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Don’t Tear Your Garments 
Introduction 
 
Today we are going to look at scriptures that will help us know where to turn when we face trials 
in our lives. Some trials and events are so difficult that you don’t know where to turn or know 
what to say. 
 
The scripture gives us a beautiful picture of God’s desire for us to turn to Him, when we face 
these trials in our lives. Open your bibles; we are going to look at a message entitled “Don’t Tear 
Your Garments.” 
 
1. Setting the stage 
 
Job 2:12-13 (KJV)  
12  And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their 
voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads 
toward heaven.  
13  So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake 
a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great. 
 
Can you imagine that what you are seeing or going thru something so bad that you can’t say a 
word for seven days? 
 
NOTE: There are times when you do not have words to say. Other times you do, but you need to 
be silent. We need to learn to be quiet at times. 
 
In the old days when a person was going through agony of any manner that in their minds was 
too much to bear, they would tear their garments, put ash on their head, or even wear sackcloth 
and sit in ashes. This would signify the deep agony they were in.  
 
If they humbled themselves before God in this state, God would recognize that humbling and 
work on their behalf in one way or another. 
 
Example 1: Josiah King of Judah heard the words of the Lord and humbled himself. God 
sent the prophet to him. (2 Chronicles 34) 
 

• Josiah – 8 years old when he started to reign 
• 16 years old when he started cleaning the land 
• 24 years old when he began repairing the house of the Lord 
• Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law and gave it to Shapan who took it to the King 
• The King read the book of the law and was greatly grieved by what he read 
• 2 Chronicles 34:19 the king tore his clothes 
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• V21 – he commanded to go inquire of the Lord 
• The prophet gave the word of the Lord and that God was going to judge the nation for 

their sin  
• But He gave the King this message: 

 
2 Chronicles 34:27 (KJV)  
27  Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou 
heardest his words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst 
thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I have even heard 
thee also, saith the LORD. 
 
We may experience this kind of agony in many ways. 

• It could be a physical issue we are having 
• It could be that everything has been taken from us 
• It could be that we have suffered a devastating loss of a loved one and we cannot bear it 

 
Example 2: The correction of Moses, after Aarons sons burned strange fire before the Lord. 
(Nadab and Abithu) Fire came out from the Lord and devoured them. 
 
Leviticus 10:6-7 (KJV)  
6  And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not 
your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: 
but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath 
kindled.  
7  And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: 
for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of 
Moses. 
 
NOTE: Don’t tear your clothes when you’re in the presence of the Lord 
 
Example 3: The high priest shall not rend his clothes or garments 
 
Leviticus 21:10 (KJV)  
10  And he that is the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was 
poured, and that is consecrated to put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor 
rend his clothes; 
 
You see the high priest had God as his sufficient one. He was to turn to the Lord in his agony. He 
was NOT to have the appearance of going thru something that was too great to bear. 
 
God would be all that he needed, and supply his every need and be his comforter. He was not to 
look elsewhere for relief and comfort. 
 
Having laid a foundation, let’s contrast the garments of the High Priest and that of Jesus. 
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2. The Garments of the High Priest (Mark 14) 
 
Jesus has been arrested, and taken before the religious leaders. He has been slapped, spit on, 
mocked and falsely accused.  
 
In this chapter we can read these events unfolding. 

• Jesus is anointed for burial when the women came with the alabaster of oil  
• Judas went to the chief priests to betray Jesus 
• Jesus celebrates the Passover with the disciples 
• Jesus foretells Peters denial 
• Jesus prays in Gethsemane 
• Finally, Jesus is betrayed and arrested and is eventually taken before the high priest and 

questioned. 
 
Mark 14:61-64 (KJV)  
61  But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said 
unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?  
62  And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  
63  Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses?  
64  Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty 
of death. 
 
Here the high priest has the Son of God standing before him, and Jesus tells him He is the Son of 
the Blessed, and the high priest tears his cloths.  
 
He violates a commandment that has been part of the law of God for centuries. For him, God the 
Father was not enough for his anger. 
 
The very one who was about to give His life for the sins of the world is standing before him, and 
Jesus was not enough for him. Even God was not enough for him at this point. 
 
NOTE: In our grief or crisis, let us NOT treat Jesus as though He is not enough. 
 
3. The Garments of Christ 
 
When Jesus was on the cross, the scripture was fulfilled in a way not realized by those who 
witnessed His crucifixion. The robe or coat of Jesus was not torn, because Jesus our High Priest 
placed His trust in God who was more than enough for Him. 
 
Psalm 22:18 (KJV)  
18  They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 
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John 19:23-24 (KJV)  
23  Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven 
from the top throughout.  
24  They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it 
shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among 
them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. 
 
The Roman guards did not know they were pawns in God’s plan to fulfill the scripture in many 
ways. 
 
Although we see that the outer coat of Jesus was not torn, he bore in His body, the marks of 
being torn to an unrecognizable person. Those tear marks and bruises were there to pay the price 
of our sin and rebellion against God. 
 
4. The Temple Veil 
 
There was another garment that God chose to tear that day. One that opened the door for each of 
us to come to God at all times with no restrictions. 
 
Mark 15:37-39 (KJV)  
37  And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost.  
38  And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.  
39  And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and 
gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of God. 
 
That veil that only the high priest could go past once a year, was ripped in two. The Holy of 
Holies was open to everyone. 
 
God would become sufficient for all of mankind. He would soon send the Holy Spirit to the 
believers and fill them with power. 
 
The veil that once held back the wrath of God, now welcomed the world to come and speak to 
Him directly.  
 
Through the death of Jesus all of mankind was reconciled to God, because the price for sin was 
paid. 
 
5. What should We Rend or Tear? 
 
Today we do not tear our clothes or garments before the Lord. That is not what God is asking 
for. He asks us to humble our hearts before Him. 
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This word that God gave Joel is still a word for today. In the midst of your trial, tribulation, or 
times of agony, we are called to not tear our garments in pain. We are to come to God. 
 
Joel 2:12-13 (KJV)  
12  Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:  
13  And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.  
 
Promise 
 
Isaiah 61:10 (KJV)  
10  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 
a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her 
jewels. 
 
Isaiah 61:3 (KJV)  
3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be 
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.  
 
Psalm 30:11-12 (KJV)  
11 Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and 
girded me with gladness;  
12 To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, I 
will give thanks unto thee for ever.  
 
 
Benediction 
	
1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NLT)  
23  Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.  
	
	
	
	
	


