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LUKE 7: 36 – 50 THE WOMAN OF GREAT SIN RECEIVES GREAT FORGIVENESS 

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to 
the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.  

Pharisees were a religious group of men who were zealous of the Mosaic law, the 
oral traditions and their interpretation of the law. They were a very proud sect of 
men, who loved to be called rabbi or teacher. They studied the letter of the law 
but didn’t know the spirit of the law. Many of them wished they could have been 
priest, but they were not of the tribe of Levi. If they had been interpreting the 
book of the Law and they Prophets correctly they would have been looking for t 
he Messiah and would have noticed many of the prophecies of the Messiah were 
being fulfilled in the life of Jesus. These were part of the men who would 
eventually reject and crucify Jesus, the Messiah.  

Why would this Pharisee invite Jesus to dinner? It was not to honor Jesus. It was 
not to learn from Jesus. It was not to show the other Pharisees that he had 
believed in Jesus. It was not to be forgiven, since he didn’t believe he had ever 
done anything that needed to be forgiven. He believed he was acceptable to God, 
because of who he was and how he lived. He believed he was acceptable, because 
compared to real sinners, such as prostitutes or tax gatherers God should be glad 
to have a man like him in God’s kingdom. He wanted the other Pharisees to see 
that he was not afraid of this man Jesus and that he had an open mind. 

37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at 
the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume.  

A woman, who knew she was a sinner. She came to the home of the Pharisee for 
one reason. To seek Jesus. She had probably heard Jesus preach and saw him heal 
the sick, make the lame walk and even raise the dead. The text simply identifies 
her as a sinful woman. She knew who she was, she was a sinner. She knew she 
had nothing to offer Jesus that would make her worthy for the kingdom of God. If 
anyone was to look at her life, they would agree that she deserved judgement. 
She might had heard Jesus as he preached to the masses of people, who stood 
near sea of Galilee. She might have been sitting with a crowd of people, when 
Jesus preached to the 5000 and miraculously fed them food till, they were full. 
She probably listened as she ate a piece of fish and some bread. Never had she 
heard anyone teach as he taught. Never had anyone ever given her any hope, as 
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he gave her. As she listened to Jesus, she learned for the first time that she could 
be forgiven.  

So many people live in sin and feel guilty, but they can’t seem to walk away from 
it. After a while they begin to identify with their sin, that’s their identity. They no 
longer see themselves as little Joe or Mary, but now see their identity as a 
condemned sinner. I once knew a woman like that. I would tell her about Jesus 
and His forgiveness. She told me I didn’t know what I was talking about. I didn’t 
know what she had done. She said if she ever walked into a church it would 
probably fall on her. She was like the woman in this story. This woman had sinned 
so bad; she couldn’t go to the temple and offer a sacrifice because everyone knew 
her, and they knew she was a sinful person. They watch sinful people come to 
Jesus but know that Jesus would never forgive them. They believe they are evil 
and should be judged. They believe they are too sinful to be forgiven. They 
identify themselves as drug addicts, prostitutes, adulterers or worse.  

This woman realized, by hearing the word of God, preached by Jesus, that she 
could repent. Repent means more than just believing Jesus is the Savior, it is 
turning toward Jesus, which is turning away from your sinful life. There was now 
hope that she could be forgiven. She could change her life, because she was 
forgiven and no longer be ruled by sin, no longer to be a slave to sin.  

The perfume she had was expensive and she had probably bought it years before 
and held it back for some special occasion. Perfumed oil kept in an alabaster jar, 
was special. The alabaster jar was special made and it was sealed. Because it was 
sealed to protect the oil, it usually required breaking it open to access the oil. 
Therefore it would be for a one time use and was very special. The perfumed oil 
was used for special occasions, such as preparing a body for burial, to help an 
injured person be healed or on very special times, to anoint a king. It could cost as 
much as a week to a year’s earnings. It was probably the only thing of value she 
owned and she wanted to give it to Jesus.  

38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume 
on them. 

When people reclined at a table, they would sit on the floor and their feet would 
face away from the table. This woman didn’t feel worthy to look Jesus in the face. 
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She came up from behind him. She was broken, because of the guilt she felt from 
her sinful life. She was crying because she was able to approach Jesus. She wasn’t 
required to go through the Pharisee, to gain access into the presence of Jesus. She 
could access Jesus, because he had made himself accessible. Her brokenness and 
sorrow came, because she was so guilty of her sin and wanted to bring every 
ungodly thing, she had ever done, to her Lord and Savior. As her tears flowed she 
used them to wet the feet of Jesus. Normally, a household servant would wash a 
guest feet. She approached as a servant and wetted Jesus feet with her tears. 
These were the same eyes that during her time of sin, would be covered with eye 
liners and painted colors, but were now washed clean from tears. She then 
lowered her hair. No longer was her hair held up with pin or jewelry. Her hair fell 
free in Jesus presence. She now used her hair to dry her tears from Jesus feet, 
humbling herself before her Lord. She then took the perfume and anointed his 
feet with it.  

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

The Pharisee didn’t say a word, but his thoughts contained volumes. He wasn’t 
aware that Jesus knew his very thoughts. The Pharisee believed him to be a good 
and godly man, who was so much better than this sinful woman.  

Any time a person believes they are better than someone else, Jesus has 
something to tell them. He wants them to know that they are sinners and need a 
Savior.  

In the book of Proverbs, God informs man of what he hates. 

There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him: 

haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 

a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, 

a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the 
community. 

The first thing on the list is haughty eye. These are eye that exalt themselves. This 
is the sin of Satan the sin of pride. The Pharisee was proud he was not as evil as 



4 
 

the woman, not knowing that his sin of pride was worse than the lustful sin of the 
woman, whose sin was great, but didn’t even make the list of seven of things God 
hates.  

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, 
teacher,” he said. 

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 

 Jesus speaks of a person who has a great debt compared to another one who has 
a debt ten times greater. At the time if a person couldn’t pay their debt, they 
could be taken as a slave by the person they owed the debt to. 

42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of 
both. Now which of them will love him more?” 

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

Simon wasn’t sure of the answer but supposed the person with the bigger debt 
would be more grateful. He was thinking the woman, with sexual sin was ten 
times as guilty as he was.  He was simply a PROUD Pharisee.  

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  

Jesus compares the woman who believes she was a great sinner, unworthy to 
even make eye contact with Jesus. Jesus came to Simon’s home but was not 
greeted by Simon as a guest. During Jesus day, people walked where ever they 
traveled and they traveled on paths and dirt roads. When they entered 
someone’s home the owner would usually give them water to wash their feet, but 
Simon didn’t offer Jesus any water. This was a sign of disrespect. The woman, who 
knew she was a sinner, was so broken she wetted Jesus feet with tears. And 
wiped Jesus feet with her own hair. A sign of great humility for her and great 
honor for Jesus.  
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45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not 
stopped kissing my feet.  

When a guest entered a home, the owner would greet him with a kiss on the 
cheek. A sign of honor and friendship. Simon, the Pharisee, had dishonored Jesus, 
since Jesus entered his home.  

46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.  

To pour oil on a guest head, would be something not normally done for a guest. It 
would only be done of a guest of great honor. Simon didn’t even consider 
honoring Jesus, in this way. The woman not only put oil on Jesus, but anointed his 
feet, because she didn’t feel worthy to anoint his head. Not only did she anoint 
Jesus feet, but did it at great cost to herself. The oil she used was expensive. She 
could have sold it and bought many meals or items of pleasure with the funds. 
Instead she chose to give it to Jesus. 

47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has 
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 48 Then Jesus said to 
her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

Jesus tells Simon the Pharisee, the woman is not giving greatly because she has 
many sins to be forgiven, her actions are because she has been greatly forgiven. 
To make his point Jesus turns to her, in presence of Simon and many other self-
righteous Pharisees, who are present and forgives the woman.  

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” 

It appears the Pharisees are offended by Jesus action. 

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Jesus ignores the religious men who question his authority. It wasn’t her actions 
of washing Jesus feet with tears, drying them with her hair and anointing his feet 
with oil that saved her, it was her faith. The action of washing Jesus feet was done 
because that was the kind of faith she had. She didn’t wash Jesus feet to earn her 
forgiveness, she did it because she had faith in JESUS. She recognized he was the 
Messiah and by faith she was forgiven.  
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She understood Jesus to be the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the 
world. She couldn’t offer a sacrifice, at the temple. Jesus is on His way to be the 
only true sacrifice for sin. The sacrifices in the temple area only a shadow of 
things pointing to the sacrifice of Jesus.  

Before a person can be saved, you must acknowledge you have something to be 
saved from. You must see yourself as God sees you.  You must recognize you have 
nothing to offer God, because you’re a sinner and are condemned. You must 
come to Jesus by faith and believe He is God and ask Him to forgive your sin, 
because Jesus Christ paid your sin debt and you believe it by faith. You must 
believe in the death, burial and bodily resurrection of Jesus. My prayer for you is 
God will show you  how you look to Him, a horrible sinner who needs a Savior.  


