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GENESIS 45  Joseph is Alive    KJV 

In the last lesson we saw the family of Jacob had run out of food. Jacob told his sons to go back 
to Egypt and get more food. Judah explained to his father Jacob; they could not return to get 
food unless their youngest brother Benjamin was with them. Jacob was finally convinced and 
allowed Benjamin to go with them. Judah made himself a surety and guaranty for Benjamin.  

The brothers go to Egypt and are received and led to the house of the governor, Joseph. At first, 
they suspect they might be charged with stealing the food, from the last trip. The governor was 
so glad to see they had brought their younger brother, he held a feast for them. They left and 
went toward their home. Joseph had his servant place his silver cup in the bag of Benjamin. The 
servant took a group of men with him and went after the Hebrew brothers. The servant caught 
up with them and charged them with stealing his master’s silver cup. They were so sure they 
had not taken the cup, they said if the cup is found in possession of any of them, that person 
should die. The brother’s bags were searched, and the cup was found in the bag belonging to 
Benjamin. They knew they were being punished by God. They even knew why they were being 
punished.  

Benjamin was arrested and taken back to Egypt. The rest of the brothers were free to go home. 
Joseph wanted to see if they would abandon their brother Benjamin. Not one turned back, all 
went with Benjamin to Egypt. All were willing to suffer for Benjamin. The brothers stood, guilty 
before the governor. Judah stood before the governor and pleaded for Benjamin. Judah offered 
his life in place of Benjamins. Now they stood before the governor of all the land, not knowing 
what their fate would be.  

GENESIS 45 Jacob meets Joseph 

1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and 
he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with 
him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.  

Joseph sends all the Egyptian servants out of the room. He wishes this to be a private moment.   

2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3 And 
Joseph said unto his brethren, I [am] Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his 
brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. 

His brothers were so surprised, none of them could speak. All this time they were concerned God 
was punishing them for selling their brother Joseph into slavery. They didn’t know if Joseph had 
died or was still a slave somewhere in Egypt. I’m sure they had asked God to forgive them, by 
this time.  They accepted the events, which had occurred to them as judgements from God. They 
even believed they deserved to be chastised by God.  
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I once heard a preacher talking about a woman, who kept asking God to forgive her. She told 
the preacher she had done something dreadful, in her youth. She told him if her family ever 
found out about it, they would dis-own her.  She had asked God to forgive her many times, but 
she still felt the guilt. She wondered what it would take for God to forgive her. The preacher 
asked her if she truly asked God to forgiver here sin and had she turned away from that sin. She 
told him she was so ashamed, after she had sinned, she had never done it again and why 
wouldn’t God forgive her. The told her God had forgiven her the first time she repented and 
asked for forgiveness. After that, when she asked God to forgive her of the same sin, He didn’t 
know what she was talking about. He said her problem was that she had never accepted God’s 
forgiveness and forgiven herself. The preacher then took her through some scriptures and 
showed her God’s forgiveness.  

Psalms 103: 8 The LORD [is] merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep [his anger] for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, [so] great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, [so] far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 

At this moment the brothers of Joseph realized he is not dead but is the second most powerful 
man in Egypt. They knew he had the power to turn them all into slaves and had the right to do 
it. They knew they deserved it, but Joseph showed them the GRACE of God. 

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they 
came near. And he said, I [am] Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.  

These were truly frightful word, when they first heard them. 

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.  

Joseph spoke comfort to them. They knew they deserved judgement, but Joseph only showed 
them forgiveness. When Joseph saw how they loved his brother Benjamin and did not want to 
do anything to further harm their father Jacob, Joseph knew they had repented of what they 
had done to him. It’s not a matter of just asking for forgiveness, but of showing repentance in 
your life and daily walk. Joseph show them everything that occurred, was part of God’s plan. 

6 For these two years [hath] the famine [been] in the land: and yet [there are] 
five years, in the which [there shall] neither [be] earing nor harvest.  

In King James language, earing is the Hebrew word “charish” (khaw-resh), which means 
plowing. 
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7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to 
save your lives by a great deliverance.  

God’s purpose was to save the family of Jacob. Jacob’s family were important, because they 
were part of the promise made to Abraham by God. In the process of saving the family of Jacob, 
God saved millions in the land, just to fulfill His promise to Abraham and the promise God made 
to Jacob.  

Many times I wonder why the United States is still under God’s blessing. God rains down 
blessings on His people and the rest of the country benefits from these blessings. The U.S. is no 
longer a godly nation, but at least there are still godly people in it. In the last few years, ungodly 
people are gaining ground. No longer is marriage between a man and a woman; some states 
have voted it legal to murder babies up to the time of birth and science, which is ever changing, 
is becoming the new official religion of the educated. It’s a matter of time, before God’s 
judgement falls on the U.S. 

8 So now [it was] not you [that] sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me 
a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land 
of Egypt. 

The famine had been for two years. Joseph had been in Egypt for twenty-two years. God had 
sent Joseph to Egypt at exactly the right time; put Joseph through exactly the right testing; 
through exactly the right training and met exactly the right people to prepare Joseph for this 
time. Joseph had endured many trials to be able to preserve the people, of the land. Joseph had 
been sent to be a father of Pharaoh. What is a father? He is a man who is head of the house and 
does things and makes decisions to protect his family. Joseph is not only protector of Pharaoh 
and Egypt, but of the descendants of Jacob and also of all the lands around Egypt.   

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, 
God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:  

Go to my father and give him the good news. Tell him to come to me. 

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, 
thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, 
and all that thou hast: 11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet [there are] five 
years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to 
poverty. 12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, 
that [it is] my mouth that speaketh unto you.  
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Tell his father I have prepared a place for you, in the fine land of Goshen, so you can be near. 
Bring everything you have including your livestock and your family. Things are going to be 
tough, there are five more years of famine.  

Jesus once said, Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions: if [it were] not [so], I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, [there] ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye 
know. John 4:1-4 

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have 
seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. 14 And he fell upon 
his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 
Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his 
brethren talked with him. 

Here we see a beautiful family reunion. He had told them to leave and make haste, but first they 
wanted to talk and visit with their brother Joseph. I know one of their first questions. How did 
you get from a slave to the position of governor of Egypt? Joseph told them a story of a faithful 
God. 

16 And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's 
brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. 17 And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, 
and go, get you unto the land of Canaan; 18 And take your father and your 
households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of 
Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. 19 Now thou art commanded, this do 
ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your 
wives, and bring your father, and come. 20 Also regard not your stuff; for the 
good of all the land of Egypt [is] yours. 

Pharaoh truly cared about Joseph. He was glad to hear about Joseph’s family. Pharaoh verified 
they would be taken care of and given the best land. He encourages the family to take whatever 
they needed to bring the rest of the family home. He even told them to take wagon and oxen, 
probably enough to make the move in one trip.   

21 And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to 
the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way. 22 To all 
of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred [pieces] of silver, and five changes of raiment.  
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Joseph makes sure they have everything they need and more. He gives greater gifts to his 
brother Benjamin. There is no more strife or jealousy from the brothers. They are glad to see 
Benjamin treated well. This is repentance, that can be seen.   

23 And to his father he sent after this [manner]; ten asses laden with the good 
things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his 
father by the way. 

Joseph knows it will be difficult to convince his father, he is alive. He sends gifts to him that the 
brothers could not have provided.  

24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See 
that ye fall not out by the way. 

Joseph told his brother, don’t have a falling out (argument) on the way home. They were 
heading home to tell their father Joseph was alive. Jacob believed Joseph was dead, because the 
brothers had led him to believe Joseph was dead, when they knew he was alive. Joseph had 
forgiven them and wanted them to have forgiveness for each other. He knew they might start 
trying to place the blame on each other as they figured out how to tell their father Jacob. Joseph 
warned them not to do it. Just head home, tell Jacob,” Joseph is alive” and bring him to Egypt.  

25 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob 
their father, 26 And told him, saying, Joseph [is] yet alive, and he [is] governor 
over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not.  

Jacob thought, how could you be so cruel to make up such a story? Jacob had seen Joseph’s coat 
covered in blood he was dead. 

27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and 
when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob 
their father revived: 28 And Israel said, [It is] enough; Joseph my son [is] yet 
alive: I will go and see him before I die. 

Jacob does not believe them. They tell him how Joseph said to bring all their families, livestock 
and possessions to Egypt. They even tell Jacob of how Joseph and Pharaoh sent enough wagons 
and oxen to move them. These weren’t just any wagons they were Egyptian wagons. Jacob 
didn’t send any wagons. He looks and sees all the wagons and he believed; Joseph is alive. 

This must be how the women felt when they went to the tomb of Jesus and saw the stone rolled 
away and the tomb was empty. They thought someone had stolen the body. Even after the 
angel told them Jesus had arisen, they had a hard time accepting it, just like Jacob accepting 
Joseph being alive.  

A picture of the resurrection.  
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Jacob was in a land of God’s wrath, the famine. He knew his family  was dying and he didn’t 
have a way to save them or himself.  

God had made a way of Salvation, food in Egypt, provided by God through His servant, Joseph. 

The way of life was there for Jacob, but he had to believe.  

He was told Joseph, was alive. The faith of believing Joseph had risen from the grave and was 
alive, was needed. 

Jacob didn’t believe, at first, but then saw the evidence. The wagons from Egypt. 

Jacob believed Joseph was alive. Jacob acted on it and by faith got in the wagon to go to Egypt.  

Do you believe you are a sinner, in the land of the dying and need of a savior? 

Do you believe Jesus Christ died on the cross of Calvary to pay for your sin? 

Do you believe Jesus was buried, because he died, and you sin payment was made? 

Do you believe Jesus bodily rose from the grave, because the sin debt was paid in full and He is 
alive today?  


