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Genesis 24    Isaac and Rebekah    KJV 

1 And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed 
Abraham in all things.   

Abraham is growing old, he’s about 140 years old. God has blessed him in every 
way. Everything he has done was blessed. He has received the promise of God 
and now Abraham’s son Isaac was to be the heir of God’s promise. Remember, 
Abraham is not only a man blessed of God, he is also a prophet of God.  

Genesis 20: 7 Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for 
you and you will live. But if you do not return her, you may be sure that you and 
all who belong to you will die.” 

Abraham speaks to man for God, that’s what a prophet does. God has told 
Abraham not to let Isaac marry one of the women from Canaan. God wants to 
keep the bloodline pure. Abraham was a descendant of Noah, through his son 
Shem. The Canaanites are not descendants of Shem.  

This is another way of taking an oath, in that day. His servant could not offer a 
cow, sheep or goat for a sacrifice and divide them and walk between the two 
parts, because he was a servant. He didn’t own any cattle, sheep or goats. 
Everything the servant had belonged to Abraham.  

3 And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of 
the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 4 But thou shalt go unto my country, and to 
my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 

Abraham realizes he won’t live forever, in the flesh. When Abraham dies, Isaac 
will be the heir of all he has and will receive the God’s promises. Abraham is 
concerned about Isaac. Isaac has been mourning the death of his mother for 
about three years. He was thirty-seven when she died. He was forty when he 
married Rebekah. Genesis 25:19 This is the account of the family line of 
Abraham’s son Isaac. Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty 

2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that 
he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:  
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years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from 
Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 

Isaac has no special woman, in his life, he was a mama’s boy. He is still living in his 
mother’s tent. Isaac should have been over all of Abraham’s household and 
possessions, but Isaac wasn’t ready. Abraham has his most trusted servant 
running things. This is a man that Abraham trust to carry out his wishes. Abraham 
trust this servant to follow God’s lead and do what God wants done. This servant 
will carry out his mission, to find just the right woman to help Isaac fulfill God’s 
promises made to Abraham. Abraham is going to get him a wife, to help him get 
through the mourning of his mother and prepare him to be the heir of God’s 
promises.  

Abraham’s servant believed in Abraham’s God. Abraham tells the servant to 
swear on the God of heaven and earth. The God of Abraham, whom the servant 
believed to be the only true and all-powerful God. He was to swear he would not 
get Isaac a wife from the Canaanites but would go to Abraham’s old home and get 
a wife from the family of Nahor, Abraham’s brother. This would require the 
servant to take a long journey, possibly hundreds of miles. I’m not sure of the 
distance, because no one seems to be sure of the location of the city of Nahor. 
Was is near Haran, where Abraham left his father Tara or was it near Ur of the 
Chaldees. The journey would be done by walking and carrying goods on camels. 
The caravan would move at the speed of the slowest walking servant. Now that 
Abraham is old and especially after the death of Sarah, Abraham realizes he won’t 
be around forever. Isaac will receive the promises of God and need the proper 
woman to carry out the promises.  Who a person marries, is one of the most 
important decisions a person will make in their life.  

5 And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to 
follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from 
whence thou camest? 

For the servant to take the oath, was a very serious thing. The servant was not 
just making a commitment to Abraham but was swearing before Abraham’s God. 
He doesn’t want to swear to the agreement unless he knows he can fulfill his part. 
He asks what if he finds a good woman, but she is not willing to come to the land 
of Canaan. Then what should he do to prevent violating and oath made to God? 



 

3 
 

Abraham lets him know under no circumstances was he to allow Isaac to leave 
Canaan and go back to the land of Haran or Ur.  

6 And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither 
again. 7 The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and 
from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto 
me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before 
thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. 

Abraham is speaking as a prophet of God. He lets the servant know God will send 
an angel before him to prepare the way.  Abraham was confident the servant 
would not only bring a good woman, but the exact woman. Abraham had faith in 
God to make sure Isaac had the wife God has chosen.   

8 And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear 
from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again. 

Abraham lets the servant know, if he can’t fulfill the oath, Abraham will release 
him from the oath and there will be no penalty. Abraham has faith that God will 
bless the attempt and the servant will return with the perfect woman for Isaac.   

9 And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and 
sware to him concerning that matter. 10  And the servant took ten camels of the 
camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his 
hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 

I don’t know how many camels were in the caravan, but ten of them were needed 
just to carry the good things Abraham was sending to the bride and her family. 
This would be like a dowry given to the bride’s family.  We’re not given details 
about the journey, but it would have lasted many weeks. As the servant settled in, 
at the end of each day, I am sure he would pray to God for a prosperous journey 
and to prepare the way for his success. He’s been on the road a long time and 
now is coming near to the town of Nahor’s family.  

11 And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at 
the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water. 

The servant comes to a well, near the outside of town. He doesn’t know who he is 
looking for or how he will find her. The first thing he does is go to a place the 
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women of the land would normally come to, such as a common well. Next, he 
comes to the well, at a time local women would come there to draw water. That 
would be in the evening, when it would start to cool down. He has his camels 
kneel, because he might be there a long time, trying to find the right woman.  

12 And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good 
speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham. 13 Behold, I stand 
here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to 
draw water: 14 And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let 
down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I 
will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for 
thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto 
my master. 

He asks the Lord for help. There may be many women coming to the well. All of 
them will be carrying water jugs. He asks God for a sign. He will ask a woman to 
give him a drink from her water jug. The first sign will be she will lower her water 
jug and give him a drink. There will be some who will quickly walk away, because 
he is a stranger. There may be several who will give him a drink, but that will only 
be the first sign. The sign will be if a woman offers him a drink and then 
volunteers to water his camels. He is traveling with at least ten camels. A thirsty 
camel can drink, from fifteen to twenty-five gallons of water each. This will not be 
an easy task and it would be rare indeed for any woman to volunteer to take on 
such a task, without even being asked to. It’s going to take many trips, back and 
forth from the well to the water trough, to water all the camels.  

15 And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah 
came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, 
Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. 16 And the damsel was 
very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went 
down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. 

God had answered his prayer, before the prayer was finished. God has sent the 
perfect woman, but the servant doesn’t know her yet.  

17 And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little 
water of thy pitcher. 18 And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let 
down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. 19 And when she had 
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done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they 
have done drinking. 

She not only gave him a drink and offered to water the camels, she offered to 
water the camels until they were all full of water. We’re talking near two hundred 
gallons of water. She doesn’t do it thinking, what have I gotten myself into, she is 
glad to do it and starts bringing water and runs back for more.  

20 And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto 
the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. 21 And the man wondering 
at her held his peace, to wit whether the LORD had made his journey 
prosperous or not. 

If she carried over two hundred gallons of water and just one of those camels was 
still thirsty, she would not have fulfilled her task. The servant watched and saw 
not only did the camels stop drinking, but there was some water still in the trough 
because they were full. This was the answer to his prayer.  

22 And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a 
golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten 
shekels weight of gold; 23 And said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray 
thee: is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in? 

I believe the servant of Abraham is getting excited, this must be the one. 

24 And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which 
she bare unto Nahor. 25 She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and 
provender enough, and room to lodge in. 26 And the man bowed down his 
head, and worshipped the LORD. 27 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of 
my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his 
truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren. 

The servant praises God for bringing him success and leading him to the right spot 
at the right time.  

28 And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things. 29 
And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto 
the man, unto the well. 30 And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and 
bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his 
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sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and, 
behold, he stood by the camels at the well. 31 And he said, Come in, thou 
blessed of the LORD; wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the 
house, and room for the camels. 

Now we meet Rebekah’s brother Laban, for the first time.  We’ll see him again 
later when we study about Jacob. Laban is a man of the world, he has his eye on 
the gold the servant has brought. He sees camels loaded with treasure. He quickly 
invites him into his home.  

32 And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave 
straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's 
feet that were with him. 33 And there was set meat before him to eat: but he 
said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. 

The servant of Abraham is on a mission. He has come to find a wife for Isaac and 
does not want to waste time, trying to find out if this is the right one. Everything 
seems good now, but what will the family say. He wanted the girl’s family to know 
what his intentions were from the start.  

34 And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 35 And the LORD hath blessed my 
master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, 
and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and 
asses. 36 And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master when she was 
old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath. 37 And my master made me 
swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: 38 But thou shalt go unto my father's house, 
and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son. 39 And I said unto my master, 
Peradventure the woman will not follow me. 40 And he said unto me, The 
LORD, before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; 
and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house: 
41 Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my 
kindred; and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath. 

42 And I came this day unto the well, and said, O LORD God of my master 
Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go: 43 Behold, I stand by the 
well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to 
draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to 
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drink; 44 And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: 
let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master's 
son. 

45 And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth 
with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the well, and drew 
water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. 46 And she made haste, 
and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the camels drink also. 47 And I 
asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she said, The daughter of 
Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put the earring upon 
her face, and the bracelets upon her hands. 48 And I bowed down my head, and 
worshipped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, which 
had led me in the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son. 
49 And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, 
tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left. 

Now Laban listened. I believe he mainly heard that if the woman can’t or won’t 
go, he would be released from the oath and would return home with all the 
treasure.  

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the 
LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. 51 Behold, Rebekah is before 
thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the LORD hath 
spoken. 

Now, not only Laban speaks, but Rebekah’s father Bethuel listens and answers. 
This must be from the Lord. They agree and give Rebekah to be the wife of Isaac.  

52 And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he 
worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 53 And the servant brought 
forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to 
Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things. 54 And 
they did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all night; 
and they rose up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master. 

It’s easy to see why this man was not only Abraham’s servant, but his most 
trusted servant.  Like Joseph in later parts of Genesis, everything the servant did, 
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brought blessings to Abraham. He had completed his mission and waisted no 
time, in doing it. The agreement was made. Now the treasure and gifts are 
brought out and given to Rebeca and her brother and mother. Only now did the 
servant relax and eat and prepare for the nights rest.   

When they got up the next morning, he said, “Send me on my way to my 
master.” 

His mission is complete, he wishes to return and complete the journey.  

55 And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few 
days, at the least ten; after that she shall go. 

They believed the servant was in too big of a hurry. They knew when Rebekah 
left, it would be years before they would see her again and this might even be the 
last time.  

56 And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the LORD hath prospered my 
way; send me away that I may go to my master. 57 And they said, We will call 
the damsel, and inquire at her mouth. 58 And they called Rebekah, and said 
unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.  

Up to this point, the family is willing to give Rebekah to be the wife of Isaac. Not 
only did they not know Isaac, no one has asked Rebekah how she felt about the 
whole thing.  

“I will go,” she said. 

Rebekah agrees to leave immediately and is ready to start on the journey of her 
life. 

59 And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's 
servant, and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art 
our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess 
the gate of those which hate them. 

They see great things happening with Rebekah. She will be the wife of a great 
man, who will receive many great blessings.  

61 And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and 
followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
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Now the long journey back to Canaan. I’m sure Rebekah had many questions of 
the servant. What was Canaan like? What was Isaac like? The servant probably 
told her the great stories about his master Abraham. How he and his servants had 
defeated the armies of five kingdoms.  How Abraham and his God had overcome 
king Abimelek and had become good friends. How Abraham had been so blessed 
the land couldn’t support Abraham’s blessing and the blessing of his nephew Lot. 
She would hear of the love Abraham had for his wife Sarah and how Sarah had 
given birth to a son, when she was ninety years old. How the birth of Isaac was a 
miracle. As they traveled, I believe she dreamed of what it would be like to marry 
the son of a man who had such a great love for his wife and such respect of all 
who knew him.  

62 And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahairoi; for he dwelt in the south 
country. 63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming. 

Isaac would have been aware of the mission of his father’s servant. He had been 
mourning the passing of his mother since he was thirty-seven years old. Now he 
was forty and still missed his mother. He still lived in his mother’s tent, when he 
could have lived in his own or in his father’s tent. Isaac had been wondering what 
the woman would be like, that was being brought to him. He had been waiting for 
months, because of the long journey. Now he is in the field thinking on life. He 
looks up and sees the camels approaching. Will his loneliness come to an end?  

64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the 
camel. 65 For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in 
the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she 
took a vail, and covered herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all things that he 
had done. 

The marriage agreement was almost fulfilled. She covers her face with her veil. 
The servant first meets with Isaac and gives him all the details of the journey and 
how God brought him his new bride. 

67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and 
she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his 
mother's death. 
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Isaac brings Rebekah into his mother’s tent. He now has a woman to take away 
his loneliness and to inherit the promises God made to his father Abraham. She is 
now his wife and he loved her. This isn’t just a casual love this is a life 
commitment love. This is the love Adam had for Eve and Abraham had for Sara. 
Isaac separates from his father Abraham, as Abraham begins a new stage of life. 
Isaac leaves behind his father and his mother and cleaves to Rebekah his wife and 
the two of them become one flesh.  

 


