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Love – The New Commandment 

Introduction 

 

Jesus gave a new commandment in John 13. 

 

John 13:34-35 (KJV)  

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 

also love one another.  

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.  

 

This new law was to take the place of the old law that was set in place to identify wrong doing to 

the people of God. God established these laws when He gave the 10 commandments.  

 

The new commandment of love, would fulfil the whole law as we will see in today’s lesson. 

 

We will also see that the new commandment of love can enable answers to our prayers which 

include the healing of our bodies when we need it. 

 

Join me as we walk through the scriptures and look at “Love – The New Commandment.” 

 

1. Old Covenant and Law has been Fulfilled  

 

The scripture tells us that Jesus came to fulfil the law. He came to the earth and lived under the 

old covenant law till the resurrection. 

 

Matthew 5:17-18 (KJV)  

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 

fulfil.  

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 

from the law, till all be fulfilled.  

 

When Jesus came, and died for us, and rose again, he completed His mission here on earth. He 

established a new covenant in His blood.  

• Because of this new law, there is no need for the 10 commandments for us who are in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Note: When you love, you do not break the commandments. 

• You don’t lie 

• You don’t kill 

• You don’t bear false witness 

• You don’t commit adultery 
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This new commandment Jesus gave in John 13:34-35 tells us: 

• We are to LOVE one another 

• As He has loved us 

• And thru this love others will know you are His disciples 

 

Important: When we walk in this new law of LOVE we also are fulfilling the whole law.  

 

Romans 13:8-10 (KJV)  

8  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 

law.  

9  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt 

not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 

comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  

10  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

• For you the old law goes away when you love 

 

Note: Love is the only debt you can never fully pay back. You will owe love to another all the 

days of your life. 

 

The love of God in operation in each of us, keeps us living right, acting right, talking right. 

 

To love one another with Godly love, is to fulfill the law.  

 

2. New Covenant Established 

 

The new covenant has been established in our hearts, rather than just on paper. We can see that it 

is based on better promises. Better promises and better covenant means just that. BETTER 

 

The New Testament is the New Covenant and it is written in our hearts and minds. 

 

Hebrews 8:6-10 (KJV)  

6  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a 

better covenant, which was established upon better promises.  

7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 

second.  

8  For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:  

9  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the 

hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I 

regarded them not, saith the Lord.  

10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 

Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a 

God, and they shall be to me a people:  
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Question: What law or commandment that is better than the old that is now in our heart? 

Answer: The commandment of love. 

 

Romans 5:5 (KJV)  

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 

Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  

 

Remember God is love, so the God kind of love has been put in our hearts. God would be unjust 

if He asked us to walk in love towards one another, and then He did not give us the love to do it. 

 

Galatians 5:14 (KJV)  

14  For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

 

Here we see the scripture is leading us to a path of fulfilling the whole law by simply loving our 

neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Being an example of love to another, is not only important because it’s a commandment, but it’s 

important for another reason. 

 

It’s our proof that we have been born again. 

 

1 John 3:14 (KJV)  

14  We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 

loveth not his brother abideth in death. 

 

3. Fruit of the Spirit 

 

Let’s look at where the fruit of the Spirit fits into this picture. Love is the first fruit that is given 

by the Spirit to us when we receive our new life. The first fruits are always the most important 

fruits to God. 

 

Important: Fruit can grow, but it does not start out full grown. It starts with a seed, then 

eventually grows and is fully developed. Fruit cannot stay a baby fruit thru its whole lifecycle 

because it does not achieve its planned purpose by God. 

 

Galatians 5:22-23 (KJV)  

22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  

23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 

The first fruit that is given to the born-again person is love. Love is the fruit that shows we are 

born again. 

 

Let’s look at Galatians from the Passion translation. 
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Galatians 5:22-23 The Passion Translation (TPT) 

22 But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is divine love in all its varied expressions: 

joy that overflows, peace that subdues, patience that endures, kindness in action, a life full of 

virtue, faith that prevails, gentleness of heart, and strength of spirit.  

23 Never set the law above these qualities, for they are meant to be limitless.  

 

Remember love has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. (Romans 5:5) That love 

has been put there for a reason and that is to give love to another. The God kind of love. 

• We know there is the human kind of love but this is talking about the God kind of love, 

which can cause you to love in the most improbable situations and reasons 

 

Paul tells us by the Holy Ghost to be kind to one another and tenderhearted.  

• Many times in our life we have to take the next step in love and forgive one another. 

 

4. Forgiving One Another (Key component of Love) 

 

Ephesians 4:32 (KJV)  

32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 

sake hath forgiven you. 

 

Love and forgiveness go hand in hand. 

 

Question: How does God forgive? 

 

If we are to forgive as God had forgiven us, then we must answer the question of how does God 

forgive? 

 

Isaiah 43:25 (KJV)  

25  I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember 

thy sins. 

 

If you walk in love, that’s how you will forgive. 

• You will not remind others or even yourself of the offences that have been committed to 

you. 

• Forgiving means that you choose to lay it aside and not let it have power over you. 

 

Psalm 103:12 (KJV)  

12  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 

 

Let the offences be gone from your mind and heart. If the enemy brings it up, you can tell him 

that yes those things happened but you have forgiven them and you’re not bothered by it any 

longer. Just don’t remind one another of past mistakes. 

 

Note: Forgiveness and love will get you through these circumstances 100% of the time. 

• Someone else will have to do this because of what you have said to them or about them 
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Let’s look at some additional scriptures to confirm the word. 

 

Here we are told to forgive when we pray. 

 

Mark 11:24-26 (KJV)  

24  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 

them, and ye shall have them.  

25  And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which 

is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.  

26  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 

 

If we take these scriptures literally, then we can see that if we do not forgive others, then God 

will not forgive us.  

 

We also see that if we do not forgive, there is a good chance our prayers will not be answered. 

• Non-forgiveness can prevent healing from working in your body. 

• So if you have aught against anyone, then forgive. 

 

Important: Faith for healing (or anything else) does not work where love is not in operation. 

 

Galatians 5:6: …… faith works by love. 

 

If you want your faith to work for anything, you must walk in love to others.  

 

Question: Have you ever wondered why you do not see more miracles and healings in your life 

or even in the life of your church? 

 

Answer: Could it be that there is very little love one for another? We bicker and complain, and 

speak ill one to another. 

 

5. How Does Love Work? 

 

We just read in Galatians 5:6 where faith works by love. So, let’s break that down just a little bit 

and see what the scriptures tell us. 

 

First I want to remind us of a scripture we already read. 

 

Romans 13:10 (KJV) 

10  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (KJV)  

4  Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 

up,  

5  Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;  
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6  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;  

7  Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.  

8  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 

tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (TPT – The Passion Translation)  

4 Love is large and incredibly patient.[f] Love is gentle and consistently kind to all. It refuses to 

be jealous[g] when blessing comes to someone else. Love does not brag about one’s achievements 

nor inflate its own importance.  

5 Love does not traffic in shame and disrespect, nor selfishly seek its own honor. Love is not 

easily irritated[h] or quick to take offense.[i]  

6 Love joyfully celebrates honesty[j] and finds no delight in what is wrong.[k]  

7 Love is a safe place of shelter,[l] for it never stops believing the best for others.[m] Love never 

takes failure as defeat, for it never gives up. 

8 Love never stops loving.[n] It extends beyond the gift of prophecy, which eventually fades 

away.[o]  

 

Closing 

 

Each of us has something that we want from God. But there seems to be something holding back 

the answer. I believe we need to acknowledge our lack of love one TO another and confess our 

faults before God and make it right. We may need to go to someone, and we need to be willing to 

hear it from another who might need to go to you. You cannot have ill will toward another and 

get your prayers answered. 
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