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10 – Faith and Love 

Introduction 

 

In previous sessions, we have looked at faith and hope, faith and power and faith and patience. 

Faith never works on its own. In this session, we are going to look at how faith and love work 

together. 

 

On the surface, it seems like a strange combination. Faith and love. But it’s not strange at all. 

The Bible clearly teaches us that we must walk in love toward one another. Even towards our 

enemies.  

 

Matthew 5:43-44 (KJV)  
43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  
44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 

you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  

 

If we show love one for another we are demonstrating the very nature of God, for God is love. 

 

1 John 4:8 (KJV)  
8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

 

I think we can safely say that to love one another is pleasing to God. There are many ways to 

show love one to another. There are different people, places and events that come into or occur 

in our life that allows us to show that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. (Romans 5:5) 

 

Hebrews tells us: 

 

Hebrews 11:6 (KJV)  
6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he 

is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

 

So, we have the God of Love, commanding us to love one another. And we see that it takes faith 

to please God. It’s easy to see that faith and love are a natural combination of forces in our lives.  

 

In fact, we are going to see that faith and love must work together for faith to be a successful 

functioning faith. 

 

Join me today and we look at the Bible study, “Faith and Love”. 
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1. Faith Works by Love 

 

The first thing we need to understand is that faith works by love. It could not be more simple to 

understand. If you do not walk in love towards others, faith for yourself in your situation most 

likely will not work until you deal with the lack of love. 

 

Galatians 5:6 (KJV)  
6  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith 

which worketh by love. 

 

Faith works by love. 

 

If your faith is not working or seems to be struggling any, then we might need to look at our lives 

and see if we have a love issue with anyone.  

 

The word love in Galatians 5:6 is translated “Agape” in the Greek. Agape love is described as 

affection, good will, love, benevolence, brotherly love. 

 

Are you struggling with showing good will towards others? Do you have issues with showing 

brotherly love towards the brethren. 

 

John 13:35 (KJV)  
35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 

Jesus taught extensively on love for one another. The disciples did as well in their writings. If 

you do not have love prevailing in your life, you are going to struggle in your faith. Faith will not 

function properly when there is a struggle with the love walk. 

 

Now love comes in all forms, but for the sake of this study, think of love in the concept of how 

you treat others. As you look at your life and actions, are you able to see where you might have 

missed it concerning someone or something?  

 

If you have something on the inside of you telling you that you need to address some area in 

your life, you will want to hear and heed that voice and make right in that area. 

 

1 Corinthians 13 is the great love chapter of the New Testament. In verse 13 the Apostle Paul 

tells us the importance of love over even faith and hope. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:13 (KJV)  
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.  

 

Faith, hope and love work together but the greatest is love. You cannot get faith and hope to be 

functioning correctly if you are struggling in walking in love towards others. Often this struggle 

is just an attitude about something or someone.  
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When we are born again, and the Holy Spirit comes to live within us, He, the Holy Spirit seeds 

within us His characteristics called the fruit of the Spirit. This fruit if allowed to take precedence 

in our lives, will help us so that we can live in victory and have a successful love walk in our life. 

 

If you as a Christian do not allow all the fruits of the Holy Spirit to operate in your life, then you 

will struggle in those areas where it is not allowed to function. 

 

For example, at Christmas time we sing songs of love, joy and peace. But these need to in our 

heart all the days of the year. 

 

Galatians 5:22-23 (KJV)  
22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  
23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 

Important Note: In our faith walk, our ability to have solid functioning faith, is deeply 

dependent on whether or not we allow the fruit of the Spirit to operate in our life. 

 

We can have peace, when we allow faith and love to work together, and we can have joy and 

peace during a major crisis because we hold to the Spirit of God to get us through.  

 

Faith and love working together is probably easy for most of us to acknowledge. But does the 

Bible bear out any other references to faith and love working together? Let’s look at some 

scriptures that reveal God’s mind on this matter. 

 

2. Faith and Love Working Together 

 

Ephesians 1:15 (KJV)  
15  Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,  

 

Here Paul is writing to the Ephesians and telling them that their faith and love to all the saints is 

being talked about. Someone came and told him of their faith and love. Being known for your 

faith and love is the right combination to be known by. 

 

A church that is known by faith and love is a church that can get things done in the Kingdom of 

God.  

 

Paul later writes to the Ephesians: 

 

Ephesians 3:17 (KJV)  
17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,  

 

He wants to ensure that when Christ dwells in their hearts by faith, they must be also rooted and 

grounded in love. This scripture is an important key to having functioning faith. Faith and love 

must work together. 
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Paul further writes to the Thessalonians: 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (KJV)  
3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in 

our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;  

 

Here Paul tells them that their faith, love and hope are seen by others. Faith, hope and love. How 

many of us have the patience of hope in operation in our lives?  

 

How important is it to be known by your faith and love? Since the scriptures tell us that God is 

love (1 John 4:8), and it takes faith to please God (Hebrews 11:6) then having faith and love 

functioning in our lives would be a very important concept to be known by. 

 

Paul later tells the Thessalonians: 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:8 (KJV)  
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 

helmet, the hope of salvation.  

 

We should put on a breastplate of faith and love. That breastplate if worn, would protect our 

heart area. So, we can say based on this scripture that faith and love together can provide some 

protection for us.  

 

Paul tells Timothy: 

 

1 Timothy 1:14 (KJV)  
14  And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

What a great scripture. Paul is telling Timothy that the qualities of faith and love were evident in 

the life of Christ. We know of course that this is true. To live like Jesus is to let faith and love 

have precedence in our life. 

 

Important: Love for one another can cause you to believe great things for others as well as 

yourself. 

 

Lastly look at what was written to Philemon: 

 

Philemon 1:5 (KJV)  
5  Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;  

 

Here Paul acknowledges his faith and love toward the Lord Jesus. What he was telling him that 

his faith and love towards others is in fact, faith and love towards our Lord. We know the 

scriptures tell us that what we do to the least, we do unto God. (Matthew 25:40) 
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3. Developing God’s Love in Us 

 

Since we now know that faith and love work together to enable us to have functioning faith, let’s 

discuss developing God’s love in us. We might think we know how to walk in love but let’s just 

cover a few items to help us evaluate our love walk. 

 

Ephesians 5:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;  
2  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a 

sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.  

 

Here we are told to walk in love, as Christ also has loved us. “Even as He walked” 

 

Important Note: Walking in love is to walk in the highest spiritual realm there is. 

 

To walk, would indicate he is talking about our daily walk. Our daily life of activity and 

behavior. In other words, our daily conduct. 

 

If we are told to walk as Christ walked (in love), then we must have been given the capacity to 

do it. We have seen already that love is a fruit of the spirit and has been given to us by the Holy 

Ghost. (Galatians 5:22) 

 

Love however must be practiced and perfected in us. Even though we have the God of love on 

the inside of us, we need to learn how to love one another. It’s an area of our lives that we do not 

get right every single time. We need to work on our love walk. 

 

1 John 4:11-12 (KJV)  
11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.  
12  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

 

When we practice loving one another, then God’s love is perfected in us. The word “perfected” 

means in the Greek - to carry through completely, to accomplish, finish, bring to an end. It is 

further described as: add what is yet wanting in order to render a thing full. 

 

You see you have perfect love in side of you (God the Holy Spirit), but that perfect love must 

perfect you. God’s love, when loving another, can change you and make you perfect in love. 

 

It is a wonderful mystery of the Kingdom of God. Loving one another makes you a better person. 

 

1 John 4:16-18 (KJV)  
16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 

dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.  
17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as 
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he is, so are we in this world.  
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that 

feareth is not made perfect in love.  

 

Love in us can be made perfect – when we have boldness to love one another. We can love like 

Him (Jesus) because God’s love is in both of us. 

 

We are here on this planet to love one another.  

 

Are you aware of the God kind of love on the inside of you? Let’s look at just a couple of 

scriptures that help us with this concept. 

 

Romans 5:5 (KJV)  
5  And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 

Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  

 

The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. It’s telling us that God’s love has filled our hearts 

and that love can be given to others. God’s love is not for us only, but for others as well. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:7 (KJV)  
7  Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 

diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.  

 

Paul exhorts the Corinthians to abound in love as well as faith and utterance.  God has given us 

the capacity to love because He first loved us and then poured His love in us. God’s love is 

meant to be shared with others.  

 

Let us abound in God’s love one towards another so that our faith is strong and working and does 

not hinder receiving the answer to those things we are stretching our faith for. 

 

Ephesians 6:23 (KJV)  
23  Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing 
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This lesson does not cover the concepts of forgiving one another. Many will not get the answers 

to their prayers because they hold unforgiveness in their heart towards someone. You cannot 

hold unforgiveness in your heart and be right with God.  

 

You and God will need to address that unforgiveness in your heart so that He can answer you in 

other areas. The scripture below about forgiveness comes right after one of the great passages 

that tell us to have faith and believe for anything in our life. 

 

Look at this powerful scripture in Mark 11: 

 

Mark 11:22-26 (KJV)  
22  And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.  
23  For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and 

be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things 

which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  
24  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 

them, and ye shall have them.  
25  And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which 

is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.  
26  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 
 

Important note: Faith and love work together because faith works by love. Love and 

unforgiveness does not work together, so you need to ensure you have love and forgiveness one 

for another so your faith is unhindered. 
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