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   Genesis 21 

In Genesis 20, the kingdom of Abimelek was cursed for taking Abraham’s wife. 
Abimelek told God, he didn’t know Sarah was Abraham’s wife. Abimelek’s men 
had asked.  Abraham and Sarah said they were brother and sister. Abimelek asked 
Abraham, why did he lie about Sarah being his wife, which brought a curse upon 
Abimelek and his people? 

Abraham is confronted, because Abraham was wrong. Abraham had not walked 
by faith in God, he tried to get by his own way. Abraham had lied and sinned, to 
survive without God.  Abraham got caught in the lie. Abraham was called before a 
man he had wronged and forced to admit his wrong, before witnesses.  

Genesis 20: 11 Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God 
in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’ 12 Besides, she really is my 
sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my 
wife. 13 And when God had me wander from my father’s household, I said to her, 
‘This is how you can show your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, “He is 
my brother.” 

This is not the first time Abraham and Sarah had told this lie. It may not even be 
the second time. Years earlier, they had the same type of incident in Egypt, when 
Abraham was a new believer. In Egypt, the kingdom was also cursed, because 
Abraham told the people Sarah was his sister. He knew better, Abraham was 
wrong and knew it. There was nothing he could say or do to justify what he had 
done.  

Just prior to the incident in Gerar, God had informed Abraham that Sarah would 
give birth to a son. Within a year, Abraham would receive the heir to fulfill the 
promise from God. Before this happened, God needed Abraham to face his 
ongoing sin. The root of his ongoing sin was a lack of faith in God.   

How many times have people sought the blessing of God and had unconfessed sin 
in their lives. If you are caught up and sin, God wants to set you free. If you are 
caught up in on-going sin, you are a slave to the sin. You need to confess it to God 
and get set free from sin’s power, so you can receive God’s blessing. How many 
people are sitting in churches asking for revival but holding on to their 
unconfessed sin. God wants to deal with your sin and set you free. The bible says,  
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1 John 1: 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we 
make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

 

GENESIS 21: 1 – 21     NIV 

1 Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah 
what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in 
his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name 
Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, 
Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred 
years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 

God’s promise is fulfilled. God’s promises are always fulfilled. The child’s name 
Isaac means, laughter. Abraham had been concerned it was taking too long. God 
had fulfilled the promise, at just the right time. Isaac’s birth from Abraham and 
Sarah, was nothing short of a miracle. Even the servants, in Abraham’s camp, 
knew the child was a gift of God.  

When Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him. This was the sign of the 
covenant between Abraham and God. Isaac was circumcised to show he was part 
of this covenant.  

6 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this 
will laugh with me.” 7 And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that 
Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

Sarah had gone through life, childless. She had longed for a child. As she grew 
older, both Sarah and Abraham had wondered if it was time for her child. They 
had wondered until Sarah was almost ninety and Abraham was near one hundred 
years old. They had waited as they saw both of their bodies age and wither. They 
had both aged beyond the time when they could have children. This had bothered 
Sarah more than Abraham. As far as Abraham was concerned, he had a son. His 
name was Ishmael. Abraham loved Ishmael and was satisfied with Ishmael 
fulfilling all the promises of God. The problem was God would not accept Ishmael. 
Ishmael was another product of Abraham’s lack of faith.  
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Sarah considered this blessing to be her greatest. She had lost all hope and knew 
there was no way her flesh could produce a child for Abraham. Not only did she 
give birth to Abraham’s son, she was even able to nurse him. She was ninety years 
old and nursing a child. She didn’t have much to do with Hagar’s son. She hadn’t 
nursed Ishmael. She wasn’t attached to Ishmael, like Abraham was.  

8 The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham 
held a great feast.  

We don’t know a lot about the early life of Isaac. All that can be said about his 
childhood is that he grew and was weaned. This was a great event for Abraham. 
Isaac would have been about three years old, at the time. It was not unusual for a 
child to die, before reaching the age of being weaned, from his mother. 

9 But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham 
was mocking, 10 and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her 
son, for that woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son 
Isaac.” 

Ishmael would have been somewhere near fourteen or fifteen years old, at the 
time of Isaac’s birth. Ishmael would be about seventeen, at the time Isaac was 
weaned. For most of Ishmael’s life, he had been the only son and the heir to 
Abraham. Now there was another contender to the promise. Ismael had been the 
focus of Abraham’s attention for years. Now he didn’t spend as much time with 
his father, since this new child was born. He felt resentment toward the baby 
Isaac, possibly even betrayal. Being a teenager, Ishmael didn’t have a lot of 
wisdom yet. He not only was jealous of Isaac, it seems like he let everyone know 
it. Sarah saw how Ishmael acted toward her son. Sarah demanded Abraham get 
rid of the slave woman (Hagar) and the slave woman’s son (Ishmael).  

11 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. 12 But 
God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. 
Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your 
offspring will be reckoned. 13 I will make the son of the slave into a nation also, 
because he is your offspring.” 
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It looks like the chickens have come to roost again, in Abraham’s life. Ishmael was 
Abraham’s son, his first born. He was very attached to Ishmael. He loved Ishmael 
as a son, because he was his son. None of this should have surprised Abraham.  

The Bible says, Genesis 17: 19 Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear 
you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an 
everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have 
heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase 
his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a 
great nation. 21 But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear 
to you by this time next year.”  

Abraham was about one hundred and three years old when Isaac was weaned. 
Sarah wants Abraham to recognize her son Isaac as his only heir. He goes to God 
and ask, what should he do. God tells him, listen to your wife. As far as God is 
concerned, only Sarah is Abraham’s wife. Hagar is simply Abraham’s slave woman, 
who bore him a child. Abraham must decide. Will he follow God by faith or will he 
give in to his emotions and chose Ishmael? God wants Abraham to know, going in 
to Hagar, was sin. It should have never happened. Now Abraham must deal with 
that sin. He not only must confess his sin, but he must act on it.   

Some will say, what about Ishmael and Hagar? Why should they suffer for what 
someone else has done? God is not going to let Ishmael and Hagar suffer. 
Remember from the first time God made a promise to Abraham. Part of that 
promise was God would bless those who blessed Abraham. Hagar was a slave, she 
had no choice, but to submit to Abraham. As a result, Abraham sinned, but Hagar 
was blessed with a child. She could have gone through her life and never had a 
child. Ishmael never asked to be born, he was the result of Abraham’s sin. 
Abraham is told not to worry about Ishmael. God will bless Ishmael and make him 
into a great nation. This wasn’t because Ishmael had done some great deed or 
was a man of faith. Ishmael was to become a great nation, because he was a 
blessing to Abraham. Hagar was to be the mother of a leader of nations. She was 
to be a free woman and no longer a slave.  

14 Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and 
gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with 
the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the Desert of Beersheba. 
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Now we see Abraham obeying God. It wasn’t enough for Abraham to agree with 
God, Abraham had to act on that faith. Abraham didn’t hesitate. Early the next 
morning Abraham gave Hagar and Ishmael food and water and sent them on their 
way. Hagar didn’t know where to go. She had come from Egypt, where she was 
sold as a slave. No real life there, but she knew of no other place to go. She went 
in the direction of Egypt but started to wander in the desert. Abraham had 
probably given her enough food and water for a journey, but not enough to 
wander about the land.  

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the 
bushes. 16 Then she went off and sat down about a bowshot away, for she 
thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat there, she began to sob. 

The water ran out. The bible doesn’t say how long she wandered the desert, but it 
was too long for water she had. She had never lived off the land. She had always 
been a slave and had someone to supply all her needs. She didn’t know how to 
find food or water. She was familiar with thirst. She knew a person could not last 
long without water. Her son Ishmael was getting weak, he needed water. She had 
him set down to rest. She walked away, just out of sight of Ishmael, because she 
didn’t want to watch him die. 

17 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven 
and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard 
the boy crying as he lies there. 18 Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I 
will make him into a great nation.” 

At that time, God shows up. She is told God has heard Ishmael’s cry. Now Ishmael 
is not a small baby or toddler, he is a teenage boy. She is told to take him by the 
hand, make him get up, because her son will become a great nation. God’s 
blessings don’t depend on Abraham or any other man. God told her Ishmael 
would become a great nation. It was not a bargain or some type of deal. God 
didn’t tell her if she would do something he would save Ishmael. God had told her 
years before, Ishmael would be a great man.  

Genesis 16: 7 The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was 
the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, 
where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
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“I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. 9 Then the angel of the 
Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel added, 
“I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to 
count.”  God always keeps His promises.  

19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and 
filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

Did God suddenly make the well of water appear? No. Hagar had wandered 
aimlessly through the desert. She was focused on her boy, who was dying 
because he had no water. She had given up and was no longer seeking water. She 
only looked for a place to sit down and die. She couldn’t see where she was or 
was in her surrounding, because she wasn’t looking. God opened her eyes and 
she saw the well of water. She walked aimlessly, but God had guided her to a well 
of water. Not just a water puddle for a drink, but to a well of water. All the water 
she needed was at the well. There was an abundant amount of water for as long 
as she needed it.  She gave her son Ishmael water from the well and he was 
revived. 

20 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an 
archer. 21 While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for 
him from Egypt. 

Hagar and Ishmael continued to live in the desert. The Bible says, God was with 
the boy as he grew up. There was plenty of water to drink and Ishmael became an 
archer. Ishmael had mastered the bow and arrow. He would go about the land 
and when he saw game, needed for food, he took it down with the arrow. He was 
a great archer. Hagar and Ishmael had everything they needed to not only survive, 
but to thrive, because God was with him. Whatever Ishmael set out to do, God 
was with him.  

Now that Hagar and Ishmael lived a good life, in the desert, Hagar set out to Egypt 
and got a wife for her son. It’s a sad thing that God didn’t remain with Ishmael 
when he was grown, but he was with him as he was growing. What had changed? 
Hagar got him a wife from Egypt. The people of Egypt were idol worshippers. 
Hagar didn’t get Ishmael a good woman, she got Ishmael a woman who grew up 
an idol worshipper. God tells his people, be careful whom they marry. A Christian 
should always marry another Christian. Just look at the book of First Corinthians. 
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How many Christians fall in love with a non-Christians and believe they will marry 
them then get them to believe the gospel of Christ. Young man or woman, if they 
don’t believe in Christ, before you are married, why should they after you are 
married. Good marriages are based on Faith in Christ. There is nothing as 
beautiful as a good Christian marriage. 

 

We have seen many great lessons, in this partial chapter of Genesis.  

 

  


