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Genesis 30: 25-43 

25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto 
Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country. 
26 Give [me] my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let 
me go: for thou knowest my service which I have done thee.  

One of the customs, common in the land, was the wife stayed with or near her 
father’s home until she had conceived a child. One of the original reasons for the 
bride’s dowry was to protect the bride. There was such a high expectation for the 
wife to bare children, a man could divorce his wife if she didn’t produce a child. 
Jacob was in love with Rachel, who was childless, up to this time. Rachel had been 
Jacob’s wife for fourteen years, with no children, except for the ones born by her 
slave. Now Jacob had not only completed his fourteen years of service to Laban 
and paid the debt for his two wives, Leah and Rachel, but Rachel now had given 
birth to a son.  

Jacob confronts Laban about wanting to leave and return to his home. Jacob is 
learning to live by faith. Jacob came to Laban with nothing. Now Jacob has four 
women and eleven sons. Jacob has a family and he wants to return home to the 
land of God’s promise. Jacob doesn’t ask Laban for any riches, he just wants to 
take his now large family and head back to Canaan. Jacob knows he will not 
prosper in Laban’s land for two reasons. It is not the land that God promised him 
and any prosperity he should gain Laban would consider his. Jacob is ready to 
move by faith. He is ready to start the long journey with his large family without 
provisions. Jacob only ask for his wives and children, which he had earned by 
fourteen years of labor. He doesn’t aske Laban for anything else. He will depend 
on God to provide for the trip home, just as God provided for the trip to the land 
of Laban. My how Jacob’s faith has grown since leaving his home in Canaan.  

27 And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, 
[tarry: for] I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy 
sake.  

Laban knows it is in his best interest to have Jacob stay and admits to it. Laban has 
learned through experience that God has blessed him, because God was blessing 
Jacob. The best way to learn something is by experiencing it. Based on the 
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language, Laban has looked deeply into the blessings he has received and has 
determined it is due to the work and labor of Jacob that has made him rich. Laban 
has received many blessings of God through Jacob. Laban has seen his livestock 
produce many more offspring. There were many less deaths of livestock from lack 
of food, wild animals or theft from men. Laban has prospered in everything Jacob 
did. Jacob not only worked for Laban for fourteen years, Jacob was the best 
worker Laban had. That’s the way all Christian men should work for their 
employers. The bible says you should work for your employer as though working 
for the Lord. Jacob no longer schemed to get what he wanted. He kept Laban’s 
livestock as though they were his own and God was blessing his work.  

28 And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give [it].  

Laban says, tell me what will it take to keep you working for me? Tell me what 
you want for your wages, name your price. Laban wasn’t giving Jacob an 
opportunity to make some good money or earn property, Laban was looking out 
for himself. He was not looking out for Jacob or Jacob’s wives and children. He 
knew what ever Jacob asked for, Laban would still be able to get the best of him 
and Jacob would allow it. Jacob was a man of his word. 

29 And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy 
cattle was with me. 30 For [it was] little which thou hadst before I [came], and it 
is [now] increased unto a multitude; and the LORD hath blessed thee since my 
coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also? 

Jacob states the facts again. Jacob lets Laban know, he didn’t have much when 
Jacob started working for him. Jacob lets Laban know that Laban is now  rich, 
because the Lord had blessed Jacob in all he did and Laban was the one who 
received the blessing given to Jacob. Jacob lets Laban know it is now time for 
Jacob to concentrate on providing for his own family, which God has blessed 
Jacob with.  

31 And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me 
any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed [and] keep thy flock:  

Jacob tells Laban he doesn’t want Laban to give him anything Laban currently 
owns. In that day a man overseeing the livestock might receive 10% of the 
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increase. If the man was very good and the increase was great, the laborer might 
be offered 20% in order to keep him, because he was very profitable.  

32 I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the speckled 
and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted 
and speckled among the goats: and [of such] shall be my hire.  

The cattle were solid brown. The sheep were normally solid white and the goat 
were solid black. Cattle, sheep and goats of different or mixed colors were usually 
only about 10% or less. This sounded like a good deal.     

33 So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it shall come 
for my hire before thy face: every one that [is] not speckled and spotted among 
the goats, and brown among the sheep, that shall be counted stolen with me. 
34 And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to thy word.  

Laban agrees. All livestock that were not of the correct solid color would be 
Jacob’s. All the livestock that were of the regular color Laban would keep. Now 
Jacob was stepping out by faith. The only way Jacob could be assured of 
prospering would be if God blessed him.  

35 And he removed that day the he goats that were ringstraked and spotted, 
and all the she goats that were speckled and spotted, [and] every one that had 
[some] white in it, and all the brown among the sheep, and gave [them] into the 
hand of his sons. 3 6And he set three days' journey betwixt himself and Jacob: 
and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks. 

Laban immediately set out to trick Jacob again. Laban tells his sons to go to his 
livestock and remove all that were not the proper solid color. He tells his sons to 
take all those three days journey away from the area, so Jacob couldn’t find any 
livestock of a different color, so he would start off with nothing. Jacob knew there 
were speckled, spotted and different colored livestock prior to the agreement. 
Most men would have confronted Laban and claim he had broken the agreement 
and then they would have broken the agreement. Jacob trust the Lord to bless 
him and continues to honor the agreement. A Christian man should honor his 
agreement even if the sinner does not. The Christian man is representing God and 
Christ, the sinner is simply being led by the flesh and sin, as they always do. A 
Christian should always live by faith. Their life should be a witness. Jacob had 
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already lived a life by faith before Laban and Laban realized he was blessed in 
prosperity only because Jacob was blessed. 

37 And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree; 
and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear which [was] in the 
rods. 38 And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters 
in the watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should 
conceive when they came to drink. 39 And the flocks conceived before the rods, 
and brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.  

Now we come to a section that most people do not understand, because it is 
strange. For many years it was believed this was the way to get livestock of a 
different color or mix of colors. Jacob took limbs and peeled the bark so they 
appeared to be streaked. He would set them in the water troughs so the animals 
would look at the streaked colored branches while mating.  

Some believed this is something Jacob may have learned when he grew up in 
Canaan. It was like an old wise tale the locals in Canaan did, because they 
preferred animals of various colors as opposed to solid colors. According to 
Matthew Henry, the word speckled in verse 39 is translated from the Hebrew 
word Nawkode. The word Nawkode is used in AMOS 1:1 as herdsmen. Henry 
believes this use of Nawkode for herdsmen means they were keepers of the 
speckled herds. They kept speckled herds, because they liked speckled herds. The 
solid colored cattle began to give birth to specked or different color cattle. This 
was also done with sheep and goats. Some believe that God told Jacob to do 
these things, but there is nothing in scripture to show this.  

40 And Jacob did separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the 
ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his own flocks 
by themselves, and put them not unto Laban's cattle. 41 And it came to pass, 
whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the 
eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods. 42 
But when the cattle were feeble, he put [them] not in: so the feebler were 
Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's.  

It appeared to Jacob the plan was working. Next he would only put the strong and 
healthy livestock before the rods, so the mixed colored livestock would be the 
healthiest. He did not use this method for the week livestock and they brought 
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forth the proper solid colored animals that made them Laban’s. Laban would only 
know that most of the new births were of mixed color and they were the 
healthiest. He could not claim that Jacob could control the color of the new births 
of livestock and would see this as something from Jacob’s God.  

 

43 And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maidservants, 
and menservants, and camels, and asses. 

Over time most of the livestock was speckled and spotted causing Jacob to 
increase in livestock, servants, camels and asses. The last increases were not 
because of the speckled births, but rather that Jacob had much to sell or barter 
with to gain servants, cattle and asses.  

Because of God’s blessing, Jacob now has a large family; a way to support his 
large family and all he needed to make the long journey home to Canaan.  


