
Genesis 26  Isaac and Abimelek NIV 

 

1 Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous famine in 
Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar. 2 
The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land 
where I tell you to live. 3 Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and 
will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and 
will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these 
lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 

The famine during the time of Abraham was severe. There was no rain, and 
everyone had to go to Egypt for food. Egypt didn’t depend specifically on rain, 
they depended on the Nile river. If the Nile had water, they could irrigate crops. 
Isaac goes to meet with Abimelek. God told Isaac not to go to Egypt, but to stay in 
the land of Gerar. God says he will be with Isaac, in Gerar and will bless him. God 
now passes on Abraham’s blessings to his son Isaac.  

 To confirm Isaac will get the blessings of the oath sworn to Abraham, 
 To make Isaac’s descendants as numerous as the stars, 
 To give them all these lands, and 
 Through Isaac’s offspring all the nations on earth will be blessed, 

5 because Abraham obeyed me and did everything I required of him, keeping 
my commands, my decrees and my instructions.” 6 So Isaac stayed in Gerar. 

God blesses Isaac, because his father Abraham obeyed God and did everything 
required of him. What were God’s commands, decrees and instructions?  

HEBREWS 11:8-19 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where 
he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a 
foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 
of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. And by faith even Sarah, who was past 
childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him 



faithful who had made the promise. And so, from this one man, and he as good as 
dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as 
the sand on the seashore. 

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 
admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. People who say such 
things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been 
thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 
Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 
embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though 
God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 
Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of 
speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. 

Why doesn’t God list all the times Abraham fell short of faith? Why doesn’t the 
scripture bring up Abraham’s failures? Why doesn’t scripture talk about going to 
Egypt and Gerar and lying about Sarah not being his wife? Because God had given 
Abraham these blessings as a promise. Abraham didn’t earn anything, Abraham 
believed God and we can see his belief, his faith, by his actions. Abraham wasn’t 
perfect, but God is. Abraham did have times where his faith was week, just like 
we do. Abraham had to face the kings of Egypt and Gerar and was rightly 
humiliated before them, but even they knew God was with Abraham. We will now 
see Isaac was not immune to showing a lack of faith at times, just like his father.  

7 When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my 
sister,” because he was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, “The men of 
this place might kill me on account of Rebekah, because she is beautiful.” 

Like father like son. Isaac could depend on God to protect him from a great 
famine of the land but was concerned God couldn’t protect him from some of the 
tough characters down the road. His faith was still growing. 

8 When Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelek king of the Philistines 
looked down from a window and saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah. 9 So 



Abimelek summoned Isaac and said, “She is really your wife! Why did you say, 
‘She is my sister’?” Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I might lose my life 
on account of her.” 

Everything went fine, God protected Isaac and Rebekah, and no one approached 
Rebekah to take her. They lived in the land for a long time, probably years, 
without any problem. Abimelek sees Isaac and Rebekah caressing in such a way 
that Abimelek realizes their relationship is not brother and sister. This brings back 
bad memories from the past involving Isaac’s mother and father, doing the same 
thing. In that instance Isaac’s mother was brought to king Abimelek and his entire 
kingdom was cursed by Abraham’s God.  

10 Then Abimelek said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the men 
might well have slept with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon 
us.” 

Now it’s time for Isaac to face his lie. Abimelek is furious and scared. He knows 
Isaac was a miracle child of Abraham’s old age and now fears Isaac’s God. Had it 
been another man in the kingdom, he would have probably been put to death, 
but Abimelek did not want to anger Isaac’s God.  

11 So Abimelek gave orders to all the people: “Anyone who harms this man or 
his wife shall surely be put to death.” 

Isaac is now safe in the land. He has the protection of God and of king Abimelek. 
King Abimelek is also blessed by Isaac’s God, because he blesses Isaac.  

12 Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, 
because the Lord blessed him. 13 The man became rich, and his wealth 
continued to grow until he became very wealthy. 14 He had so many flocks and 
herds and servants that the Philistines envied him. 15 So all the wells that his 
father’s servants had dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines 
stopped up, filling them with earth. 

Abraham had been dead for several years. Before Isaac became wealthy, he did 
not use many of his father’s wells. Some of the Philistines were very jealous and 
filled the wells in, so Isaac would stay away from them.  



16 Then Abimelek said to Isaac, “Move away from us; you have become too 
powerful for us.” 

Abimelek told Isaac to move away from them. Isaac had become powerful. Isaac 
wasn’t a fighter like his father Abraham. Isaac just wanted to live in peace and 
raise his livestock and do business.  

17 So Isaac moved away from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar, where 
he settled. 18 Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his 
father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and 
he gave them the same names his father had given them. 

Isaac’s livestock grew to the point that he needed to open some of the old wells 
that had been filled in, to water his animals.  

19 Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of fresh water there. 
20 But the herders of Gerar quarreled with those of Isaac and said, “The water is 
ours!” So he named the well Esek, because they disputed with him. 21 Then 
they dug another well, but they quarreled over that one also; so he named it 
Sitnah.  22 He moved on from there and dug another well, and no one quarreled 
over it. He named it Rehoboth, saying, “Now the Lord has given us room and we 
will flourish in the land.” 

Esek means contention. Sitnah means well of hostility. Isaac wasn’t a fighting 
man. He may have learned to live in peace and depend on God to fight his battles. 
He would simply move to another location and dig another well. If the people 
near the well wanted to fight over it, then he didn’t want to raise his flocks and 
herds near them, he would take his business somewhere else. He dug a well and 
there was peace. He named it Rehoboth means broad place. It may mean the 
place was broad enough to live without any contention. Here was a place he 
could grow crops, herds and flocks in peace. He could settle and do business.  

23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 24 That night the Lord appeared to him 
and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with 
you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the 
sake of my servant Abraham.” 

Isaac by faith receives the blessing of God, passed down from his father Abraham.  



25 Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord. There he 
pitched his tent, and there his servants dug a well. 

Now Isaac builds and altar to worship God. God was now known as the God of 
Isaac. 

26 Meanwhile, Abimelek had come to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his 
personal adviser and Phicol the commander of his forces. 27 Isaac asked them, 
“Why have you come to me, since you were hostile to me and sent me away?” 

28 They answered, “We saw clearly that the Lord was with you; so we said, 
‘There ought to be a sworn agreement between us’—between us and you. Let 
us make a treaty with you 29 that you will do us no harm, just as we did not 
harm you but always treated you well and sent you away peacefully. And now 
you are blessed by the Lord.” 

King Abimelek feared Isaac’s God, which was the God of Abraham. 

30 Isaac then made a feast for them, and they ate and drank. 31 Early the next 
morning the men swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac sent them on their 
way, and they went away peacefully. 

32 That day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they had dug. 
They said, “We’ve found water!” 33 He called it Shibah, and to this day the 
name of the town has been Beersheba.  

Isaac was now settled in the land. He had a home, he had God’s blessing, he had 
an altar to worship God and now he had well water, near his tent. All the 
comforts of home. Just when you think everything is going well, there’s a problem 
with the kids. 

34 When Esau was forty years old, he married Judith daughter of Beeri the 
Hittite, and also Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They were a source 
of grief to Isaac and Rebekah. 

This is where the son comes home with a new girl. She’s wearing wild makeup, 
multi colored hair, has tattoos, dresses sexy, curses like a sailor and tells you they 
just got married. Then he introduces the second one who he also married. It 
appears Isaac and Rebekah didn’t approve. It’s too late to have that talk now, 
should have had it earlier. Isaac is about one hundred years old.  


