
GENESIS 37  Sin of the brothers 

1 And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of 
Canaan.  

Jacob now lives in the land of his father Isaac. Isaac was never a citizen of Canaan, 
he was an alien, to the land and the local government. Jacob only has two small 
parcels of land, that he owns. One is the field where the graves of the patriarch 
are buried. This was a parcel of land, that contained a cave, where Sarah was to 
be buried. The other is a small parcel of land, near Shechem, where Jacob wanted 
to live. After his daughter Dinah was raped, Jacob’s sons killed the men of the city 
and he could no longer live there. Jacob moved back to Hebron, the home of 
Abraham and settled there. He was able to live in peace, for two reasons. God has 
put a fear in the people around him (Genesis 35:5) and Jacob was still good for 
business of the local communities. God continued to greatly bless Jacob and the 
local communities, that worked with Jacob were also greatly blessed.  

2 These [are] the generations of Jacob.  

The way this sentence is written, I’m expecting a genealogy to follow. The 
generations of Jacob start now with Joseph and not Ruben (the first born). Jacob’s 
generations start not with Joseph and his sons, but with the history of the life of 
Joseph and how it affected everything that came from Jacob. Notice this is the last 
time, in this chapter, he is called Jacob. The bible starts to recognize him as Israel.  

Joseph, [being] seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; 
and the lad [was] with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his 
father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report.  

We don’t know how many years have gone by, most say about ten years since 
Jacob returned from the land of Laban. We do know that Joseph is a teenager of 
seventeen. Joseph was out with four of his half-brothers, the sons of his father’s 
concubines. It is not known what the boys were doing, but it is something that 
would have upset their father Israel. Joseph, even though he is a half-brother to 
the lads, is not accepted by them. He can’t go to his mother and complain, 
because Rachel has died. Joseph does have a younger brother, but he is probably 
very young, under ten, and not allowed to leave their home.  



3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he [was] the son 
of his old age: and he made him a coat of [many] colours.  

Here we see one of the problems of having multiple wives, there is a lot of jealousy 
among the children. Leah was the first wife and the mother of Israel’s first born. 
They felt they were better than all other of Israel’s children. Then Leah’s servant 
and Rachel’s servant were the mothers of four of Israel’s children. Then there was 
Joseph and Benjamin, the sons of Rachel. Rachel was Israel’s one true love. She 
was the last to bare children and they were the youngest. Rachel was the only 
woman Israel loved and wanted to marry. As far as he was concerned Joseph was 
his true firstborn, because he was the firstborn of the only woman he loved, and 
he was a child of Israel’s old age. When Israel’s sons murdered the men of 
Shechem, Joseph wasn’t involved, he was too young and was at home with Rachel. 
Ruben, Israel’s true firstborn had lost his birthright, when he committed adultery 
with one of his father’s wives (concubine). Leah’s next sons, Simeon and Levi, had 
murdered all the men of Shechem. All the other sons, except Joseph, were involved 
in looting the city of Shechem. Benjamin wasn’t born, at the time.  

Israel went out of his way to let everyone know Joseph was more loved and 
respected. Israel gave Joseph a coat of many colors. Now the true rendering of the 
Hebrew words translated coat of many colors is a tunic with sleeves that went 
down to the feet. What was special about Joseph’s coat is it was a coat for a 
person of authority. It was like wearing a suite when you are surrounded by 
people wearing work clothes. The coat was very special and none of the other 
brothers had ever received anything like it. When Joseph did go with his brothers, 
it wasn’t to work with them, it was to be sure they didn’t do something stupid.  
Israel didn’t trust them after the murders and looting in Shechem. Joseph was sent 
to check on them and to return and tell his father that they were watching the 
livestock and staying out of trouble.  

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

Joseph’s brothers hated him. The word for hate means to detest or consider him 
the enemy. It wasn’t just not liking him or being jealous of him, they truly hated 
him. They thought the world would be a better place without Joseph. When they 
spoke to Joseph, it was harsh and bitter. If Joseph ever got a kind word, from a 



brother, it was from his much younger brother Benjamin. Benjamin was also 
greatly loved, by his father, but didn’t spend much time away from the home tent 
or his father Israel.  

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told [it] his brethren: and they hated 
him yet the more. 6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I 
have dreamed: 7 For, behold, we [were] binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my 
sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round 
about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt 
thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And 
they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. 

Joseph received a dream from God.  Joseph told his ten brothers, they would 
gather sheaves (handful of stalks of grain). They would stand around and make 
obeisance to his sheaf. King James says obeisance, other translations say bow 
down. Jacob is saying he dreamed his brothers bowed down to him.  

The text doesn’t say God told Joseph to share the dream. When your seventeen, 
greatly loved by your father and been raised to be in authority, sometimes you 
don’t always use common sense. Then again, maybe this was part of God’s plan. 
The brothers could receive the dream in many ways. Since they had such a hate for 
him, they took it bad and hated him even more.  

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, 
I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me.  

The eleven stars can only mean his brothers, including Benjamin. It talks about the 
sun (Israel) and the moon, which would be the mother, would all bow down to 
him. Since Rachel is dead, the first wife of Israel, Leah, would be the mother. 
Rachel was Israel’s first love. Leah was Israel’s first wife and the mother of six sons 
and one daughter. Also, when Israel is later laid to rest with the patriarch 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecka, Israel was laid next to his wife Leah.  

10 And he told [it] to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, 
and said unto him, What [is] this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy 
mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the 
earth? 11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying. 



Even after rebuking Joseph, Israel observed the saying. The word for observed in 
KJV means to keep, to watch, to preserve. Israel wondered if this was a dream 
from God. God had come to him in dreams before.  

12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 

Israel had so many flocks, his sons and servants had to travel for miles to find 
enough grass to feed the sheep. Shechem is approximately 50 miles north of 
Hebron. 

13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed [the flock] in Shechem? 
come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here [am I]. 14 And 
he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and 
well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of 
Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

Israel sends Joseph out to locate his brothers. Joseph is to check on them and 
make sure everything is alright. Israel knows his sons tend to get into mischief. 
Israel wants Joseph to be sure all is well and to bring back word of what is going 
on. So now we have a seventeen-year-old boy leaving the valley of Hebron and 
walking fifty miles to find the family livestock and his brothers, near Shechem.  

15 And a certain man found him, and, behold, [he was] wandering in the field: 
and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? 16 And he said, I seek my 
brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed [their flocks]. 17 And the man 
said, They are departed hence; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And 
Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 

Joseph makes it to Shechem but can’t find the livestock. He wanders around 
looking for some large flocks but can’t find them. A man sees him wondering 
around and ask Joseph, what he was looking for. Joseph tells him he is looking for 
flocks of sheep. Not just a flock of sheep, but many flocks of sheep. The man tells 
him the men moved the flocks and said something about going to Dothan, which 
is about thirteen miles north of Shechem. Joseph heads to Dothan and that is 
where the flocks and brothers are located.  

 



18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they 
conspired against him to slay him.  

Joseph’s brothers hate him so much they want to kill him. They didn’t just talk 
about killing Joseph, they conspired and talked about how could they do it. They 
even had a plan on what they would tell their father, to cover up the murder. 

19 And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 20 Come now 
therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some 
evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams. 

It seems the dream was the last straw. How dare him think they would bow to 
him, as an authority. They would be sure that would never happen. He would be 
dead.  

21 And Reuben heard [it], and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let 
us not kill him. 22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, [but] cast him 
into this pit that [is] in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might 
rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.  

Ruben didn’t want to kill Joseph. He sought to save the lad and return him to their 
father. It is not known if Ruben was really concerned or if he was trying to redeem 
himself for laying with his father’s wife and loosing the blessing of the first son.  

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they 
stript Joseph out of his coat, [his] coat of [many] colours that [was] on him; 24 
And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit [was] empty, [there was] 
no water in it. 

The first thing the brothers did was strip Joseph of his sign of authority, they took 
the special coat. Next the threw him into a pit. The pit was a cistern. A cistern is a 
large hole designed to catch water, during the rain season and hold it through the 
dry season. They were usually very large and deep. They were dug in limestone 
and coated with plaster, to hold the water. Many times the walls might have a 
layer of algae, which would make it impossible to climb out of. A person, who fell 
into a cistern would probably die from drowning or hunger. This cistern was dry so 
the victim would slowly die from hunger. Ruben had left the group and would 
come back later and get Joseph out.  



25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, 
and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels 
bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry [it] down to Egypt. 26 And 
Judah said unto his brethren, What profit [is it] if we slay our brother, and 
conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not 
our hand be upon him; for he [is] our brother [and] our flesh. And his brethren 
were content. 28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew 
and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for 
twenty [pieces] of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

The brothers had such a hate for Joseph, that not only did they have any remorse 
for what they did, it didn’t even bother their appetite. They sat right down to have 
a meal. Not a care in the world. As they were eating, they looked up and saw an 
Ishmeelites caravan. Judah saw an alternative to killing their brother. They could 
sell him as a slave.  

The Ishmeelites were usually the ones who financed the trade goods of the 
caravan. The workers of the caravan were the Midianites. Both are identified here. 
Joseph was sold for twenty pieces of silver. In Egypt he would sell for much more.  

29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph [was] not in the pit; 
and he rent his clothes. 30 And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The 
child [is] not; and I, whither shall I go? 

Reuben returns to save Joseph, but he is no longer in the pit. Reuben rents his 
clothes in anguish and returns to his brothers.  

31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the 
coat in the blood;  

Now the coverup takes place. In order to cover the crime, there is a shedding of 
innocent blood. A kid goat is killed, and the coat of Joseph is dipped in it.  

32 And they sent the coat of [many] colours, and they brought [it] to their 
father; and said, This have we found: know now whether it [be] thy son's coat 
or no. 33 And he knew it, and said, [It is] my son's coat; an evil beast hath 
devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.  



The boys come to their father and tell him they found a bloody coat, that looked 
like their brother’s. They show it to their father to verify it is the coat of Joseph. 
They only found the coat, they never saw Joseph. It’s their way of saying, did 
Joseph come looking for us, we found this bloody coat that looks like his. Their 
father saw the coat and knew it belonged to Joseph, he had sent Joseph out 
looking for them and some evil animal killed him. 

34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for 
his son many days. 35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort 
him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down into the 
grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.  

Jacob took the news hard. He not only lost Joseph, but he lost another part of 
Rachel, the love of his life. He looked at it as the loss of his true wife’s firstborn 
son. His sons and daughters could not comfort him. His daughters would be Dinah 
and the wives of some of his sons. Jacob’s heart was broken.  

36 And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh's, [and] captain of the guard. 

Jacob didn’t know it, but God was setting things up for Joseph to one day stand 
before his family, who would bow to him. God is still in control.  


