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Why Faith? 

Introduction 

 

Why do we need to know about faith? Don’t we know everything we need to know about faith? 

Not likely. The idea of faith is woven thru the Bible from Deuteronomy to Revelation.  

 

Deuteronomy 32:20 (KJV)  
20  And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they 

are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith. (Not faithful and have no 

truth in them) 

 

Revelation 14:12 (KJV)  
12  Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, 

and the faith of Jesus.  
 

There are some pretty good reasons for us to study and learn all we can about faith. If you go 

through your days wondering why you are not receiving or hearing from God like you think you 

should, then maybe it’s time to examine where your faith in God is. 

 

Let me quickly give you 4 reasons why you need to be well developed in faith as a believer in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

(1) Without faith it is impossible to please God 

• This is probably the most important reason and why I have it listed first 

• Being pleasing to God is something we all should strive for 

 

Hebrews 11:6 (KJV)  
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 

that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

• Mark 11:22 says “Have Faith in God” 

• How horrible it would be for us to believe that God can answer your prayer, or heal your 

body, or meet your need, but don’t know that He wants to or will do it. 

• Our responsibility is the believing. God’s responsibility is the timing of your miracle. 

 

(2) We are saved through faith 

• Faith in the work that Jesus did in His life and on the cross is required to be saved from 

sin. 

 

Ephesians 2:8 (KJV)  
8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
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(3) The just shall live by faith 

• God has called us to live a life of faith and not despair  

 

Habakkuk 2:4 (KJV)  
4  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.  

• This is the second place faith is found in the old testament 

• We are the justified 

 

Romans 1:17 (KJV)  
17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 

The just shall live by faith.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (KJV)  
7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  
 

(4) Our faith is how we overcome the world 

• Faith is what we need to see our needs met, and to have strength to overcome all the darts 

of the enemy 

 

1 John 5:4 (KJV)  
4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 

overcometh the world, even our faith. 

 
Question: What is it telling you? Faith gives you the victory over the world and what it can 

through at you. 

 

So, join me today as we look at faith from the Bible viewpoint as we answer the question “Why 

faith?” 

 

1. What is faith? 

 

Before we go any further, let’s go ahead and answer the question, “What is faith?” Why don’t we 

use the Bible to answer a Bible question? 

 

Hebrews 11:1 (KJV)  
1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  
 

From this scripture we see a couple of truths. 

• Faith is a substance. (It’s real, its tangible, like wind) You don’t see it but you know 

when its blowing. 

• It’s the substance of hope.  So, you must have hope to make your faith work. 

• Faith is the proof of those things not seen. NOT hope. Faith sees what hope looks for. 
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Hebrews 11:1 (NLT2)  
1 Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance 

about things we cannot see.  
 

Hebrews 11:1 (GW) God’s Word 
1  Faith assures us of things we expect and convinces us of the existence of things we 

cannot see.  
 

Each of these different translations give us a pretty good picture of what faith is. We see words 

like confidence, assurance. 

 

Faith is most often translated as G4102 pistis  

The KJV translates Strong's G4102 in the following manner:  

faith (239x), assurance (1x), believe (with G1537) (1x), belief (1x), them that 

believe (1x), fidelity (1x). 

 

Faith is also translated as faithfulness, faithful, faithfully, truth. 

 

Let’s take a quick look at how faith works. 

 

2. How does faith work? 

 

The short answer is faith works by love. If you do not have love one for another, your faith 

WILL NOT WORK. Over and over again faith and love are spoken of in the same verse and 

show that faith and love work together. 

• Love for one another 

• Love for the brethren 

 

NOTE: We also saw that faith is the substance of hope, so it needs hope to work, but working 

faith works by love. 

 

Galatians 5:6 (KJV)  
6  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith 

which worketh by love.  

 

Ephesians 3:17 (KJV)  
17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in 

love,  

 

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (KJV)  
3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;  

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=faith*+G4102
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=assurance*+G4102
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=believe*+G1537+G4102
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=belief*+G4102
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=%22them+that+believe%22+G4102
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=%22them+that+believe%22+G4102
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=fidelity*+G4102
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1 Timothy 1:14 (KJV)  
14  And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ 

Jesus.  
 

Question: Do you get a sense yet that faith and love working together are important? 

 

1 Corinthians 13:13 (KJV)  
13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 
 

NOTE: If your lacking in love for one another, your lacking in faith and its likely you are not 

seeing the answers to prayer like you want.  

 

Let’s ask another question. 

 

3. Can my faith be measured? 

 

Maybe another way of looking at this question is to ask another question. How do I know if I 

have a lot of faith or a little bit of faith? Can faith be measured in that term? 

 

Romans 12:3 (KJV)  
3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think 

of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 

dealt to every man the measure of faith.  
 

ONLY TWO PEOPLE WERE EVER DESCRIBED AS FULL OF FAITH 

 

Acts 6:8 (KJV)  
8  And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.  
 

NOTE: The other 6 men who were picked to wait on tables were full of the Holy Ghost, but 

Stephen was full of faith and power. 

 

Acts 11:24 (KJV) (Barnabas) 
24  For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was 

added unto the Lord.  
 

Jesus told many they had little faith, including the disciples. Let’s look at some reasons why. 

 

LITTLE FAITH COMES BECAUSE OF THE FOLLOWING  

• Trusting too little 

• Being fearful 

• Being in doubt 

• Reason away the answer 
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Matthew 6:30 (KJV) (teaching on don’t be concerned about natural needs) 
30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is 

cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?  
 

(G3640) ol-ig-op'-is-tos; Of little faith, or trusting two little. (This little faith is found in these 

scriptures below) 

 

Matthew 8:26 (KJV)  
26  And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and 

rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.  

• Being Fearful causes faith to be little 

 

Matthew 14:31 (KJV) (Peter walking on the water) 
31  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O 

thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  

• Doubting causes little faith to be manifested  

 

Matthew 16:8 (KJV)  
8  Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye 

among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?  
 

(Reason) dee-al-og-id'-zom-ahee; from G1223 and G3049; to reckon thoroughly, i.e. (genitive 

case) to deliberate (by reflection or discussion):—cast in mind, consider, dispute, muse, reason, 

think. 

• Sometimes we can just reason away our believing and our miracle. 

 

Important: Faith failure areas 

• Faith can fail: Luke 22:32 

• Faith can be cast off: 1 Timothy 5:12 

• Faith can be lacking: 1 Thessalonians 3:10 

• Faith can be made void: Romans 4:14 

• You can be faithless: John 20:27 (Thomas) 

• Faith can be weak: Romans 14:1  

 

ABRAHAM IS OUR EXAMPLE OF HOW WE CAN BE STRONG IN FAITH. 

 

Remember we walk by faith and not by sight. (2 Cor 5:7) 

 

Romans 4:19-20 (KJV)  
19  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was 

about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  
20   He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 

giving glory to God;  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G1223
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3049
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• He did not consider the natural circumstances 

• He did not have doubt 

• He believed God’s promises 

• He gave glory to God 

 

Looking at Abraham in this way, it leads us to the next question. 

 

4. Can Faith can be increased? 

 

Yes, faith can be increased. It can be measured, so it can be increased. 

 

It can’t be increased by asking for it to be increased or praying for it. The disciples asked Jesus to 

increase their faith in Luke 17:5, and he told them about the mustard seed grain.  

• Starts small and grows to a large plant. 

 

Let’s look at what Paul teaches us about faith growing. 

 

Romans 10:17 (KJV)  
17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
 

NOTE: Faith can be increased by hearing the Word of God. 

 

Let me give you two other scriptures that show faith can be increased. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:15 (KJV)  
15  Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having 

hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule 

abundantly,  

 
NOTE: Paul is saying that when faith is increased, it will cause you to want to give to the work 

of Christ. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 (KJV)  
3  We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your 

faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other 

aboundeth;  

 
NOTE: Here Paul is saying that when your faith is growing exceedingly, the love of God will 

abound from you toward one another. It’s not even referring to loving those in the world, but 

loving one another. The brothers and the sisters in the faith. 
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5. How long do I need faith? 

 

Faith is needed all the days that you are alive on this earth. We don’t know if you need it in 

heaven, but you need it here. 

 

Hebrews 12:2 (KJV)  
2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.  

 

1 Peter 1:9 (KJV)  
9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.  

 
There will come a time in our lives where we quit breathing on earth and start breathing in 

heaven. So we have a mandate to keep walking in faith, learning about it and to be faithful in 

working out our lives in faith. 

 

 

Closing 

 

Time does not allow me to go into the following here: 

 

• Faith is a shield: Ephesians 6:16 

• Faith should ground and settle you: Colossians 1:23; 2:7 

• Your life should be an example of faith: 1 Timothy 4:12 

• There is a fight of faith: 1 Timothy 6:12 

• Faith can be heard: Philemon 1:5 

• Righteousness is by faith: Romans 9:30 

• We have access to grace by faith: Romans 5:1-2 

• Words and faith can be mixed: Hebrews 4:2 

• Your faith can be tried: James 1:3; 1 Peter 1:7 

• There is a prayer of faith: James 5:15 

• We are to follow after faith: 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22 
 


