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Several weeks ago The Christian Century magazine ran an article titled “The Work of Ministry Inside 

the Secular Frame”,  In which author Andrew Root made the point that our modern world, and the things 

that world tells us to value and give our attention to, can easily result in God being pushed to the 

background of our consciousness. It’s not that we’ve stopped believing; but where our ancestors in faith 

looked for ways that God acts and moves in the world – and both expected and saw those things - we 

modern folks tend not to. Root writes about our culturally formed observation blindness – that is, things 

our cultural influences have trained us to ignore – calling it a “socially constructed framework that 

imposes levels of attention that make divine action questionable”  even for believers..i In other words, 

even those who practice a religious tradition and believe in God tend not to expect or look for God’s 

activity in our lives and in our world. Even clergy, the so-called “religious professionals”, are not 

exempt from this. Often we spend more time concerning ourselves with (more like obsessing over!)  

things like budgets, attendance figures, denominational decline, the latest proven way to grow the 

church. We want to believe that God’s in there somewhere, but after a while it’s hard to see the divine 

amidst all that “stuff”. 

 

The point that Andrew Root is making with all of this is that the way to counter our inability to 

comprehend God’s presence and actions in our lives and time, the way to begin to look and listen, to see 

and hear God, is through prayer – learning “the way of prayer”. Again, not to say that we don’t pray. 

But our prayers don’t necessarily lead us to expect or see manifestations of God. Assuming that’s true, 

one way to fix that is to go back to the source. Today’s gospel gives us a chance to do that. 

 

"Lord, teach us to pray,” an unnamed disciple asks Jesus. I think it’s significant that this request comes, 

not after Jesus has performed a miracle, not walking the road from one village to another, not after one 

of Jesus’ large-scale teaching sessions or after he’s been sparring with the Pharisees, but after Jesus 

himself has been “praying in a certain place”. Jesus, as we know, sets a continuous example of prayer.  

The disciple has witnessed the special relationship Jesus has with God and maybe he wants to know how 

to have that for himself. It’s not that this disciple and the others don’t pray – they have a huge, rich, 

beautiful tradition of prayers to draw on. But here is an opportunity to learn about prayer from someone  

who has a unique, close, and obvious relationship with God in prayer. 

 

Jesus’ answer to the disciple’s question has come down to us as one of the most beloved and readily 

recognized pieces of scripture. Luke’s version that we hear this morning isn’t as rich or as detailed as 

what Matthew’s gospel gives us but it’s there, it’s recognizable. The Lord’s Prayer part of every liturgy 

– the Eucharist, the Daily Offices, burials, weddings, ordinations. We argue about which translation or 

version is better (for those who miss the traditional one, know that it’s coming back after Labor Day!).  

I’ve made pastoral visits to people whose cognition is slipping away, who cannot recognize their closest 

relatives, people who can barely speak – but if I would begin saying the Lord’s Prayer, they would 

almost always chime in. It’s a powerful, and as I said, beloved part of our Christian heritage.  

 

And yet – did Jesus really mean for his followers to take his words “When you pray, say (etc.)” literally, 

as we have done? When I look at this prayer, when I think about what Jesus is truly conveying, what I 

hear is a powerful statement that often gets lost because of its very familiarity and popularity. And 

there’s so much more to learning to pray than just saying certain words: there’s persistence, confidence, 

hope in the One who calls us to pray, as Jesus goes on to remind his disciples. I’m not suggesting we 

shouldn’t say the Lord’s Prayer as we know it – however we know it – only that from time to time, we 



need a reminder of what it actually means because after all, this is not only what our Lord and Savior 

taught us, it is what he himself prayed for. So what does it mean for us truly to pray as our Savior Christ 

has taught us? 

 

Lord, teach us to remember that you are God; that we are your beloved children, created in your divine 

image; that we may come before you with confidence – not because of our own accomplishments or 

attributes, but through your loving mercy and perfect kindness. Help us to trust in your love and to bless 

your holy name, not only with our words but with our actions, actions reflect the love that you have for 

all creation. Free from all anxieties, secure in knowing that you are the Holy One.  

Father, hallowed be your name. 

 

Lord, teach us to be agents of your kingdom. Align our desires with your will, and prevent our 

selfishness, that in all things we may live according to your gracious intentions. Make us partners in 

your mission, spreading your good news of salvation and renewal. Help us to understand your purpose 

for the creation that you called “very good”; restore all things to that goodness, the end toward which 

you direct all your creatures. Help us to make a straight path for you. Your kingdom come. 

 

Teach us to see past our scarcity to your abundance, that we may find our satisfaction in you alone.  

Give us generosity of heart and spirit to share our blessings with others; deliver us from the pursuit of 

empty wealth and the burden of unnecessary possessions. Make us satisfied, that others may also have 

what they need. Direct institutions, corporations and governments toward charity and justice, and bring 

us all to the reality of a world where no one goes without food, shelter, medical care, education, basic 

human liberty, or enjoyment of the life you have given each of us. Give us each day our daily bread. 

 

Teach us prayerful repentance when we sin against you. As we are forgiven, help us to forgive others.  

Release us from the burden of carrying grudges and nursing hurts; free us from the hostility caused by 

anger, resentment, and entitlement. As members of your Church, empower us as instruments of 

reconciliation in a broken world, that the diversity of all people may be seen as a welcome gift from you  

and not a threat to our own status and wellbeing. May retribution give way to reconciliation; violence to 

serenity; prejudice to understanding; bigotry to equality; may hatred give way to love. And forgive us 

our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

 

Teach us to know that the only way we can live a life free of the sin that threatens to engulf us and our 

world is through your divine grace and presence in our lives. Keep us from enslavement to anything  

that threatens to draw us away from you and your love, and when we are faced with temptation,  

strengthen our resolve and help us to see clearly the path you would have us take. And do not bring us to 

the time of trial. 

 

Lord, teach us to pray. I wonder if that disciple had any kind of clue what he was asking. The Lord’s 

prayer is not an easy prayer; or at least it shouldn’t be. To repeat it by rote– in the liturgy or anywhere 

else - without thinking of its true meaning robs it of its power. So I encourage you to spend some time 

with it in your own prayer time. The petitions that Jesus teaches us to offer to God are a manifesto of 

God’s kingdom justice, pointing to nothing less than our transformation and the transformation of the 

world as we know it. And I wonder, going back to that article in The Christian Century, would praying 

this beloved prayer in this way make us more conscious of the presence of God in our world and in our 

lives? 

 

So much would change, you know, if we prayed this pray like we really mean it. So much will change, 

so much does change, when God’s actions on our behalf begin to fulfill these petitions. Maybe that 



scares you a little – sometimes it scares me, a little! But if we are going to follow Jesus, these are the 

things we must do and pray for; this is the way we must live. 

 

 

 

i Andrew Root, “Forming a People Who Pray”, The Christian Century Vol. 136 #14, 7/3/19, p. 20ff 

                                                 


