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Genesis 20   Abraham and Abimelek 

Genesis 19:27 Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place 
where he had stood before the Lord. 28 He looked down toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from 
the land, like smoke from a furnace. 

Approximately twenty-four hours prior, Abraham was looking down on the plain 
where Sodom and Gomorrah were located. The valley had looked green and was 
covered with crops, pastures of livestock and people. He saw that the whole plain 
of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like the garden of the Lord, like the 
land of Egypt. (Genesis 12) 

Now all he could see was smoke coming from the land, like a furnace. Notice the 
word furnace. This is from the Hebrew word (kibshan). It is a word used for a kiln, 
used to make pottery. It is not a regular fire, like a flame from trees or rubbish 
burning. It is a fire which is much hotter. It would require a lot of heat over a long 
period or a very hot fire to kiln dry pottery. This fire would require more than 
wood, it would require a bellows to blow oxygen into the fire. This is the type of 
heat used in a crematory. A heat so hot it would turn bone into dust and ashes. 
God sent fire and brimstone. The fire was so hot that rock burned, that’s what 
brimstone is, burning rock. Now, the whole plain looked worse than a war zone. It 
was void of all life. There wasn’t so much as a blade of grass, to be seen. Not even 
bones could be found, to show someone had lived there and died in the fire. 
Destruction had come upon the land.  

Lot was spared from the destruction, but there is nothing to indicate Abraham 
knew Lot had survived. If he had, surely Lot would return to his uncle, Abraham. 
Just the day before, Abraham had enjoyed the view from his tent door; was 
blessed by a visit from the Lord and had been excited to find out that Sarah was 
going to give hm a son. Isn’t it amazing, what can happen in a day. This day, 

Abraham no longer enjoyed the view of the valley from his tent anymore. Where 
there was joy, there was now sadness. He decided it was time to move. He’s not 
sure where he is going, so he starts to wonder to the south. He doesn’t seek God, 
he simply tells everyone it’s time to move and they follow. He wanders toward 
the Negev, which is the desert region, south of his home in Mamre.  
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How many times have we enjoyed great blessings from God, only to turn our 
attention to the negative things around us. Abraham had been blessed greatly by 
God. He had a good home, a good wife, many servants, great possessions and 
wealth. As Abraham stood at his tent, he could look to the north, the west or the 
south and see God’s blessings. Rather than focusing on the blessings of God, he 
focuses to the east, at the scorched earth of Sodom. We do the same thing. 
Rather than count our blessing, we focus on the negative around us. Many times, 
we forget or ignore, just how greatly God has blessed us. Abraham’s greatest 
prayer was that God would give him a son through Sarah. Now God says he will 
answer that request, but Abraham is focused on the loss of Lot. We do the same 
thing. Rather than thanking God for the great things He has done, we get 
depressed because we are focusing on negative things.  

Genesis 20:1 Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of the Negev 
and lived between Kadesh and Shur. For a while he stayed in Gerar, 2 and there 
Abraham said of his wife Sarah, “She is my sister.” Then Abimelek king of Gerar 
sent for Sarah and took her. 

When you take your focus off God and His blessings, you start to wander. 
Abraham started to wander. He left his home at Mamre and went to the south to 
the Negev. Now the Negev is a desert region of the Middle East. I live in east 
Texas and it is a beautiful area, full of lakes, rivers and covered in green grass and 
trees. If I were to drive to west Texas, I would enter an area of desert. In west 
Texas, you can drive for hours and never see lakes, rivers or green. Instead of 
green trees and grass, there is sand and some scraggly looking bushes. God didn’t 
tell Abraham to go to the Negev. Abraham got his focus off God and just 
wandered. Abraham was going the wrong way.  

When Abraham wandered, it wasn’t like you and me wandering the countryside. 
When Abraham moved, there was an entire community move with him. There 
were herds of livestock and as many as a thousand servants wandering with him. 
In the Negev, everyone had to be on a constant move, just to find enough grass 
and water for the livestock. For a short time, he lived between Kadesh and Shur. 
Kadesh is a small community, but not large enough for Abraham’s group. Shur is 
the name of the desert region, just past Kadesh. Abraham finally realized the 
desert was not the place to be, so he changed direction and moved to the 
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northwest. This took him toward the green areas near the sea, but not back to 
Mamre. Mamre was a place where Abraham had not only received blessings but 
had built altars to God.  

When you’re walking away from God, you begin to rely on yourself and less on 
God. Abraham looks for a city, which is full of the things of men. He didn’t seek a 
godly city, but went to a city of the Philistines, called Gerar. Abraham didn’t seek 
God’s protection, he tried to make it on his own. Abraham turns back to his old 
ways. Abraham tells Sarah to say she is his sister. Hoping this would keep him 
safe. Abraham had a plan to take care of himself, without God. 

Now Gerar was where Abimelek, king of the Philistines, lived. Abraham believed it 
to be a wicked city. When Abraham was a new believer, he faced a time of 
famine. Rather than trusting God, he went to Egypt, to make it on his own. He 
was afraid of Egypt, because he had heard stories that the king would have a man 
killed, just to take the man’s wife. Abraham had lied to try to save himself and had 
Sarah agree to lie for him. Genesis 12: 10 Now there was a famine in the land, and 
Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was 
severe. 11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what 
a beautiful woman you are. 12 When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is 
his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, so 
that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.” 

Now there was some type of change in Sarah, since receiving the news she would 
soon bare Abraham a child. Sarah had complained that her body was worn out 
and her womb was dead. Sarah didn’t age like women do today. We know this, 
because she was sixty-five years old, when Abraham left Syria, to go to the 
promised land. At that age, Sarah was more beautiful than all the younger women 
of Egypt. She was also healthy enough to have a child. Her concern, at that time, 
was not if she could have a child, but why she hadn’t conceived a child. Now she 
was ninety years old. Something happened to Sarah. God had regenerated Sarah’s 
body. God had taken the ninety-year-old body of Sarah and now she looked as 
good as she did when she was sixty-five. At sixty-five she looked as good as any 
young woman in Egypt. Now at ninety and she was the best-looking woman in the 
land. She looked so good that Abimelek, king of the Philistines, wanted her for his 
wife and took her. 
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3 But God came to Abimelek in a dream one night and said to him, “You are as 
good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.” 

Abimelek had taken Sarah from Abraham and placed her in his harem. She had 
been there for at least days, if not weeks. Abraham was surely sick with worry and 
didn’t know what to do. Now Abraham had a reason to be concerned, because he 
created the reason. God didn’t create the situation, Abraham did.  

Abraham seems to forget about God, but God didn’t forget about Abraham. God 
is always faithful. God had given a promise to Abraham. (Genesis 12) 

God promised to make Abraham’s name great; 

to greatly bless Abraham; 

to make the descendants of Abraham to number as the stars in the sky; 

to bless those who blessed Abraham; to curse those who cursed him and 
promised to bless the whole earth through Abraham. 

The verse doesn’t say the next night God came to Abimelek, it says in a dream 
one night. We don’t know how long Sarah had lived in the house of Abimelek, but 
some time had gone by. Abraham was helpless and there was nothing he could 
do, to get her back. Good thing for Abraham, God was in control. If king Abimelek 
had gone in to Sarah, how could we know if the child she was going to bare, was 
Abraham’s or Abimelek’s? Abraham could have thrown everything away, but God 
was in charge. God would keep his promise to Abraham. God’s blessings didn’t 
come to Abraham, because he was such a good person. God’s blessings to 
Abraham were given as a promise. The bible says, God can’t lie. Hebrews 6:17-18 
God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God 
to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly 
encouraged. Nothing was going to break God’s promise to Abraham.  

The Philistines believed in many gods and idols. Most kings would have priest, 
who would proclaim that their god spoke to them, then they would speak to the 
king. Abraham’s God came directly to Abimelek in his dream. Abimelek didn’t 
need a priest to interpret the dream. God’s message was simple, “You are as good 
as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.” 
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4 Now Abimelek had not gone near her, so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an 
innocent nation? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and didn’t she also 
say, ‘He is my brother’? I have done this with a clear conscience and clean 
hands.” 

Abimelek cries out, in his defense, that he had no knowledge the woman was 
Abraham’s wife. Abimelek’s officials had asked, and Abraham said Sarah was his 
sister. Even Sarah had said Abraham was her brother. Abimelek new God was 
talking about destroying him and his nation. I believe Abimelek knew Abraham’s 
God was the one who had destroyed the land of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abimelek 
feared Abraham’s God.  

6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a clear 
conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did 
not let you touch her. 7 Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he 
will pray for you and you will live. But if you do not return her, you may be sure 
that you and all who belong to you will die.” 

Abimelek wanted God to know that he had not gone in to Sarah, he had not 
defiled Abraham’s wife. He probably intended on taking her, but something came 
up and Abimelek never got the opportunity to take Sarah. God lets him know that 
He prevented Abimelek from going in to Sarah. God had been in control, not 
Abimelek. God tells Abimelek to return Abraham’s wife to him. He lets the king 
know that Abraham is a prophet and speaks for the true God. The king must 
return Sarah to Abraham. If he fails, Abimelek and his kingdom will die. 

8 Early the next morning Abimelek summoned all his officials, and when he told 
them all that had happened, they were very much afraid.  

Abimelek gathers all the men of authority, in his kingdom. He lets them know, we 
messed with the wrong man. His god is God. The king discovered there is a mighty 
God, who will care for those who serve him. Abraham served such a god. Proverbs 
9:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy 
One is understanding. 

9 Then Abimelek called Abraham in and said, “What have you done to us? How 
have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me and my 
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kingdom? You have done things to me that should never be done.” 10 And 
Abimelek asked Abraham, “What was your reason for doing this?” 

Abraham is confronted, because Abraham was wrong. Abraham had not walked 
by faith in God, he tried to get by his own way. Abraham had lied and sinned, to 
survive without God.  Abraham got caught in the lie. Abraham was called before a 
man he had wronged and forced to admit his wrong, before witnesses.  

As a Christian we can’t get away with sin. Many men sin and no one notices. If a 
professing Christian gets caught, everyone notices. There was a man who got 
caught with a prostitute years ago. This is something that happens every day, and 
no one notices or cares. This man everyone noticed, because he was a TV 
evangelist and it was on TV and in the papers. With this man, Satan made sure he 
got caught and God allowed it. It’s a hard thing when a man of God gets taken to 
the wood shed. If you are a child of God, you are going to get caught. Your one of 
God’s kids and more is expected of you. Your life is your witness. People will not 
remember the good things you do. They will not forget the bad things you do.  

11 Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God in this 
place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’ 12 Besides, she really is my 
sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my 
wife. 13 And when God had me wander from my father’s household, I said to 
her, ‘This is how you can show your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, 
“He is my brother.”’” 

Abraham tries to explain why he lied and tries to justify it. Abimelek doesn’t care 
that technically, Abraham didn’t lie about Sarah being his sister. God was not 
angry about that. Abimelek wanted to know why Abraham had not told him Sarah 
was his wife. Man usually fails to admit to doing wrong. This has gone on since the 
day Adam ate of the forbidden fruit. When God confronted Adam about it, 
instead of admitting he had sinned against God, he attempted to blame God. 
Adam said I ate of the fruit, but it was because of the woman you gave me.  

 

14 Then Abimelek brought sheep and cattle and male and female slaves and 
gave them to Abraham, and he returned Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abimelek 
said, “My land is before you; live wherever you like.” 
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Abimelek is afraid of Abraham’s God. Any other man caught lying to Abimelek 
would have been put to death. Abimelek returns Sarah, which is what God 
commanded, but gives Abraham many gifts. He doesn’t want Abraham to say a 
prayer against him. Abimelek would like to banish Abraham and tell him never to 
return to his land, but he is afraid of Abraham’s God. He tells Abraham, if you 
want to settle in this land, you can settle anywhere you want. No one will 
confront you about it.  

 

16 To Sarah he said, “I am giving your brother a thousand shekels of silver. This 
is to cover the offense against you before all who are with you; you are 
completely vindicated.” 

This was probably the law of the land on defiling a virgin. If a man were to come 
before the king with a charge that another man had taken a woman from his 
household, this would be the fine paid to the man who was offended. This was 
the equivalent of saying, the man (king) was wrong and the woman was declared 
clean and not guilty before all men.  

17 Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelek, his wife and his 
female slaves so they could have children again, 18 for the Lord had kept all the 
women in Abimelek’s household from conceiving because of Abraham’s wife 
Sarah. 

God wanted Abimelek and everyone, in his kingdom, to know the power of 
Abraham’s God. Abimelek and all his women came down with something that 
prevented them from having children. This was probably something that was 
visible and involved some painful problem of the sex organs. It could have been 
anything from visual symptoms of some sexual disease or tumors. Even after 
giving Abraham gifts and paying the penalty for Sarah, the kingdom was still 
infected. Not until Abraham personally prayed to God was Abimelek healed. God 
had re-enforced to Abimelek, that Abraham’s God was God. Abimelek believed 
Abraham to be the most powerful man in the land, because of His God.  

Are you walking for God today, or are you living for yourself? If you were to tell 
someone about the God you serve, would they listen? Would they say, “I’ve seen 
your life, your no better than I am”. Would they say, “what’s so good about your 
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god”? You don’t need to go to church to get close to God. Or I’ve seen church 
members who are worse than the town drunk. All they do is point out other’s sin, 
but not their own. How do they see you? Do they see the great faith that 
Abraham is known for or do they see you the way Abimelek saw Abraham, before 
he met Abraham’s God? 

I used to wonder why God would put a story like this in the Bible. God tells it like 
it is. It’s in the Bible, because it was a historical event that happened. The more I 
read it, the more I was glad it was there in writing for everyone to see. I would not 
want to be compared to Abraham and his righteous faith. I look at the faith of Job 
and realize, I could never live up to his faith. Now with Abraham I see the human 
side, the side I can relate to. Even Abraham had his weak moments, but God 
stood firm beside him. Even when Abraham was at his worst, God was faithful 
and true. Now I know when I stumble, God doesn’t turn his back and reject me. 
He sees me at my weakest and doesn’t walk away, even though I continually fall 
short of His righteousness. The only thing that keeps me clean enough to seek 
God is the fact that Jesus shed his precious blood, at the cross of Calvary, and paid 
my penalty for all my sins.  

Have you accepted the forgiveness that was paid by Jesus for your sins? The first 
thing you must do is realize you have a problem. You must see yourself as a sinner 
in need of a Savior. My prayer is God will touch your heart and convict you of your 
sin. You must repent of your sins, that means to turn away from your sins and 
turn to Jesus. You must believe he is the only begotten Son of God, that He did 
not owe a penalty, but suffered the cross of Calvary because of your sin. He shed 
his blood as a payment for your sin. God accepted the payment in full. Jesus was 
buried and on the third day arose bodily from the tomb and is alive today. You 
must come to Him by faith. Once you have received Jesus, you should be baptized 
into a local bible teaching church and learn more about His word. By growing in 
knowledge and understanding of God’s word you will gradually be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind.  God bless. 

 


