
 

1 
 

Genesis 46   Jacob goes to Joseph   KJV 

1 And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and 
offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac.  

The first thing to notice is Jacob is called by the name Israel. Beersheba was known as place of 
seven. This is where Abraham and king Abimelek sacrificed seven ewe lambs to make an oath of 
peace. Abraham was able to keep the well located there and it was known as the well of oath. 
Later Isaac and Jacob came to the spot to sacrifice and worship God. Israel doesn’t say the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jacob doesn’t seem to believe he is worthy, based upon his past. 
Today among the Jews, they always claim the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. To attempt to 
come into the presence of God, Jacob builds an alter and offers a blood sacrifice. There was no 
Mosaic law, during the lifetime of Jacob. Even without the law, God has made known to man 
that there must be a shedding of blood. This appears to be a picture pointing to the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ, which would come many years in the future. Jacob’s grandfather Abraham was 
told to offer Jacob’s father Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham loved Isaac and placed him on the alter, 
to offer him to God. The Angel of the Lord halted Abraham’s hand and provided Abraham a 
substitute sacrifice and saved the son of Abraham. God was pointing the way to the cross of 
Calvary; the event all mankind’s hope of redemption is based on.  

Even during the time of the law of Moses, no man was ever justified by keeping the law. The law 
was given to show man how he could come to God, without a Savior. The law was to show man 
he couldn’t live up to the standard of God and needed a way of redemption. Jacob took and 
animal and killed it, to show he could only approach God, when God saw the blood.   

2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. 
And he said, Here am I. 3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not 
to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: 4 I will go 
down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and 
Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. 

God spoke to Israel in visions of the night. The word visions is plural. God calls him by his name, 
Jacob. When you pray to God, He knows your name. God called him twice and Jacob responds. 
God says, I am God (el) which is plural, God is Father, Son & Spirit. This is followed by God 
(eloheem) of thy father. God tells Jacob not to fear going into Egypt. God had warned Jacob’s 
father Isaac not to go to Egypt, during a bad drought. God lets Jacob know it is alright, to go to 
Egypt, but God will go with him and will bring him back again. This is not the first time God has 
told Jacob, He would go with him to another land. When Jacob sinned against Esau, he fled for 
his life with only the clothes he was wearing and went to the land of his mother Rebeka. God 
had promised Jacob he would be with him and bless him. When Jacob left the land, to return to 
Canaan, the land of his father, he brought God’s blessings with him. He returned with four 
women, eleven sons and a large amount of livestock. God was now telling Jacob again, He 
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would be with Jacob and bless him. God even affirms, Joseph will be there. Joseph, the son he 
had mourned for many years, would be the son to tenderly close his eye at the time of death.  

5 And Jacob rose up from Beersheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their 
father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had 
sent to carry him. 6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had 
gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with 
him: 7 His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' 
daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt. 

8 And these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt, 
Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob's firstborn. 9 And the sons of Reuben; 
Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi. 10 And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, 
and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish 
woman. 11 And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12 And the sons 
of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zerah: but Er and Onan 
died in the land of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul. 13 
And the sons of Issachar; Tola, and Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron. 14 And the 
sons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel. 15 These be the sons of Leah, 
which she bare unto Jacob in Padanaram, with his daughter Dinah: all the souls 
of his sons and his daughters were thirty and three. 16 And the sons of Gad; 
Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. 17 And the sons 
of Asher; Jimnah, and Ishuah, and Isui, and Beriah, and Serah their sister: and 
the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel. 18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom 
Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen 
souls. 19 The sons of Rachel Jacob's wife; Joseph, and Benjamin. 20 And unto 
Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, which Asenath 
the daughter of Potipherah priest of On bare unto him. 21 And the sons of 
Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and 
Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 

Young Benjamin couldn’t be taken away from his father, but Benjamin wasn’t a child. He had 
ten sons of his own, when they entered Egypt. He was anywhere from 27 to 32 years old.  

22 These are the sons of Rachel, which were born to Jacob: all the souls were 
fourteen.  

Rachel had fourteen descendants enter Egypt.  
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23 And the sons of Dan; Hushim. 24 And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, 
and Jezer, and Shillem. 25 These are the sons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto 
Rachel his daughter, and she bare these unto Jacob: all the souls were seven. 26 
All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, 
besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six; 27 And the 
sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of 
the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. 

A total of seventy persons from Israel were in Egypt. Over the next four hundred years they 
would turn into millions.  

28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; 
and they came into the land of Goshen.  

Judah is again trusted by Jacob to prepare the way. This would normally be the job of the first 
born son, but Ruben had fallen in the sight of Jacob. 

29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to 
Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on 
his neck a good while.  

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, 
because thou art yet alive.  

Joseph, the second in power only behind Pharaoh, would normally have a servant to ready his 
chariot. This would involve hooking up a team of horses and harnesses. This was a family trip 
and he didn’t want his servants involved. He was going to meet his father after twenty years. It 
was a very emotional meeting.  

31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, 
and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, 
which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me; 32 And the men are 
shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 33 And it shall come to pass, 
when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occupation? 34 That ye 
shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until 
now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for 
every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had always lived apart from the world. Egypt was a land of many 
people who worshipped many gods. God had prepared a place in Egypt where Israel could live 
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and grow yet be set apart from the sin of the local people. The land of Goshen is located at the 
norther point of the Nile river. It is on the eastern side of Egypt, nearest to Canaan. The land of 
Goshen is a place where a small group of Hebrew people, will one day grow into the nation of 
Israel. They will later be known as the Jews.  

The Egyptian people were farmers, they grew all kinds of food. They didn’t care for shepherds. 
The sons of Jacob raised cattle, donkeys, goats and sheep. The Egyptians detested the livestock, 
because they ate from the land and you could not grow crops in pastureland. The cattle and 
goats were bad enough, but sheep would eat any crops down to the dirt. Shepherds were 
wonderers, they weren’t tied to the land like farmers were.  

Joseph knows Pharaoh so well, he can predict the conversation and questions Pharaoh will ask 
of his family. He prepares them to speak the truth and not be ashamed of the trade God had 
given them.  

 

Chapter 47:1-12 

1 Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my brethren, 
and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are come out of the 
land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen.  

Joseph respectfully informs Pharaoh; his family is settled in Goshen. Not only is the family 
settled, but they have brought the means of their livelihood. They did not come to Egypt to 
become still and lazy to depend on Egypt to take care of them. They came with the means to 
work and feed themselves, without being a burden for the Egyptians. They did lack certain 
necessities of food staples (grain), but so did the rest of the world around Egypt.  

Have you ever thought about the greatness of God? Who do you think brought the famine? God 
did. Why did He bring the famine? To place Jacob and his family in the land of Goshen to 
prepare them to grow into the nation of Israel. Even Pharaoh, who thought of himself as ruler of 
the world, was only a small pawn in God’s plan.  

2 And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and presented them unto 
Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And 
they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and also our 
fathers. 4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we 
come; for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in 
the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the 
land of Goshen.  
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Joseph picks only five brothers to meet with Pharaoh. These are well versed on how to answer 
Pharaoh. They inform Pharaoh, they are shepherds and have brought their livestock to sustain 
and nourish them, they only need land for pasture and ask for permission to settle in the land of 
Goshen. 

5 And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come 
unto thee: 6 The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy 
father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou 
knowest any men of activity among them, then make them rulers over my 
cattle. 

Pharaoh likes and respects Joseph and gives the land of Goshen to dwell in. Joseph was the 
greatest planner and administrator; he had ever known. Pharaoh ask Joseph if any of his 
brothers are as skilled and wise as he is? If they are, make them rulers over his own livestock. 

7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou? 

Notice, Pharaoh is the most powerful man in the land, yet Jacob blesses Pharaoh. 

The people of Egypt didn’t live as long as the shepherds of Canaan. Pharaoh had probably never 
seen a man as old as Jacob. 

 9And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an 
hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life 
been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers 
in the days of their pilgrimage.  

Jacob informs Pharaoh he is one hundred and thirty years of age. Jacob considers it to be but a 
moment of time and he is young compared to the years of his fathers. Abraham lived a hundred 
and seventy years and Isaac five more years than that. He knew that compared to eternity, our 
time on this earth are few. This world is not our home, we are just passing through. 

10  And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 11 And 
Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the 
land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had 
commanded. 12 And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his 
father's household, with bread, according to their families. 

Jacob blesses Pharaoh. It would be very unusual for anyone to bestow a blessing or have the 
authority to bestow a blessing on the perceived most powerful man in the land. Jacob, the 
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patriarch and representative of the one and only true God, the creator of the universe, gives a 
blessing to Pharaoh. 

Joseph placed his father and his family in the safety of Goshen. There they will receive the 
blessing of bread through Joseph. They will also be set apart and separate from the evil of 
Egypt. They will have the protection of God as their people grow into a great nation. 

As Christians we are told to go into the world and preach the gospel, but not to be part of this 
evil world. The family of Jacob have entered Egypt to live in a part of it, yet to remain separate. 
This is one of the many reasons they are shepherds, to help them stay apart from the evil world 
around them.  

 


