
GENESIS 33  Jacob meets Esau 

1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with 
him four hundred men.  

Jacob had just come out of a meeting with the Angel of the LORD. The result of the 
meeting was Jacob now walked with a limp. Jacob crosses the river of water. It’s 
daylight and Jacob sees the last of his livestock walking away from him and his 
family. Replacing the view of his livestock is the view of his brother Esau walking 
toward him with four hundred warriors. Jacob still has some fear of what is about 
to take place, but also has some newfound strength from his meeting and 
wrestling with the Lord.  

And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two 
handmaids. 2 And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah 
and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. 3 And he passed over 
before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near 
to his brother. 

Jacob takes his last act of safety, he positions his family to place them in a position 
of safety, based on his concern for each of them. Up at the front, he places the two 
handmaids with their four sons. If there is an attack, it will start with these and 
maybe Leah and Rachel can get away. Next, he places Leah and her six sons and 
her daughter. If Esau destroys them maybe Rachel, and her son Joseph, will be 
able to flee. We must remember, Rachel and Joseph are the only original family 
Jacob had hoped for. If Leban had not deceived Jacob, he would have only married 
Rachel and raised her children. You might ask, how would Jacob then achieved 
twelve sons, to complete the twelve tribes of Israel. Easy, Rachel could have given 
him twelve sons.  

At this point, Jacob takes a small step of faith. He is no longer behind his wives and 
children. He takes his position in front of them. If Esau desires to kill him, maybe 
his life will be taken, but his family’s might be spared.  

Jacob takes a submissive posture, he bows down to Esau seven times as Esau is 
approaching. It is not known what Esau’s thoughts were. Maybe Esau wasn’t sure 
of Jacob’s intentions and brought his army with him, just in case they were 
needed. Esau sees Jacob bowing down, in a sign of submission and not of conflict.  



4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him: and they wept. 5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the 
children; and said, Who [are] those with thee? And he said, The children which 
God hath graciously given thy servant.  

Jacob let Esau know, this is what I have been doing for the last twenty years. He 
had worked in the land of their mother’s family and God had blessed him with 
riches and a family of his own.  

6 Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed 
themselves. 7 And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed 
themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed 
themselves.  

The two handmaids come forward, each follow by their two sons. Then Leah 
comes forward with her six sons and at least one daughter. Finally Rachel, the love 
of Jacob’s life, comes forward with her only child, Joseph. They all bow in 
submission to Jacob’s brother, Esau.  

8 And he said, What [meanest] thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, 
[These are] to find grace in the sight of my lord. 9 And Esau said, I have enough, 
my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself. 10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray 
thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my 
hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me. 11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought 
to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. 
And he urged him, and he took [it]. 

 

12 And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee. 
13 And he said unto him, My lord knoweth that the children [are] tender, and 
the flocks and herds with young [are] with me: and if men should overdrive 
them one day, all the flock will die. 14 Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before 
his servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before 
me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. 

 



15 And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee [some] of the folk that [are] with 
me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in the sight of my lord.      
16 So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 17 And Jacob journeyed to 
Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore the 
name of the place is called Succoth. 

Succoth means, place of booths or pens for livestock. Esau and his warriors leave 
Jacob and head home. They travel away slowly, because they are walking with the 
gifts of livestock, Jacob has given Esau, as a present. Once they are out of sight, 
Jacob turns his livestock and heads a different way. He does not follow Esau, to his 
home, in Sier. Jacob goes north into Canaan and stops at a place Jacob calls 
Succoth (place of booths). Jacob builds booths (pens) for his animals there and 
tries to settle down. Jacob is still not walking strongly with the Lord. God never 
told Jacob to settle at Succoth. God had revealed himself at Bethel and even told 
Jacob He was the God of Bethel, but Jacob settled in another place 

18 And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which [is] in the land of 
Canaan, when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his tent before the city. 
19 And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand 
of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money. 20 
And he erected there an altar, and called it Elelohe-Israel. 

Jacob’s place of booths is in the area of Shalem, specifically Shechem, which is 
named after the son of the leader of the land. Jacob settles in, pitches his tent and 
purchase the parcel of land, to make it his home. He thinks he will settle there and 
live in peace. He is not aware of the event, which is about to take place, involving 
his sons.     


