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How to be led by the Spirit 
Introduction 
 
Question: Have you ever heard your mind speak? Of course, you have. We don’t hear it out 
loud, but our mind can speak loudly. We hear our mind speak on the inside of us. 
 
Some of us have said this before; “I am going to give that person a piece of my mind.” What you 
are saying is that you want to physically verbalize what your mind is thinking. If you like science 
fiction like I do, you might then hear the words “Danger Will Robinson”. 
 
Today, we are not going to talk about the voice of the mind. However, we are going to look at 
the topic of “How to be led the Spirit”.  We could even say; “How to know the difference 
between the voice of your spirit and the voice of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Your spirit and the Holy Spirit each have a voice that is distinct and different. As believers, we 
need to know what each sound like and develop a habit of paying attention to them. This is part 
of being a mature Christian. Without this, you stay a baby Christian and most often carnal in 
your life. 
 
John 14:15-18 (KJV)  
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.  
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever;  
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  
18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  
 
The HS is a comforter, advocate, guide, intercessor, counselor (helper - paracleat) 
 
John 16:13 (KJV)  
13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
shew you things to come. 
 
Important Note: The Spirit of Truth will guide you in all your affairs of life not just the spiritual 
ones. 

• He will lead you in a job search, buying a home or car, picking the correct spouse 
• He will lead you in an unlimited amount of ways if you learn to hear and pay attention 

 
Let’s review how we are made up. 

• We are a spirit man (the real you) 
• We have a soul (mind and emotions) This is where we naturally reason. 
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• We live in a body 
 
When we were born again, it was our spirit that was born again. Not our mind or body. Those 
need to be renewed, subdued, and brought under the authority of the word of God. 

• Romans 12:2 Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind 
 
NOTE: The Holy Spirit is one with your spirit just as He is one with God 

• Our recreated / new spirit is perfect and in complete union with the Holy Spirit.  
• The Holy Spirit is in complete union with God. 

 
Today join me as we look at how to identify and obey the voice of the Holy Spirit and our spirit. 
 
1. Inward Witness – The voice of the Spirit – Bearing Witness 
 
Romans 8:14 (KJV)  
14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
 
Romans 8:16 (KJV)  
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  
 
Sons and daughters of God should be expected to be led by the Spirit of God. 
 
Think about this marvelous truth: 
 
The way God lets you know that the new birth, which is the most important thing that will ever 
happen to you, has happened to you, is through “bearing witness” with your spirit. 

• This critical way that God leads you to let you know you are saved, is the same way that 
God will lead in the other affairs of life 

• The inward witness is the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking to your spirit 
• He bears witness to what is right 

 
You know you are a child of God, because God’s Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are 
his children. 

• This is why you believe so strongly about your salvation 
• You are convinced that you know, that you know, because you believe it down on the 

inside of you 
 
Note: The primary way for the leading of the Holy Spirit is by the inward witness.  

• It’s like a green light on the inside of you telling you to do something 
• Something like a red light would be to stop you or tell you not to go 

 
Note: This is even more important than having peace. Often we are waging a war on the inside 
of us. 

• Sometimes your mind will want one thing but your spirit will want another 
• Sometimes your flesh will want something but your spirit is saying something else 
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Learn to listen to the inward witness 
The Holy Spirit is the guide that each of us can have to lead us 

 
Story of my house in Kansas – Having the witness to just wait on the Lord. 

• My natural man could not understand why it did not sell 
• I commanded, demanded, rebuked, fasted, prayed, cried – still nothing 
• I had the sense that God was preparing the right person to buy the house 
• Thru the inward witness, I knew that God was going to use us to bless another couple 
• My inward witness was strong to trust him finally 
• Before the house sold, I made back in increased salary the full amount that I lost by 

selling my house for what I owed on it 
 
Let’s look at some scriptures that help us understand the work of the Holy Spirit in us. 
 
Proverbs 20:27 (KJV)  
27  The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.  
  
John 1:4 (KJV)  
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  
 
God will enlighten us through our spirit. It is the candle of the Lord. 

• When you don’t understand something, it’s because you have not been enlightened, or in 
other words, the understanding has not come so the light on the matter has not come 

 
God will guide you through your spirit.  

• You are a spirit being because you are made in the likeness and image of God 
• Remember: His desire is to lead you in all the affairs of life. Not just the spiritual ones. 

 
1 John 5:6 (KJV)  
6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by 
water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 
 
God is inside of you 
The Holy Spirit is abiding in your spirit.  

• It is your spirit that picks up information from the Holy Spirit and then passes it on to 
your mind by an inward intuition, or inward witness. 

 
Note: We know the Holy Spirit resides in us, but we often think God and Jesus resides outside of 
us. Because He is one with the Spirit and Father, we have the full God head making their abode 
with us. 
 
Look at these three scriptures: 
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John 14:23 (KJV)  
23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 (KJV)  
16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  
 

2 Corinthians 6:16 (KJV)  
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.  
 
Note: If God is dwelling in us – and He is – then that is where He will speak to us. 
 
2. Inward Voice (Conscience) Voice of your spirit 
 
Your spirit has a voice and it will speak to you – just as the outward man has a voice. We call 
this voice the conscience or the still small voice. 

• We most often hear this voice when we have right or wrong decisions to make 
 
Romans 9:1 (KJV)  
1  I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy 
Ghost,  
 
Acts 23:1 (KJV)  
1  And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this day.   

• Paul is saying that in spite all I have done, I have a clear conscience 
 
Question: Can you trust the inward voice speaking truth to you? 
 
Before I answer that, let’s evaluate the state of the inward man first.  

• First, he is a new creature, a brand new man in Christ 
• Secondly, old things have passed away – the nature of the devil in his spirit is gone 
• Thirdly, all things have become new – in his spirit, not in his body and mind 
• He now has the nature of God in his spirit 

 
Answer: Yes, you can trust the inward voice if it is born again. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV)  
17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. 
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A person who has NOT been born again could not follow the voice of his spirit. His spirit is 
unregenerate. His conscience would permit him to do anything. 
 
Look at the scripture in Titus who describes the conscience of the unbeliever. 
 
Titus 1:15 (KJV)  
15  Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is 
nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 
 
When you have the life and nature of God in you, your conscience will NOT permit you to do 
just anything. And if you are born again, you have the life of God in you. 
 
Let’s look at what Christ did for you in relation to your conscience. 
 
Hebrews 9:14 (KJV)  
14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God? 
 
Let’s look at some differences in the voice of the Holy Spirit and the voice of your spirit. 
 
Important: When the Holy Spirit speaks, it is more authoritative.  

• Where you hear that voice is still in your spirit  
 
Example of Holy Spirit authoritative voice 
Story of God healing me of asthma 

• I have healed you of asthma 
• Did not feel a thing when he said it 
• But the voice was so strong that it removed all doubt of the healing 
• This voice was to my spirit by the Spirit of God 

 
Another example of the inward voice speaking: 
I was speaking at another church, and the inward voice told me to call a woman forward for 
prayer after I had finished teaching. 

• The inward witness simply led me to call her forward and anoint her with oil and pray for 
her healing 

• I obeyed and she came forward and we prayed. 
• She came barely able to walk and walking with a cane 
• She left carrying her cane 
• I prayed and believed for a complete new kidney 
• That week she was called to come to the hospital and get a new kidney. 
• She had been twice before and was not able to receive it 
• She is doing great and continues to declare God’s work in her life 
• Later, in prayer, it was revealed to me that she received exactly what she believed 

according to her faith 
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Friends, I tell you that if you would learn to follow your spirit, your inner voice, you would learn 
to take advantage of the life and nature of God in your life. 
 
3. Be Tender Hearted – Receiving Correction 
 
Let’s talk about the correction of God in our lives. How does He do it? We all know about 
consequences to our actions in life. But friends, don’t let the enemy tell you that God has given 
you cancer to punish you or to help you learn to trust Him. You’re not under the wrath of God if 
you have received Him into your life. 
 
Let’s look at some ways that we are corrected in our lives. 
 
1 John 3:20-21 (KJV)  
20  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.  
21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 
 
(G2607) Condemn means to find fault, to blame, to accuse. 
 
Question: Does the Holy Spirit condemn you if you do wrong as a Christian? NO 

• It is your spirit that condemns you. 
• You need to understand that you are going to hear something when you do wrong. 
• Your conscience is going to beat up on you. (The voice of your spirit) 
• Praise God we have a way to know when we mess up, so we can make it right 

 
The Holy Spirit will not condemn you. Why, because God does not. He does correct however. 
 
Romans 8:1 (KJV)  
1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

• It stands to reason there is condemnation or conviction if you walk according to the flesh 
 
The Holy Spirit will convict or reprove the world of sin, but not you. 
 
John 16:7-11 (KJV)  
7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  
8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment:  
9  Of sin, because they believe not on me;  
10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;  
11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
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(G1651) Let’s look at the word convict / reprove: 
• By conviction – bring to light, to expose 
• To find fault with, to correct 
• To reprehend severely, admonish, reprove 
• To call to account, to show one’s fault,  
• The world - the ungodly multitude; the whole mass of men alienated from God, and 

therefore hostile to the cause of Christ 
 
It is the voice of your own of your spirit – your conscience -  that knows when you have done 
wrong. It is his (your spirit’s) job to correct you via your conscience. 
 
Important: Even when you have done wrong, and though your spirit condemns you, the Holy 
Spirit is there to comfort you, help you and show you the way back. Jesus called Him the 
comforter. 
 
The seven fold meaning of the word comforter is brought out in the Amplified Bible. This 
scripture takes us back to where we started in this message. 
 
John 14:16 AMP 
16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter (Counselor, Helper, 
Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby), that He may remain with you 
forever— 
 
The Holy Spirit is all of these. He will stand by you when nobody else will. He will help you. 
 
Note: Keep your heart tender by obeying the voice of your spirit and doing what the inward 
witness is leading you to do. If you do wrong, quickly repent of it and turn away from that 
situation. 
 
Church, unless you keep a tender heart, spiritual things will be indistinct to you.  
 
Because your conscience is the voice of your spirit – and it is – that voice and conscience will 
relate to your mind what the Spirit of God is saying to you down in your heart. 
 
The Bible even talks about a having a conscience seared with a hot iron. (1 Timothy 4:2) 
 
Learn to keep a tender heart. Learn the minute you miss it and your conscience condemns you, to 
correct it right away. Don’t wait for some other time where it might be more convenient. 
 
You need keep your spirit tender if you are going to be led by the spirit. 
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Closing 
 
I want to close with these words. 
 
I have missed it as a Christian many times. My spirit has never missed it. 
 
1 John 3:9 (KJV)  
9  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God. 
 
My mind and body have had dominance many times. Just as it has for you. But God desires that 
we change that and let his Spirit lead and guide us in all the areas of our life. 
 
We need to repent each time we miss it and set our heart to obey the voice of the Lord in our life. 
 
If you have things going wrong in your life, ask yourself what voice are you listening to? The 
voice of your spirit, the voice of your conscience. What is the inward witness telling you? 
 
Pray in the Spirit. Pray until you have a word from the Lord. Make sure that word aligns with 
His written word. 
 
Time of Prayer 
 
 
 


