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GENESIS 49   Jacob blesses his sons   KJV 

1 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I 
may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days. 

2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto 
Israel your father. 

Jacob will speak for God and tell his sons what will happen over a long period of time. Some of 
the prophesies will not be fulfilled for hundreds and thousands of years. Some have not been 
fulfilled as of today and are still future.  

Jacob has just finished blessing Joseph and his two sons. Joseph has received the blessing of the 
first born, a double portion, through Ephraim and Manasseh. The sons of Joseph have received 
equal status as the other eleven sons of Jacob. The other sons of Jacob would be standing near, 
to witness the blessings given to Joseph’s sons. Jacob now tells the remainder of his sons to 
gather close to him, to receive their blessing. Jacob is not just speaking as a father, he his 
prophesying about the future of a people, who will be known as Israel, a people of God.  

3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, 
the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: 

Ruben is the first born. Until Reuben was born, Jacob had never been a father. Now he had his 
first son and he had high hopes for the boy. Through Reuben he had hopes of strength, dignity 
and power, but it didn’t hold to be true. Jacob starts out speaking kind words, but they will not 
remain kind.  

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy 
father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch. 

Ruben lost the position of the first-born blessing, when he had sex with one of Jacob’s wives, the 
servant girl of Rachel. This was an unforgivable act.  

5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 

Simeon and Levi also did not receive the blessing of the first-born, because of their cruelty. 
When the man Shechem violated their sister they took revenge. God doesn’t want His people to 
take revenge. The Bible says, vengeance is mine says the Lord. Shechem was wrong to violate 
their sister, but after he did, he wanted to do the right thing. He fell in love with the girl. He 
wanted to marry her and would do or give whatever was asked, by her family, to earn her for his 
wife. The family, including Simeon and Levi agreed to certain terms. They agreed to the bride 
price and Shechem agreed to follow in their customs of worshipping their God. Shechem and all 
the men of his hometown agreed to be circumcised. Jacob really didn’t step up, as the patriarch. 
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He left it up to the brothers to accept or reject the terms. All the brothers agreed to the terms, 
including Simeon and Levi, but in their heart’s, there was a plan for revenge.  

6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, 
be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they 
digged down a wall. 

After all the men of the town were circumcised, they spent three days healing. While they were 
weak and helpless, Simeon and Levi fell on them, with bow and sword and murdered all the men 
of the town. Simeon and Levi brought shame and fear of reprisal to the family of Jacob. Jacob 
could have built a wall of safety, by becoming part of the family with Shechem.  

7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will 
divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. 

Jacob curses their anger. Simeon never really occupied a special land for his own. The tribe of 
Simeon occupied a land which was within the land pledged to Judah. Levi, later became the tribe 
of priest and did not receive any promised land. They were divided up between the other tribes 
of Israel.  

8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the 
neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. 

Isaac and Jacob were given the full promises God gave to Abraham. Ishmael and Esau received a 
blessing, but not the full Abrahamic promises God gave to Isaac and Jacob. All the sons of Jacob 
were united and called Israel. The promises given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were spread 
through all the sons of Jacob. Joseph received the blessing of the firstborn; all but Levi received 
the promise of inheritance of the land and to grow in great numbers, that could not be counted. 
Judah would receive God’s promise of the land; to grow to a multitude of people and to bless 
the world. Judah will have a descendant that all the descendants of Israel will bow down before.  

9 Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped 
down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 

A lion’s whelp is a lion cub. It’s a picture of Judah’s strength of a lion cub that grows to be 
comfortable as an adult lion, the king that no one will rouse up.   

10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 

The scepter is the sign of a king. The King of kings, the lawgiver, the judge of the world and all 
beyond the world will come from Judah. Many great kings came from Judah. One of the greatest 
and most blessed was David, son of Jesse. He was a king that God loved. God greatly blessed 
David and promised that his throne would stand forever. All the good kings of Israel came 
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through David. Until Shiloh come, is looking forward to the Messiah. Shiloh can be a city or a 
man. As a city, Shiloh was the city where the Tabernacle of God was located.  

Joshua 18: 1 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, 
and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them.  

Exodus 25: 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my 
offering. 3 And this is the offering which ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass, 4 And 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, 5 And rams' skins dyed red, and 
badgers' skins, and shittim wood, 6 Oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet 
incense, 7 Onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate. 8And let them 
make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 9 According to all that I shew thee, after 
the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye 
make it. 

Hebrews 8: 1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high 
priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 2 A minister of 
the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 3 For every high 
priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have 
somewhat also to offer. 4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there 
are priests that offer gifts according to the law: 5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: 
for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the 
mount. 6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the 
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 

The tabernacle of the LORD, which held the Ark if the covenant and the mercy seat, remained at 
Shiloh, until King David had prepared to have a permanent Temple, which was built by his son 
Solomon. The text shows the tabernacle, built and serviced by man, was not the true tabernacle. 
It was an exact copy of the true tabernacle, which is in heaven. The tabernacle of men was 
dedicated with the shed blood of animals. The true tabernacle in heaven was perfect. The 
tabernacle of men was a place where men ordained as priest could yearly offer sacrifices which 
were a picture of the true. The LORD Jesus entered into the Holy of Holies of the true tabernacle 
and offered His shed blood once and redeemed man forever from the death caused by sin. With 
His one offering the payment for sin was made and He sat at the right hand of the Father. Now 
a priest in the tabernacle never sat down, because his work was never finished. Jesus offered His 
blood as a sacrifice and sat down, because His work of redemption was finished.  

At the time of Jacob’s blessing, these things were all future. Jacob not only believed these things 
would be fulfilled, he passed down the blessing that would come through his son Judah and 
would one day redeem all of Israel.  
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11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he 
washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 

A foal is a donkey. Donkeys were more prominent back then than they are today. Kings and 
dignitaries rode on donkeys. If a king or dignitary rode on a horse, it was a sign of war. Jesus on 
rode a donkey into Jerusalem, the week prior to the crucifixion. The people wanted to anoint 
him king, but it was not His time. He came the first time as a savior. The language here even 
points to the crucifixion of washing his garments in wine and his clothes in the blood of grapes. 
He was sacrificed and shed his blood for the sins of the world.  

12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk. 

Jesus is going to return as the King of kings and will judge the world. He will return and his eyes 
shall be red with wine, a sign of judgement, and his teeth white with milk, he will be the judge. 
Everything he speaks will be truth and final judgement. This is part of the book of the Revelation 
of Christ.  

Now we turn to the remaining brothers of Judah.  

13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of 
ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon. 

Jacob continues with the other sons. He prophesies Zebulun will dwell with the sea. 

14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: 

15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed 
his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute. 

Jacob predicts a future where Issachar is strong as an ass, but lazy. Rather than take care of his 
burdens, he couches down between his burdens, where he can rest and not be seen. He became 
so comforted with napping that he was no longer in control and became a servant to others. 
Not a person of leadership. There is not a lot said about the tribe of Issachar in future of Israel.  

16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 

There’s not a lot of information about the tribe of Dan. The only person I can think of was one 
judge named Sampson. He was a man that God used but was not a person the tribe of Dan 
could point to for leadership.  

17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse 
heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. 
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Rather than being a great warrior of Israel, Dan was more of what might be seen as a sneaky 
warrior. Instead of hitting the enemy head on, with strength he would come from hiding and 
strike at the horse’s heels and cause the rider to be injured from falling off the horse.  

18 I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD. 

Jacob speaks he has waited for the salvation of the Lord.  This doesn’t seem to be attached to 
either Dan or Gad. 

19 Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last. 

Gad is also not seen as a great warrior family at the time of conquering the land. The land of 
Gad, wasn’t even in the promised land west of the Jordan river. Gad, Ruben and half the tribe of 
Manasseh, were given land on the East of the Jordan, before the other tribes had conquered the 
land west of the Jordan river. The tribe of Gad never removed all their enemies, from their land.   

20 Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties. 

Asher’s land will be a rich and fertile land near the sea, according to the book of Joshua. The 
tribe of Asher will be blessed with food. 

21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words. 

The hind is a female deer. Naphtali would be free, as a deeer, to move through their land. They 
would be a people of good words, possibly poetic.  

22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches 
run over the wall: 

Joseph is not so much speaking of future but is speaking of as things have been. During a time of 
famine, he was not only blessed, but so fruitful that his branches ran over the wall and fed the 
known world. He was so fruitful, because he was planted by a great well, the well was his faith 
in the Lord. 

23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: 

He was almost killed and was sold into slavery by his own older brothers. He was charged with a 
crime of rape, which he did not commit. He was thrown into prison, for something he didn’t do. 

24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong 
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the 
stone of Israel:) 

Joseph was always a picture of the suffering Messiah. He was punished for things he didn’t do. 
He didn’t seek vengeance on his brother but blessed them. He was the stone that held their 
place in the choicest land of Egypt, Goshen. 
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25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who 
shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth 
under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: 

God not only blessed the world through him by saving them from starving, the Lord also blessed 
Joseph in the land. He was brought to a position of power and became a blessing to others, 
which included his own family. He was blessed with children and a wife, while in the land of his 
captivity.  

26 The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my 
progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the 
head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his 
brethren. 

The blessings of Joseph’s father Jacob have prevailed above the blessings of Joseph’s ancestors 
(progenitors).  

Even though he suffered he was strengthened by the Lord. His hands were made strong and he 
was the shepherd that saved the world. He was the stone, the steadfast anchor that saved the 
people of Israel. He was given the blessing of the firstborn from his father Jacob. He was 
considered a hero, by all the Egyptians and even the people beyond Egypt. They all would have 
starved if it had not been for Joseph.  

27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and 
at night he shall divide the spoil. 

Benjamin’s people became a fighting army, when taking possession of the land of Canaan.  

28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake 
unto them, and blessed them; every one according to his blessing he blessed 
them. 

29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my 
people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, 30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, 
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the 
Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace. 31 There they buried Abraham and 
Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried 
Leah. 32 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the 
children of Heth. 33 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, 
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he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was 
gathered unto his people. 

Jacob knew this world was not his home. He looked for a home God had promised. He knew 
there would one day be a new Earth and that his descendants would receive the land God had 
promised to Abraham. Jacob, even though he is on his deathbed, knows the promises of God go 
beyond the grave. Jacob wants to be buried in the land of covenant. When he is resurrected into 
the promised land he wants to wake up in the land of promise and wants to be buried there. His 
sons believe his faith, because they can see his faith in action. He had a strong love for his wife 
Rachel, but he grew old with his wife Leah. She was the wife of his youth and the wife of his 
comfort in his old age. When he is resurrected in the promised land, Leah will be at his side 
along with his father and mother and grand-paw Abraham and grandmother Sarah. It will be a 
glorious day. 

Most people fear death, but not Jacob. Jacob was blessed to speak to his sons, then lay down 
and die a blessed man.  

 


