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Second Sunday after Epiphany 

ELW Service of the Word Sunday, January 17, 2021 

Parking Lot Service 93.3 FM Tablet: Guest2020 

Live Streaming Music used with permission from CCLI license #2078003 

Setting 10 

 

Prelude                                           Morning Star ~ Balcombe               (public domain) 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 211) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

Gathering Song                             “Listen, God Is Calling”                                    ELW #513 
(This hymn is used with permission from CCLI License #11245714) 
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Greeting (ELW p. 213) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 204) 

 

Prayer of the Day (ELW p. 22) 

Let us pray.  

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 

benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 

nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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First Reading: 

A reading from the First book of Samuel (3:1-20) 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 

  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 

he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 

did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 

LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 

got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the 

LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 

you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place. 

  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to 

do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I 

will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For 

I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, 

because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to 

the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering 

forever.” 

  15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel 

was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, 

“Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so 

to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told 

him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems 

good to him.” 

  19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the 

LORD. 

The Word of the Lord.         Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 139: (1-6, 13-18) 

You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1) 

1 LORD, you have searched me out; 

   O LORD, you have known me. 

 

2 You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

   you discern my thoughts from afar. 
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3 You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

   and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 

4 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

   but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  

 

5 You encompass me, behind and before, 

   and lay your hand upon me. 

 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

   it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 

13 For you yourself created my inmost parts; 

   you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 

14 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 

   your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  

 

15 My body was not hidden from you, 

   while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 

16 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in 

your book; 

   my days were fashioned before they came to be. 

 

17 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 

   How great is the sum of them! 

 

18 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

   to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  

You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1) 

 

Second Reading: 

A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (6:12-20). 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 

but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 

food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but 

for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 

power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 

members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 

whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 

one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! 
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Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 

itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 

have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore 

glorify God in your body. 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation (ELW p. 205) 

 

 

Gospel: 

The Holy Gospel according to John (1:43-51) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 

him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked 

him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will 

see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.               Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children's Minute & Sermon      The Rev. Melinda M. Artman 
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Hymn of the Day                                 “Here I Am Lord”                               ELW #574 
(This hymn is used with permission from CCLI License #11245714) 

 
Creed (ELW p. 104) 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all people in need. 

For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, that 

following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has marvelously 

made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and military 

personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to all people, 

especially the most vulnerable, let us pray. 
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Have mercy, O God. 

 

For our state houses and our nation’s capitol, and for our democracy that they may be defended 

from all peril and all may be kept from home, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who are 

imprisoned or homebound especially Milt Kessler, Barbara Morrone, Betty Mix, Jim Mullen, 

Mary Schweiger, Kay Shabazian Ditchik, Kristin Vasey, David Webster, Joy Williams, Bristol 

Jolean Harvey, Camille Seftick, Susan Halton, Chuck Halton, Val Fernandino, Olivia McGee, 

Irene Fountain, Ashley Stevens, Shelia Slawta & Family,  Ellen Payhtilla, and all of the staff at 

the Robert Packer Hospital, that God console all who suffer, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us online for the first time or returning, and for those 

absent from our assembly, that all who seek to know God are nourished by word and sacrament, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, that their lives give us a vision of the 

gospel in action, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 

dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving for the Word (ELW p. 220) 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 

God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 

For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 



10 

 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (ELW p. 221) 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing (ELW p. 221) 

The works of God are wonderful and YOU are marvelously made. 

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Sending Song                            “On What Has Now Been Sown”                         ELW #550 
(This hymn is in the public domain) 
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Dismissal (ELW p. 222) 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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