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GENESIS 39 Joseph and Potiphar 

1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 
guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down 
thither.  

Joseph is sold to Potiphar. Who is Potiphar? He is an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard. 
The Hebrew word translated “captain of the guard”, literally means “chief of slaughterers”. 
Potiphar was a high-ranking officer, who only answered to Pharaoh. Potiphar was the chief over 
Pharaoh’s guards, which would include Pharaoh’s body guards and head of the guards over the 
prison system. He would be like the chief of the presidents or kings secret service. Not only was 
he responsible for the safety of the Pharaoh, he was probably the chief over the prison system in 
Egypt. The man in Egypt over the prison system would be involved in carrying out sentences, 
such as executions. He was not just an executioner, he was the chief over the executioners.   

 

2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of 
his master the Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that the LORD [was] with him, and that the 
LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and 
he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all [that] he had he put into his 
hand. 

The Lord (Jehovah) God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was with Joseph. The bible says Joseph 
was a prosperous man. The word prosperous is translated from a Hebrew word that means to 
rush in or to push forward. Think about that. Joseph had been betrayed by his own brothers. A 
short while ago he was living with his family, the favorite of his father. Joseph wore a coat of 
many colors, a sign of authority. Now, he was a slave, sold to nomads and now delivered to a 
foreign country, never to see his home again. What would you do in such a situation? Most 
would cry poor ole me and give up, not Joseph. Joseph looked at the new world that surrounded 
him and focused on what could he do to make things better. He was now the servant of a new 
master, what could he do to please this new master. As Joseph looked at the things around him 
God gave him wisdom to see problems. Joseph was a man who not only saw a problem but 
sought a solution. Once he had a solution he moved forward, he rushed in to correct the 
problem and it always made things better.  

After a time, Potiphar saw that everything Joseph did was always successful. Potiphar might 
have asked Joseph; how could he be so lucky? Joseph would let him know, it wasn’t luck, it was 
the God of Joseph, who was blessing Potiphar’s home. Joseph was a witness for God, as he 
worked for Potiphar as if he were working for the Lord. I believe, as time went on, that Potiphar 
asked Joseph about his God. Joseph would tell Potiphar stories of his grandfathers, Abraham 
and Isaac. Potiphar might have even been familiar with stories of a man named Abraham who 
had defeated the armies of five kings with only three hundred servants.  
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When Joseph started with Potiphar, he would have started with a simple duty, such as to clean 
his footwear. Joseph did such a good job, he would then be over his clothing. Now Potiphar was 
starting to be a much better dressed man. He might have asked Joseph, how he would handle a 
particular household problem. Joseph would tell him how he would handle the problem and 
Potiphar was very impressed. He would allow Joseph to handle the problem, which Joseph not 
only did, but did it better and faster than anyone before him. It wasn’t long Potiphar noticed 
Joseph was assisting the other household servants to do their work and it was done better and 
more efficiently. Even servants, who had been around a long time, respected and listened to 
Joseph.  

Over time Potiphar built up a trust for Joseph. He had never trusted a man like he now trusted 
Joseph. Joseph was given authority to oversee everything in the household of Potiphar.  

 

Colossians 3:22 Servants, obey in all things [your] masters according to the flesh; not with 
eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23 And whatsoever ye do, do 
[it] heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 

Ephisians 6: 5 Servants, be obedient to them that are [your] masters according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 6 Not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; 7 With good 
will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: 8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any 
man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether [he be] bond or free. 

This is one way a Christian can reach a lost person, by showing them a true Christian life. An 
employee should work for his employer like he is working directly for the Lord. Christians should 
be the most honest, hardest working employees in the business.  

5 And it came to pass from the time [that] he had made him overseer in his house, and over 
all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing 
of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. 6 And he left all that he 
had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat.  

Potiphar trusted Joseph. Joseph not only ran the household, but even had control over 
Potiphar’s money, possessions and property. Potiphar could concentrate on his duties to the 
Pharaoh and not worry about any problems at his home. Under Joseph’s control, Potiphar’s 
money, possessions and property grew. 

 

And Joseph was [a] goodly [person], and well favoured.  

The word translated goodly means of good form. It means Joseph was in good physical 
condition and was a handsome young man. We know he was seventeen when he got to Egypt.  
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He was thirty, when he stood before Pharaoh (Genesis 41:46). He spent about 2 years in prison.  

He was now in his late twenties. He was also favoured or looked up to by the other servants. 
They weren’t jealous, because their job was easier, and their master never gave them a hard 
time anymore. The master was always in a better mood, when he was home.  

Prior to Joseph, Potiphar would have a hard day at work then would come home and need to 
deal with problems at home. House servants would need to be careful, not to upset the master. 
Now there were no problems at home, everything was perfect at the house. He could come 
home and get away from the daily cares and was probably a much nicer person to be around. 
This was good for everyone in the household.  

 

 

7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and 
she said, Lie with me. 8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master 
wotteth not what [is] with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my 
hand; 9 [There is] none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from 
me but thee, because thou [art] his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?  

Joseph is put to the ultimate test. He is a healthy young man with healthy young man desires. 
Things were going so well until his master’s wife wanted him in her bed. Potiphar being in the 
important position, probably spent a lot of time away from home. He was probably not a young 
man but had a young wife. Her cheating ways were probably well known to the other servants. 
They had possibly seen young Egyptian men enter her home and all the servants would be sent 
out of the house.  

Joseph refused her many attempts. She explained to him that her husband was away and no 
one would ever know about it. Joseph tells her the trust her husband has for him. Joseph has full 
control over the house and properties of Potiphar. Joseph could eat what ever he wanted. If he 
wanted new clothing, or anything else, he could buy it and put it on the master’s account. He let 
her know Potiphar had given him access to everything he had, except his wife. Joseph tries to 
explain that they couldn’t get away with it because his God would know. Joseph knew the fear 
of the LORD.  

Christians today are forgetting about the fear of the LORD. We talk about a loving Jesus, but 
forget about a holy God. Jesus is God in the flesh, he is the same today as he was in times gone 
by. When a Christian sins against God there are consequences. Adultery and fornication are sins 
God hates. The only time a man and woman are to have sex is when they are married to each 
other. Our society today no longer looks upon marriage as a holy union. They don’t see anything 
wrong with casual sex. They’ve even changed the definition of marrriage, which used to be a 
union between one man and one woman. There is no fear in them of committing a grave sin 
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against God, because most churches aren’t teaching it. Today there is a high rate of sexually 
transmitted diseases. There is an epidemic of pornography, which is wrecking men’s natural 
desire for a woman and turning it into a cheap performance. Joseph would not lay with 
Potiphar’s wife, because he feared God and did not wish to offend God.  

 

10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to 
lie by her, [or] to be with her.  

This wasn’t a one-time event, then the temptation was gone. Joseph had to deal with this 
temptation day after day.  

11 And it came to pass about this time, that [Joseph] went into the house to do his business; 
and [there was] none of the men of the house there within.  

Potiphar’s wife had sent all the servants out of the house. She was determined she would have 
sex with him even if he didn’t want to. It would have been so easy to give in. 

12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled, and got him out. 13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his 
garment in her hand, and was fled forth, 14 That she called unto the men of her house, and 
spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in 
unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: 15 And it came to pass, when he heard 
that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him 
out. 16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 17 And she spake unto 
him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, 
came in unto me to mock me: 18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that 
he left his garment with me, and fled out. 

The word garment is listed in this short section six times. It appears to be a very important word. 
The word simply means apparel or clothing. Joseph, as head of the house and person who 
conducts business for his master, probably dressed differently than the other house servants. He 
was in a position of authority. He represented his master, no only in the home, but in the fields 
and in daily business. If he were here today, he would be the guy in the tailored business suite 
rather than in work clothing. Everyone in the household recognized, by sight, the garment the 
wife was holding belonged to Joseph.  

She tells her husband about how Joseph was going to rape her, but she cried out and he fled. 
The other servants, who happened to be outside at the time, heard the wife call out to them and 
entered the house and saw her holding Joseph’s garment. She talked about how Joseph laughed 
at her and disrespected her. This was told to the servants and to Potiphar.  

19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto 
him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.  
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When she first told Potiphar what happened he was angry. After a while I believe he calmed 
down. This was probably not the first time this happened. Potiphar also knew that Joseph was 
blessed by his God and as a result, Potiphar was greatly blessed. He knew Joseph had to be 
removed from his home, but he sure was going to miss Joseph. 

 

20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's 
prisoners [were] bound: and he was there in the prison.  

Normally if a slave were to attempt to rape the wife of a government official, he would have 
been put to death, on the spot. Potiphar didn’t want Joseph dead. He probably would have 
rather kept Joseph and got rid of the wife, but he was in a high position and had to do what 
looked to be proper for the incident. Since Potiphar was the chief commander over the guards of 
the palace, he was probably over the king’s prison. There weren’t many prisons in Egypt. Most 
criminals were put to death or worked to death. The king’s prison was for high level prisoners, it 
was not a dungeon.  

21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the 
prisoners that [were] in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer [of it]. 23 
The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing [that was] under his hand; because the 
LORD was with him, and [that] which he did, the LORD made [it] to prosper. 

Now in prison, Joseph is still blessed by God. I wouldn’t be surprised if Potiphar put in a good 
word to the prison keeper about how Joseph might be used. Joseph is soon running the prison. 
Not only did he do a good job, but the prison was run better than before. Even in the 
circumstance where Joseph was sent to prison for something he didn’t do, he still looked to the 
LORD. He continued to work for his master as if he were working directly for God. He did the 
best he could at everything he did. He lived a life as a witness for the Lord that could be seen by 
the prisoners and the keeper and guards of the prison.  

Matthew 5:11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 


