THE POINT OF NO RETURN—PART II
In last month’s newsletter, I began to write on a subject which pertains to every person
on earth. From the time we get up until the time we go to bed we are faced with
decisions. Not all decisions are all alike; some require immediate attention while
others linger around like a sour smell from an old sock. Nevertheless, there are many
decisions we have to make that has a point in which there is no return.
In the last article, I referenced the double minded man mentioned in the book of James.
Those who have a hard time making decisions are unstable, unreliable and not easily
trusted. Many of these types of folks would rather follow than lead so they do not have
to be accountable for their decisions. In their mind’s eye they can blame the one they
are following if things do not turn out like they should.
Since Christ is our supreme leader and example, let us look to Him and discover the
wisdom He employed when He was led to several points of no return found in Luke 4. In
verse one, we find Christ in the wilderness being tempted by Satan for forty days.
Though He was spiritually full He was physically empty. While Christ was in poor
physical condition, Satan tries to exploit His weakness by tempting Him to sin.
The first temptation, which would have been a point of no return if Christ in His
weakness would have caved, Satan tempted Christ to act selfishly, on His own accord,
instead of trusting His Father to provide His needs. Would it make sense for Christ to
stop trusting in His Father for provision when had just sustained Him for forty days and
nights in the wilderness? Christ came to this earth to do His Father’s will. This truth
is confirmed in John 4:31-34 (NLT) Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi,
eat something.” 32 But Jesus replied, “I have a kind of food you know nothing about.”
33
“Did someone bring him food while we were gone?” the disciples asked each other.
34
Then Jesus explained: “My food comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from
finishing his work. For Christ to fall into Satan’s trap would have been a “point of no
return” because He would have stopped doing His Father’s will in exchange for His own.
Satan failed in his first attempt to cause Christ to cross over the point of no return
but he did not acquiesce or concede in his efforts.
Determined to succeed, Satan pretends to offer Christ the kingdoms of this world if only
He would pay homage to Satan by worshipping him. This offer was preposterous! Why would
Christ, God’s Son, cross over the point of no return to disrespect and dishonor His
Father when His Father had already willed the kingdoms of this world to Him? Oh foolish
Satan was trying to do a bait and switch by offering Christ something He already owned!
In the next scene we find Satan trying to convince Christ to jump off a steep precipice
to prove God at His word. Why would Christ need to prove God’s faithfulness when it was
already an undisputed fact? Once again, Satan was tempting Christ to cross over the
point of no return, by promulgating the idea that God might fail, yet Satan failed
again!

WELCOME TO OUR
NEW CHURCH
SECRETARY
Greetings,
My name is Patti Hawksworth. I
am one of the newest members to
First Southern.
I am so thankful to be here and thrilled I have the
opportunity to serve the Lord and His church as the
executive secretary to the pastor. I am honest, hardworking and committed to serve the Lord with all I
have and to the best of my ability.
I was led by the Lord to this church because I thought
it was for me. I love it here! Thank you for being so
kind and supportive.
I became a Christian during a very volatile time in
my life. Like many others, I had experienced many
heartbreaks and trials in my life. I was feeling the
impact of Satan’s attacks, which caused me to search
desperately for relief and comfort from my tribulations. I was introduced to the Lord by my boss’s son
when I was 29.
I remember that evening so well; a lot of strange
things were happening. I felt moved to read Psalm
23. When I finished reading, I prayed so hard that
Jesus would save me and He did! Jesus reached for
me and I reached back and Satan was gone. I remember Christ came to my bed-side and for the first time
I felt relief from my pain and comfort like I had
never felt before.
Christ made such an impact on my life that when I
gave birth to my daughter I named her Christina after
our Lord, praise God!

This passage illustrates the importance of Christians preparing themselves for spiritual
battle every day. Though most Christians are not called to go into the wilderness for
forty days and nights to commune with God, all of us are commanded to prepare for
battle. If we follow Christ’s example, we will be able to make wise decisions to avoid
crossing lines of no return. Through these series of temptations, Jesus was true to
God’s Spirit, Himself, His Heavenly Father and He was true to God’s Holy Word.
In the future, when we find ourselves at points of no return, may we rely upon the Holy
Spirit for strength, may we trust God and obey His Word and may we resist the devil’s
attempts to sway us to sin and thus, damage our ability to follow the leading of the
Spirit of God and our ability to continue pursuing His will for our lives. Other than
the Bible, one of the best books to read on this topic is John Bunyan’s book Pilgrim’s
Progress.
With love from above,
Pastor Tim

Operation Christmas Child
Here is an opportunity to join thousands of others
to make a child’s Christmas something special.
Everyone’s participation is vital, so we want to
thank those who participate in this worthy cause in
advance for your help.
Here are the items that need to be purchased:
Toys such as dolls, stuffed animals, car s,
puzzles, jump ropes, etc.
 School Supplies books, pencils, pens, cr ayons, notebooks, coloring books, etc.
 Non-Liquid Hygiene Items toothbr ushes, bar
of soap, washcloths, combs, etc.


If not purchasing, donations will be accepted by
putting your contribution in a pink envelope and
marking it OCC. We’ll need an additional $7 for
shipping each box . For more information please
see Chery Hanna.

Open Door Mission
We are collecting caps and WHITE socks for men
and women at the Open Door Mission. Socks must
be fitted (toe & heel). Please, no TUBE socks.
The weather is getting colder and what a great way
to show the love of Christ.
The final deadline to receive items will be on
November 6th. These items will be wrapped after
Operation Christmas Child has concluded at the
Women on Mission Saturday event. Chery Hanna
say... please bring any extra Christmas paper, we
could use it!

Pray for Our Men and Women in Uniform
Devon Henesley - Grandson of Jean Johnson
Branch - Navy Rank - Chief
Assignment - Japan
Brandon Woolworth - Nephew of Chery Hanna
Branch - Air Force
Assignment - Tucson, Arizona

Megan Hines - USNA - Pastor Tim’s Daughter
MIDN - Megan Hines - 2nd year
1 Wilson Rd.
P.O. Box 12610
Annapolis, Maryland 21412
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FAREWELL, THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL
SERVANT
It was four years ago, on October first, that
I became the pastor of this church. I remember waiting for my secretary to arrive and
introduce herself, but she wouldn’t come off
vacation!
Finally, after several weeks of vacation,
Caryl eased back into the office. From my
first encounter with her I knew she was
special.

2nd - Linda Baker
12th - Deborah Davis
2nd - Earl Ferguson
23rd - Ruthine Boddie
6th - Tim Hines
23rd - Shauna Duncan
6th - Brenda Kelleher 25th - Mike Trimble
7th - Dennis Matarrese
8th - Women on Mission - 10:00 am

10th - Rest Home Ministry - 11:00 am
22nd - Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am
27th - Open Door Mission - 6:15 pm

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
2nd - John & Stacie Kopet
3rd - Wayne & Jan Hudgens
15th - Ken & Sue Abbott
21st - Elliott & Teresa Seigal

I learned very quickly, Caryl has a heart for
people and is one of the most dedicated
persons I know and works harder than anyone I
know.
Caryl is not only the best secretary I have
every had the privilege to work with, she and
her husband “Big Daddy” Bob have shown me and
my family more love and support than could
ever be expected.
I want to thank the church for providing me
with such a wonderful person to work with. I
am full of memories and experiences to last a
lifetime. I am so thankful to God for
allowing me to cross her path. Caryl, you
were a good and faithful servant to God, me,
and this church, farewell.

Pastor Tim

