
GENESIS 18 Life from a dead womb   NIV 

1 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the 
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing 
nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and 
bowed low to the ground. 

The first thing I see in this scripture is that Abraham was only a man. He made his home near 
some great trees to have some shade, to get away from the heat. Abraham lived in a tent, so he 
could move around. He raised livestock and had great flocks of sheep, goats and herds of camels 
and cattle. He had so much livestock, that he needed to be able to move around to new pasture 
lands as required. He didn’t live in a small tent, such as we would use for camping, but had large 
tents that were set up as living areas. As you approached Abraham’s dwelling, you would see a 
kind of tent city. We know he had enough servants to send out a small army of over 300 fighting 
men. It can be estimated Abraham had hundred of servants, including the 300 fighting men, 
plus younger and older males, plus females and small children. This was a tent community 
surrounded by thousands of livestock.  

Abraham was a man who enjoyed receiving guest, always seeking to make them feel at home 
and seeking to learn of the latest news, in the land. There were no newspapers. If you wanted to 
know what was happening in the world, you invited travelers into your home as guest. Abraham 
sees three men standing nearby. One of them is familiar and Abraham will soon address him as 
his Lord. The one who had bestowed great blessings on him, in the past. He might have looked 
like Melchizedek, the great high priest or Abraham may have recognized Him from a dream, 
when God spoke to him. When Abraham saw and recognized his Lord, he hurried from his tent 
and bowed low to the ground, to honor him.  

3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant 
by. 4 Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest 
under this tree. 5 Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and 
then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” 
they answered, “do as you say.” 

There were not many inns located in the land. It was not uncommon for people living in the 
region to receive guest. These guest Abraham recognizes as being special. When you live in a 
tent and it gets hot outside, you want to eat in the shade of a large tree. This allows you to feel 
the breeze in the area. This is how people lived, before air conditioning. As a good host, he had 
water brought to them to drink and to wash their feet. The trees near Abraham’s tent were well 
known, they were the great trees of Mamre. People had been resting and taking shelter from 
the sun under these trees for many years.  



6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs 
of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 

The bible doesn’t specifically say it, but many believe this was unleavened bread. Abraham 
wanted it baked quickly, while the guest waited for the main course of the meal. She didn’t wait 
around for the bread to rise. 

7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a 
servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk and 
the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he 
stood near them under a tree. 

Notice he didn’t sit and eat with them, he stood near them, under the tree. He didn’t feel worthy 
to eat with his lord.  

9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. 

In many nomadic groups, it is custom that the women didn’t eat with the men. The women 
would eat with the children. The lord had a message for Abraham, but this message was also 
meant for Sarah.  

“There, in the tent,” he said. 

10 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, 
and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance 
to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were already very 
old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing.  

God had promised Abraham  

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

God told Abraham the covenant would be through his son, which would come through Sarah. At 
this time, Sarah and Abraham are too old to have children. Sarah’s womb was dead and unable 
to produce life. It would take a miracle to bring life from the dead womb of Sarah. This is faith. 
Abraham didn’t know how God would bring forth a son from Sarah. He probably believed God 
might be able to bring about the blessing through Ishmael, but God never accepted Hagar as 
Abraham’s wife and would never accept Ishmael as the promised one.  



This is a picture of the resurrection. In the future son of Abraham, God would fulfill his covenant. 
Bringing a child through the womb of Sarah, was bringing life from death. It was a picture of 
God fulfilling the promise of blessing the earth through Abraham, through the resurrected life of 
Jesus the Messiah.  

12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord 
is old, will I now have this pleasure?” 

Did Sarah laugh out of unbelief or because she thought it was funny for a woman her age to 
have a child? She thought it was funny.  

Hebrews 11:11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was 
delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, [so many] as the stars of the 
sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 

It's possible she may have had a moment of doubt, but her faith kicked in and she later gave 
birth to the child Isaac.  

13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really 
have a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will 
return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

God is in the miracle business. Remember, Is anything to hard for the Lord? You may be going 
through a struggle and can’t see a way out of it, turn it over to God. When life gets you down 
and you get tired and can’t see any hope, turn it over to God. How many times do we think, God 
doesn’t have time for our little problems, I’ll wait until I have a big problem, then I’ll go to God. 
Is there any problem you will ever have that is a big problem for God? If you can’t pay for food 
this week, turn it over to God. If your car has broke down, turn it over to God. If you have cancer 
and the doctors say there is no hope. Turn it over to God. If you have a child or a grandchild and 
they are headed down the wrong road and you don’t know what to do. Turn it over to God. 
Sarah’s faith is weak, she believes. God doesn’t try to convince her of His power and glory. God 
simply says, this time next year, you will have a son.  

15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, 
you did laugh.” 

Sarah was caught in a moment of weakness. She tried to hide her doubt, but you can’t hide 
anything from God. God doesn’t punish or condemn her. He knows she lied, because she was 
afraid. How many times have you asked God for something and later doubted yourself? God is 
faithful in all things. Sometimes we think He has forgotten us, but everything happens in God’s 
time. Sarah had waited and given up on her dream to give Abraham a son, but God didn’t 
forget. He knows the perfect time, and this was it.  



16 When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and 
Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 17 Then the Lord 
said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely 
become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed 
through him. 19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, 
so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.” 

Abraham’s Lord was on a mission. The first part of the mission was to assure Abraham that the 
promise would be fulfilled. Through Abraham the whole earth would be blessed.  

Galatians 16:16 

The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say, “and to 
seeds,” meaning many, but “and to your seed,” meaning One, who is Christ. 

 The promise of the covenant with Abraham would come through the son (Isaac) born to Sarah. 
It would lead through many generations to the promised one, Jesus.  

The second part of the mission was to bring judgement on sin. It almost looks like the Lord is 
indecisive, but nothing could be further from the truth. The Lord affirms, Abraham will become a 
great and powerful nation and all the earth will be blessed through him. Abraham not only 
became a great and powerful nation, but many nations and kings came through the line of 
Abraham. Abraham will be great, because God had chosen him. Of all the people of the earth, 
God knew Abraham would direct his children and his household. He will not tell them how to 
follow and believe in the Lord, Abraham will show them how to follow the Lord. It’s not just a 
matter of sitting our children down and telling them how to live, we have an obligation a 
commitment to show them how to walk.  

Abraham didn’t obey the word of God and walk in a life of righteousness to be accepted by God, 
he did it because he was accepted of God.  

Fathers should walk a life of righteousness, but many don’t know how. First put your faith in 
God that He has accepted you, because of what Jesus did and not because of what you have 
done. How can a man live a righteous life? Jesus said, believe in God with your heart and love 
your neighbor as yourself. You can’t begin a righteous walk without starting with Jesus. You 
must receive the Holy Spirit of God, which can only come from faith in Jesus Christ. You must 
first see yourself as a sinner before God. Once God has put it on your heart, that you are a 
sinner, you must Repent of your sins and ask God for forgive you, because Jesus paid the penalty 
for your sins on the cross of Calvary. He took the sin debt that you had and nailed it to the cross 
of Calvary. Your sins were placed on Jesus, as he hung on that cross. The sin debt was paid in full 
and all your sins were forgiven. God let us know the sin debt was paid when Jesus bodily arose 
from the grave and is alive today.  


