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GENESIS 48  The sons of Joseph are blessed  KJV 

1 And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father 
is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.  

Jacob and his family have settled in Egypt, in the land of Goshen. They are growing as a family 
and seventeen years have passed. Jacob is one hundred and forty-seven years old. Joseph didn’t 
get to visit much, because he is still overseeing the affairs of state. He is being sure everyone not 
only pays their taxes, but unlike today’s tax collectors, he is also being sure everyone is not just 
surviving but thriving in Egypt. He has a genuine care for the people. That’s why the Egyptians 
love him so much. They really believe he saved their lives, during the drought and now Egypt is 
prospering under his leadership.  

One day someone comes to Joseph and tells him his father Jacob is ill, that is usually a bad thing 
when you’re one hundred and forty-seven years old. Joseph gathers his two sons and travels to 
the land of Goshen, to see his father.  

2 And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and 
Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. 

Someone sees Joseph and his sons entering the land of Goshen, they’ve come to see Jacob. Israel 
doesn’t want to be laying on his death bed and sets up on the bed to greet Joseph.  

3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the 
land of Canaan, and blessed me, 4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and 
will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession.  

Jacob is about to pass on God’s blessing to Joseph through Joseph’s sons. He goes back to a 
time, when God blessed Jacob. He tells Joseph the story of how God met with him at Luz and 
blessed him. Why did Jacob call the place Luz and not Bethel? Because on Egyptian maps it was 
shown as Luz, but Israel and all that came behind him would know it as Bethel. 

Genesis 28: 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 
reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 

13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: “I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 14 Also your 
descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, 
to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” 
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16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know 
it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” 

18 Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it 
up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place Bethel; but the 
name of that city had been Luz previously.  

5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in 
the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and 
Simeon, they shall be mine. 6 And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, 
shall be thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren in their 
inheritance.  

Jacob now claims Joseph’s two sons as his own and gives them each a portion of God’s blessing 
to them. In doing so, Jacob is giving Joseph a double portion of inheritance, which is normally 
given to the first-born son. Jacob claims the two boys by adoption as his. He tells Joseph any 
other sons born to him will be his, but these two boys will be numbered with Jacob’s other 
eleven sons.  

Ruben was the oldest, the true first-born son. Ruben had defiled himself with Rachels handmade 
and lost the blessing of the first-born. It might have passed on to Simeon or Levi, but they had 
murdered all the men of Shechem, for defiling their sister Dinah. (see Genesis chapter 34). This 
would leave the birthright to Judah, but Jacob was giving it to Joseph, the first-born of his true 
wife, Rachel. 

7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of 
Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: 
and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem. 

Jacob considered Rachel, Joseph’s mother, as his only true wife. She was the only woman he had 
ever truly loved. He had been tricked into marrying Leah. The other two women, in his life, were 
the servant girls given to Leah and Rachel, by their father.  

8 And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these?  

It had been some time since Joseph and his sons had traveled to Goshen and visited Jacob. Jacob 
was saying, who are these two young men? Are they the ones he had bounced on his knee 
seventeen years earlier? Now they are young men, tall and strong. Joseph confirms, they are the 
same boys, only older.  

Jacob arrived in Egypt, two years after the famine started. According to Genesis 41:50 And to 
Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, whom Asenath, the daughter of 
Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. Joseph’s two sons were born, before the famine started. 
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They would have been somewhere at least nineteen and twenty-one years old, when Jacob was 
one hundred and forty-seven. 

9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me 
in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless 
them.  

Jacob tells Joseph to bring the boys to him, so he can bless them. 

10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he 
brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. 11 And 
Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath 
shewed me also thy seed. 12 And Joseph brought them out from between his 
knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth.  

Jacob (Israel) is old and his eye are not good, just as his father Isaac’s eye were. Jacob had used 
that weakness to steal his brother Esau’s blessing. Jacob had believed his son Joseph had been 
killed, by a wild animal, at the age of seventeen. Jacob never dreamed he would see Joseph 
again and now he greets Joseph and Joseph’s sons. The Kind James says Joseph brought his two 
sons from between his knees. The New King James says Genesis 48:12 So Joseph brought them 
from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth.  The NIV says, Genesis 
48:12 Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s knees and bowed down with his face to the 
ground.  I believe this simple verse is saying Joseph had kneeled before his father Jacob and 
brought forward his sons, who were beside his knees and moved them toward Jacob, to be 
blessed. Joseph then bowed down, before his father. This was a great sign of respect, the 
governor of the land bowing before Jacob.  

13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left 
hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought 
them near unto him. 14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon 
Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, 
guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn. 

The blessing to the firstborn was a custom practiced throughout the civilized world and not just 
a local custom and not limited to Mosaic law, which would come later. Joseph wanted Jacob’s 
right hand to be upon the head of Manasseh, Joseph’s first-born. Jacob fully intended to give the 
greater blessing to the younger brother, Ephraim. Jacob crossed his hands and blessed the 
younger Ephraim with his right hand.  

15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day, 
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16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name 
be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let 
them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 

I believe verse 16 is the focus of the chapter. Jacob is sharing with Joseph and his two sons, the 
gospel that he knew. The Angel that redeemed him from evil and blessed him, was the Angel of 
the Lord. This was how the Messiah, Jesus Christ was known to the patriarchs and the nation of 
Israel. Only Jesus could redeem anyone from evil, only Jesus could bless with the authority of the 
Father. No created angel could to these things. How was Jacob redeemed from evil? By faith in 
the Lord. First Jacob had to acknowledge he was evil and needed to be redeemed. We don’t 
have specifics on the system used for offering sacrifices, prior to the Mosaic law. We do know 
from Adam up to Moses, blood sacrifices were offered on an alter to God the Father. We know 
that some of the sacrifices involved offering a lamb, a ram or a goat. Under the law, there were 
many others from a dove to a cow. 

Jacob (Israel) had finally started to walk by faith. When he looked back on his life, he could see 
how God had walked with him and cared for him all his life. Just because you don’t feel God in 
your life, doesn’t mean He isn’t there.  

Jacob is giving the blessing God gave to Abraham to Joseph and his sons. In fact all the sons of 
Jacob (Israel) will receive some portion of the blessing given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Only 
in Jacob, did the blessing come down to all his sons. Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac, 
but only Isaac received the promise. Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob, but only Jacob received 
the promise. All the sons of Jacob (Israel) will receive a portion of the promise. 

17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of 
Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from 
Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. 18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not 
so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head. 19 And 
his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a 
people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater 
than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. 

Joseph thought his father had made a mistake and placed his right hand on the wrong sons. 
Jacob let him know  there was no error.  

20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God 
make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 

God does not respect man’s law. According to man’s law, the older was to be blessed over the 
younger. God will bless whom He want’s to bless. 
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21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and 
bring you again unto the land of your fathers. 22 Moreover I have given to thee 
one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite 
with my sword and with my bow. 

Jacob wants Joseph to know even he one day will enter the land. We know from scripture that 
Joseph bones were taken to the promised land and buried, but that is not what Jacob is talking 
about. Jacob is talking about the promised Millennial kingdom of God. All who are true Israel 
will be resurrected in a new body and live in the Kingdom of God forever.  

The extra parcel of land, from the Amorite is believed to be the land of Shechem. This was the 
town where Simeon and Levi, put everyman to the sword and murdered them to avenge their 
sister Dianna who was raped. Jacob did not approve of their action, but it was done by his sons 
and he was responsible, because he didn’t prevent it. This extra parcel of land is being given to 
Joseph.  

   

 


