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Good Morning… for those who may not know me my name is Peter Lukas and I was surprised when 
Al Nelson asked if I would be willing to speak about my involvement with Christ Church. 
 
I was surprised because as some of you know… I am not a "Cradle" Episcopalian. 
In fact I was raised as a member of Immanuel Baptist Church and at that time Immanuel was about 
as close as you could get to a Southern Baptist Church.  

Our family attended Sunday school regularly, and as a youth I memorized the order of the books of 
the Bible and did the speed drills.  We were taught that every word in the Bible was directly guided by 
God's influence with no room for interpretation.  

At age 13 I was involved in a serious accident, the details of which are not important, but it 
strengthened my faith that God had watched over me. 
So as an older teenager I was more seriously grounded in my faith and followed the rules of: No 
Smoking, No Swearing, No Dancing, No Inappropriate Music,  
No movies rated more than G, and No wonder I couldn't get a date. 

For my Junior & Senior years of college I transferred to Carthage in Kenosha, a Lutheran School. 
Although I was a math and business major; the curriculum included religious courses like, Basic 
Christian Teachings, Philosophy of Religion, and Advanced Christian Teachings.  One of my 
professors was an Episcopal Priest and he talked about the concept of "Verbal Plenary Inspiration";  
 
1. Verbal inspiration means that every word of Scripture is God-given.  The idea is that every word in 
the Bible is there because God wanted it there.  There are no exceptions. 
2. Plenary means that "all parts" of the Bible are divinely authoritative.  
3. Inspiration means that God supernaturally guided the biblical authors to write the exact things that 
He wanted expressed. 

One of our assignments was to study the 4 different Crucifixion stories as written by Mathew, Mark, 
Luke and John and identify and discuss the differences of the accounts. 

This was a new experience for me, I was being asked to THINK about and analyze scripture and not 
just memorize it. The revelation was that I was personally responsible for internalizing my faith and 
determining how I was going to live my life in a Christian fashion. 

I remained active with Immanuel Baptist but had more difficulty accepting the direction that the rules 
were the rules and failure to follow them could result in eternal damnation. 

In the fall of 1974 I met an incredible young woman and by the spring of 75 we were engaged and 
having regular conversations about faith and family.  My "wife-to-be", Karen Larsen, was baptized 
and raised here in Christ Church.  I had been schooled in a Lutheran college so I was comfortable 
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agreeing to get married at Christ Church and possibly making it our family Church. 
 
On October 11, 1975 we were married in the Chapel and began to attend regularly. 
To save you from having to do the math, that was 44 years and 9 days ago. 
 
So what has kept me at Christ Church for 44 years? 
  
In keeping with the style of Dave Letterman I would like to share my "Top Ten" list. 

10.  They serve real wine at communion and it is open to anyone who wishes to have a blessing or 
participate in the taking communion 

  9.  In 2000 men were allowed to serve on the Altar Guild and demonstrate that the ladies weren't 
the only ones who knew how to polish brass 

  8.  It provides me with a sense of purpose by encouraging me to be involved 

  7.  It helps me end one week and start the next in the right frame of mind by refocusing my 
attention on what is important in life 

  6.  I'm inspired by the physical structure, I tend to be a preservationist and am delighted by the work 
that is done to maintain and improve the buildings 

  5.  I'm proud of the Church's place in the community and the services it provides such as, 
Community Meal, Elder Care, and Waukegan to College 

  4.  I'm renewed by the comforting and familiar words of the liturgy  

  3.  I'm drawn to the beautiful music and lyrics of the 1982 Hymnal 

  2.  I'm grateful that I'm being encouraged to think about the readings and Christ' teachings and not 
just blindly following a "set of rules".  

And the number 1 reason I have stayed with Christ Church… 

  1.  I feel connected with the loving people who are part of this Church family, those who have 
passed on, those who have been long time members, and those who are new. 

Today's Epistle reading included the following  

"As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" 
 
I don't reject my Baptist teachings, they were a solid foundation for building many parts of my 
character.  But I'm not good at being told "what" I need to do, just ask Karen.  I'm better at being 
given the information and internalizing it to understand my personal motivation for doing it. 
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So why do I financially support Christ Church? 

Every day there is something crazy going on locally, nationally, and in the world.  The news is 
sensationalized, polarized and disturbing.  

Being here at Christ Church and among my Church family I feel God's love; that reinforces my beliefs 
and behaviors, and renews my strength to continue living as a Christian in a secular world. 

I give financially to help ensure that Christ Church is able to continue to do the good works for my 
family, (that's all of you) and our community. 

I would like to encourage each of you to make a "Top Ten" list and reflect on how Christ Church might 
comfort, strengthen, renew and prepare you to live a daily Christian life; and determine what you 
can do to support it. 

I want to thank Cynthia and the Stewardship committee for giving me this opportunity to share, and 
thank you to all of you for being a part of my church family. 
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