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Genesis 25   N I V   The Death of Abraham  

1 Abraham had taken another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 She bore him 
Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. 3 Jokshan was the father of 
Sheba and Dedan; the descendants of Dedan were the Ashurites, the Letushites 
and the Leummites. 4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanok, Abida and 
Eldaah. All these were descendants of Keturah. 

Abraham was one hundred and thirty-seven years old when Sarah died. Over two 
years had gone by and Abraham had completed his time of mourning. He is about 
one hundred and forty years old and marries a woman named Keturah. There are 
no details written about this woman. It is amazing that a man of his age could 
father six more children. It’s possible she may have been one of his servants he 
had purchased, (this can’t be confirmed). She was of breeding age, this would 
have made her much younger than Sarah, who was past the age to birth a child at 
ninety. He may have looked upon her youth and beauty, when Sarah was alive, 
but did not touch her, because he was true to Sarah. Once Sarah had died life 
went on and Abraham became lonely and desired companionship. Abraham was 
beyond the age of fathering children. Forty years earlier, his body was considered 
as dead, when it came to father a child.  

God had waited until it was humanly impossible for Abraham and Sarah to have 
children, then God performed a miracle. This miracle was plain enough for all the 
people, who knew Abraham, to see. Abraham became a father at the age of one 
hundred. God brought life from death, literally. Isaac was a miracle babe, the one 
who would be heir to the promises God had given Abraham. When God healed 
him and Sarah, God did not just give youth to the breeding portions of their body. 
God renewed their bodies. The bible shows us that Sarah looked so beautiful, at 
eighty-nine years of age, that king Abimelek wanted her for his wife. She was the 
most beautiful woman in the land. See Genesis chapter 20. 

Abraham also looked and felt like a young man, because in physical strength and 
appearance, he was again like a young man. Abraham fathered six more sons with 
Keturah. One of the sons is name Midian. It is believed the Midianites came from 
his offspring. This is where Moses gets his wife, hundreds of years later.  
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5 Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac. 6 But while he was still living, he 
gave gifts to the sons of his concubines and sent them away from his son Isaac 
to the land of the east. 

Isaac is the son whom God will fulfill the promises of Abraham. God recognizes 
Sarah as Abraham’s one true wife and calls the others (Hagar and Keturah) 
concubines. The promises from God to Abraham will now pass down to Isaac. 
Abraham knows his other sons could cause Isaac problems. While Abraham is still 
alive, he gives wonderful gifts to the sons of Keturah and sends them away from 
Canaan, toward the east. This occurred, before his death. He was getting old and 
knew if Sarah had already passed, he was probably not far behind. He probably 
never thought he would live long enough to have six more sons. He knew they 
would each desire a portion of his wealth, when he died. He knew they could 
cause Isaac problems. Before his death, he gives them great gifts and has them 
leave and move to the east, away from Isaac. He wants them to settle and raise 
their own families and to find a satisfying life. He would probably give gifts to 
Ishmael, who lives in the south, to leave Isaac alone. Ishmael is satisfied with the 
blessings, God has given him. Part of God’s gifts to Ishmael were twelve sons. If 
that don’t keep him busy I don’t know what will.  

Abraham may have given other gifts to Ishmael when he gave gifts to Keturah’s 
sons. Everything else Abraham has, including the promises from God, pass on to 
Isaac.  

7 Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. 8 Then Abraham breathed 
his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of years; and he was 
gathered to his people. 9 His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of 
Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite, 10 the 
field Abraham had bought from the Hittites. There Abraham was buried with his 
wife Sarah. 11 After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived 
near Beer Lahai Roi. 

Abraham was buried with his first love, Sarah. This is now a family tomb. Sarah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Leah and Jacob were buried in this same tomb. At the 
time of Abraham’s death Ishmael was eighty-nine and Isaac seventy-five. Ishmael 
has twelve sons and Isaac has two. Esau and Jacob and they were about fifteen 
years old, when Abraham their grandfather died.  
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Where were the six sons of Keturah, at the time of Abraham’s death? They had 
already moved on to the east and no longer lived in the country of Abraham. 
Ishmael remained in his country, near Egypt, because he was already established 
and had grown and been greatly blessed by God. He didn’t need anything Isaac 
had. The two boys Abraham started with are the ones he has around at the end of 
his life and Isaac and Ishmael bury their father.  

Isaac was living in Beer Lahai Roi. This was the place Hagar had stopped when she 
was sent away from the home of Abraham.  Abraham had sent her and her son 
Ishmael away from Isaac. She was given provisions to go back to Egypt but 
wandered the territory and her food and water ran out. She stopped in the desert 
because she believed her son Ishmael would soon die and she was in despair. God 
had come to her and brought her to a spring of water and told her he would bless 
her son and make him a father of twelve tribal leaders. She called the spring of 
water Beer Lahai Roi, which means the place where God sees me. Now Isaac is 
living in the place where God sees me. This would have been near the southern 
part of the promised land, just east of the land occupied by Ishmael and his sons.  

The Bible then lets us know what happened to Ishmael after he was sent away 
from his father Abraham over seventy years earlier.  

12 This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Ishmael, whom 
Sarah’s slave, Hagar the Egyptian, bore to Abraham.  

God never accepted Hagar, as Abraham’s wife. Ishmael was always a sign of 
faltering faith. He was a sign of a weak point in Abraham’s life of believing on God 
to fulfill his promise. Many times, men do things that just don’t make no sense. 
They pray to God for a miracle, but after a while they attempt to bring on the 
miracle on their own. God could have rejected Abraham for not having enough 
faith in God to wait until he was one hundred years old. He could have turned 
away from Abraham and choses another man to give the blessings. Many teach 
today, that if you don’t die in faith for the moment, you will die in your sins. God 
told Abraham to leave his home and leave his father and to go to a place he 
would show him.  

Genesis 11:31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his 
daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from 
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Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Hirran, they settled 
there. 

32 Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Harran. 

Terah was seventy when his sons were born. Terah lived another 135 years and 
died in city of Harran. Abram was seventy-five when he left Haran, after Terah’s 
death.  

Abraham did not walk in faith, when he left Ur. He didn’t leave Ur on his own, his 
father Terah led and Abram followed, to the city of Haran. After Terah died, 
Abram started to walk by faith. He couldn’t do it with his father, because his 
father was an idol worshipper.   

Joshua 24:2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, 
lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 

Terah dies and Abraham leaves Harran and follows God. 

Before Abraham received the promise of God he had to show fruits of faith. It’s 
not the fruit of faith that saves you, the fruit is produced from the faith. True 
saving faith will produce fruit.  

Abram didn’t have a bible.  

He didn’t have any prophets.  

He didn’t even have the ten commandments. 

God had revealed himself to Abraham and gave him the first command. The first 
step of faith was to take up all he had and leave his home, his father and his 
father’s family. Now God gives his promise to Abraham. Abram leaves the land of 
his father and almost all his father’s family, except his nephew Lot. Abram takes 
his first step of faith. He didn’t complete it, but he has started the journey.  

The Call of Abram 

Genesis 12:1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people 
and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, 
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and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

and you will be a blessing.  

3 I will bless those who bless you, 

and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you.”  

Chapter 13 Abram and Lot separate. Lot goes to Sodom. 

Chapter 14 Abram defeats five kingdoms and rescues Lot. Abram meets 
Melchizedek and pays a tithe of all captured goods. Abram will accept no riches 
from the king of Sodom. He want’s nothing that the Lord has not given him.  

Genesis 15: 1 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. 

I am your shield, your very great reward.  ” 

2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless 
and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 
“You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 

4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a 
son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and 
said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring d be.” 

6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

The word righteousness is a legal word. It means to be right with 
something. In a courtroom it is a word that means you were judged in 
trial and found to be right, (innocent). Abraham believed God and God 
counted his faith, as seen in the heart of Abraham, as righteousness. It 
doesn’t mean Abraham will never do anything bad again, but it means 
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God has accepted him, because of his faith. If Abraham had attempted 
to earn the righteousness of God, he could never have lived up to it. 
God has made several promises to Abraham and they were because 
God is God. We saw how God entered into a legal contract with 
Abraham (Genesis 15:8-21). God walked through the sacrifice, which 
was greater than walking in front of the highest court in the world and 
signing the contract. God promised to keep his part of the agreement. 
What is amazing is, God didn’t require Abraham to walk through and 
agree to the promised. God said he would do it.   

If Abraham were to do something dumb, such as telling a king his wife 
was his sister and not his wife, it would not violate the promise. If he 
were to take a slave as a wife, to give him a son (Hagar). It would not 
violate the promise. This doesn’t mean he can do anything he wants 
without any consequences. He will have trouble and problems due to 
his bad choices, but they will be in this life. They will not negate the 
promises of God.  

This is the same with Christians today. Can a Christian sin and not 
suffer? No. But it will not affect you position in eternity. Be ready to get 
your spanking in the here and now. God corrects his children, because 
He loves them. Others may get away with sin and nothing happens. 
They are not God’s kids. Life may seem good, but eternity is coming, 
and they are not prepared. Only those who come to God by coming as a 
sinner, in need of a savior, can come to God as righteous. They are only 
righteous, because Jesus paid the penalty for their sin. 

13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: 
Nebaioth the firstborn of Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah, 
Massa, 15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah. 16 These were the sons 
of Ishmael, and these are the names of the twelve tribal rulers according to 
their settlements and camps. 17 Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. 
He breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his people. 18 His 
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descendants settled in the area from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of 
Egypt, as you go toward Ashur. And they lived in hostility toward all the tribes 
related to them. 

Ishmaels sons were already established and leaders in the land near Egypt. They 
had no desire to go to the land of Canaan. As quickly as Ishmael entered the 
pages of the Bible, he now leaves. It looks like the twelve brothers didn’t get 
along and were hostile toward each other. They were so busy fighting amongst 
themselves, they didn’t have time to think about Isaac. All they fought about was 
things that affect them today. They didn’t think about eternity or judgement to 
come.  

Abraham now leaves the story of Genesis, but we will see his name many times 
throughout scripture and nearly always it will be listed as an example of faith.  

Abraham was told to leave his home and go to a place God had prepared for him. 
Did Abraham believe God? Yes, he did, we know this because he gathers his 
people and starts on a journey to a land he has never seen.  

Did Abraham ever separate himself from his father’s family, away from Lot? Yes. 
Abraham was the person to receive God’s promise, but told Lot, you chose. 
Where ever you go I will go the other way.  

When Abraham had failed to wait on God, he fathered a child named Ishmael. 
Later God told him, Ishmael would not be the son of promise and must go away. 
Did Abraham believe God? Yes. Abraham sent away his son Ishmael, whom 
Abraham loved greatly, but he obeyed God. It was one of the hardest things he 
had ever done, but he obeyed God and sent him away.  

After Isaac was born, Abraham was so grateful knowing he would have an heir for 
all the future promises and would carry Abraham’s name for many years. God told 
Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice. Did Abraham believe God? Yes. He 
knew that even if he were to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, even though Isaac was 
dead, that God could raise him from the dead and fulfill his promised. Abraham 
believed God to the point he tied up Isaac, laid him on the alter and raised his 
knife, ready to plunge it into Isaac and take his life. Abraham knew even if he 
killed Isaac the promises would still come through Isaac.  
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Everyone might agree, Abraham had true faith in God at the time he offered 
Isaac. They would agree this was saving faith, but had Abraham been given this 
test earlier, he might not have passed the test. The faith to offer Isaac was a true 
and solid faith, but it was a mature faith that came after many years of walking in 
faith.  

Saving faith came when God told Abraham to leave Haran and to go to a land he 
did not know. Abraham left his home to journey toward the unknown, because 
Abraham believed God. This was saving faith. From that point Abraham was 
tested many times. On occasion he would fail, such as telling Sarah to tell a king 
she was his sister. Or trying to supply his own heir Ishmael, rather than wait on 
God. True faith will grow and mature.    

Can you see in your own life how you have matured, over time? Can you see your 
faith producing fruit? There probably were many times when it didn’t seem any 
fruit was coming from you, but later in life it came. Abraham was a man of faith, 
because he believed God. Are you trying to earn your right to heaven? Have you 
come to a point in your life where you realize everything you’ve done, just isn’t 
good enough? Have you come to the point where you rely on Jesus and only on 
him, to cover your sins with His precious blood? When God looks at you, will he 
see the precious blood of Jesus, who has paid your sin debt? 


