performed on the Sabbath.  

 

15 But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes 
followed Him, and He healed them all.  

Jesus knew the Pharisees had made up their mind to kill Him. He left the 
synagogue and a multitude of people followed Him. Did they follow Him because 
of His message of the kingdom of heaven? No, they followed Him because he had 
healed a man’s deformed hand and they had need of physical healing. To their 
delight, Jesus healed them all. He healed them out of pity. He told them to receive 
their healing but not to proclaim He had done it. It appears most must have 
obeyed, because it fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah. 

16 Yet He warned them not to make Him known, 17 that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 18 “Behold! My Servant whom 
I have chosen, 

These verses come from Isaiah chapter 42. The servant was originally the nation of 
Israel. The nation was to be so blessed by God, that the rest of the world would 
want to turn to the God of Israel. During times of great blessings, the people of 
Israel turned away from God and suffered greatly, because of their disobedience. 
The true servant of God was Jesus.  

My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! 

Jesus was sent by God the Father. Jesus was God, who took on man’s flesh, so He 
could experience all the trials that men experience. See John chapter one. Jesus is 
the only begotten Son of God.  

I will put My Spirit upon Him, 
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This occurred at Jesus baptism. It was a sign, to John the baptizer, that Jesus was 
the one, the Messiah, John had been waiting for. John’s mission in life was to 
prepare the way for the Messiah and identify Him to the people of Israel and the 
world.  

And He will declare justice to the Gentiles. 

What is Justice? For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. The wages 
of sin is death. Every man, but Jesus, owes a death penalty. Jesus declared justice 
to all men but came to the earth to pay the sin debt not only for Israel but to the 
world. Jesus declared justice but gave mercy.  

19 He will not quarrel nor cry out, 

Jesus didn’t argue. He was innocent before Pilot and didn’t cry out. The Bible says,   

Hebrews 12 New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 

No one in the streets of Jerusalem heard Jesus say He was innocent. He did not 
open His mouth to defend Himself. He willingly took on the penalty for the world 
and submitted Himself to Roman death by crucifixion.  

20 A bruised reed He will not break, 

Men are nothing but bruised reeds. The loving Jesus will not break the bruised 
reeds of the world but came to redeem them. 

And smoking flax He will not quench, 

If you break a reed then strip it apart, you will have flax. The flax is twisted 
together to make wicks for oil lamps. If the tip of the wick becomes dry of oil it will 
smoke, but not give out light. Jesus will not quench the tip of the dry wick. He will 
replenish the oil so the flax will continue to give out light.  
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Till He sends forth justice to victory; 

21 And in His name Gentiles will trust.” 

The justice He sends is His willingness to accept the justice of sin against mankind. 
He settled the sin debt so through Jesus sinners can receive mercy, because He 
took on the world’s sin debt upon Himself. If men will receive His gift, recognizing 
they are guilty and repenting of their sins and believe He paid for their sins on the 
cross off Calvary. He died a horrible death, in their place. He died for them and on 
the third day of death arose from the grave. This allowed God to forgive man’s sin, 
because the penalty was paid in full. He turned justice for the guilty into victory. 
He did this not just for men of Israel, but also for the Gentiles who put their trust in 
Him. 

Have you ever been convicted and felt so dirty you didn’t feel worthy to ask Jesus 
to forgive you? That’s called conviction. It happens when God touches the heart of 
a sinner. You must first realize you are a sinner, before you realize your guilty and 
need forgiveness. You must realize Jesus came to this earth and lived a perfect and 
righteous life. He never sinned. He didn’t owe a sin debt and willingly allowed the 
Jewish people and the Roman gentiles to execute Him by placing Him on a cross. 
God allowed this to happen so He could pay the debt for you violating the law. 
Jesus died in your place and took on your sins, so you could be cleansed and be 
made righteous. Jesus redeemed you from the penalty of the law. All you need do 
is accept what Jesus did and believe He arose from the grave, proving your sin 
debt was paid in full and receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior. 

 


